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Israeli majority backs proposal 
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* Israeli army to protect Arafat’ 

PARIS (R) — The secretary' of Israel's Labour Party said on 
Monday Israeli armed forces would protect Palestine Liberation 
Organisation t'PLOJ Chairman Yasser Arafat under a proposed 
Palestinian self-rule plan. "Security in Israel and the ( occupied) 
territories will be in the hands of the Tsaha! (Israeli army!. So it's 
the Israeli army that will protect Yasser Arafat," S-.ssim 2\jlli 
told Radio J in" an interview. Mr. Zvilli said Mr. Arafat was the 
Palestinians' sole recognised political leader. "It Yasser Arafat 
feels the need to live in Jencho, I don't sec why we should oppose 
him," he said. The Labour Puny secretary said Israel would try 
strengthen the hand of Palestinian moderates in the occupied 
territories to prevent Hamas from taking control. 
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Israeli cabinet approves accord with PLO 

Negotiators gather in Washington for 
11th round, 6 dramatic 9 announcements 


Labour leader sees possible Palestinian state 
after 5 years of self-rule in all occupied lands 

f Combined agency 1 despatches 
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THE ISRAELI cabinet approved 
Tuesday a historic agreement 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) to grant the 
Palestinians autonomy starling in 
the Gaza Strip and" the West 
Bank town of Jericho, the prime 
minister’s office announced. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
hopes the accord will be signed fcv 
the Palestinians and Israeli de- 
legations at the 11 th round of 
Middle East peace talks that open 
in Washington Tuesday for two 
weeks. 

Elyakim Rubinstein, chief 
negotiator with the Palestinians, 
told Israel Radio the agreement 
fcnshrined “fundamental 
Changes" in Israel’s positions to 
date, including readiness to dis- 
cuss the return to the territories 
of tens of thousands of refugees 
from the 1967 war. 

The accord was hammered out 
during secret contacts in Norway 
between Israeli ministers and 
officials of the Tunis-based PLO. 

"Today the horizons towards 
peace are open," Mr. Rabin told 
coalition members. 

Benjamin Netanyahu, leader 
of the right-wing Likud opposi- 
tion, accused Mr. Rabin's gov- 
ernment of "going behind the 
back of the nation and setting up 
a bridgehead of a Palestinian 
state," which he argued would 
threaten Israel's "security." 

He called for opponents of the 
plan to go "in the streets, with all 
the legitimate means, in order to 
block these dangers." 

Sixteen ministers voted for the 
plan and two abstained. The 
approval was the first significant 
Sua? m si f»n ° f progress since the peace 
I □ ■ u-t * talks began 22 months ago. 

J 5,1 feThe plan calls for autonomy to 
begin in Gaza and Jericho within 
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Palestinian and Israeli drmtmstnitors march for peace In Jerusalem (AFP photo) 
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months. 

"This is the first agreement 
that has been reached between 
Israel and the Palestinian peo- 
ple said Environmental Protec- 
tion Minister Yossi Sand. "All 
ministers expressed satisfaction 
over the fact that the security of 
the state of Israel is being 
assured." 

The secretary-general of 
Israel’s ruling Labour Party said 
he thought Palestinians would be 
able to form their own stale after 
a five-year period of autonomy 
for all the territories now occu- 
pied by Israel. 

"1 think the choice must be 
made by the Palestinian people 
itself after the period of five years 
during which they will try auton- 
omy in ihe Gaza Strip. Jericho 


the right time for Israel to consid- 
er recognising the PLO as this 
would spark emotional debate in 
Israel. 

"I think we have taken an 
important step. I am sure it is not 
necessary to put that problem on 
the negotiating table now," he 
said. 

Mr. Zvilli said the Israeli coali- 
tion government and his Labour 
Party were opposed to the estab- 
lishment of an independent 
Palestinian slate. 

“It's not the right solution, 
neither for the Palestinians nor 
for the Middle East," Mr. Zvilli 
said, speaking from occupied 


right to such a choice was part of 
the Palestinian self-rule plan or 
whether it would be offered the 
Palestinians only after they had 
won autonomy over all the ocu- 
pied territories. 

The office of Mr. Rabin de- 
clined to comment on Mr. Zvilli’s 
remarks and said it would not 
comment on statements by mem- 
bers of the Knesset, Israel’s par- 
liament, no matter what their 
party. 

Bassam Abu Sharif, aide to 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat, was 
interviewed simultaneously from 

(Continued on page 3) 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Israeli and Arab negotiators 
gathered here Monday for the 
11th round of Middle East peace 
talks that are expected to render 
an agreement giving Palestinians 
limited self-rule for the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho. 

The draft agreement calls for 
mutual recognition by Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Palestinian 
self-rule in Israeli-occupied Gaza 
and the dry of Jericho in the West 
Bank. 

Palestinian delegates will dis- 
cuss the proposed accord during 
two weeks of bilateral talks here 
and a declaration of prindples 
could be signed this week in 
Washington where Middle East 
peace talks resume on Tuesday. 

For the United States, an 
Isracli-Palestinian accord has 
long been considered a prere- 
quisite for pursuing talks between 
Israel and Syria, Lebanon and 
Jordan. 

The proposed agreement 
announced in Israel and by the 
PLO in Tunis calls for the rede- 
ployment of the Israeli army, and 
for Palestinians to take responsi- 
bility for civil administration, not- 
ably of the police. 

If accepted, the so-called 
"Gaza-Jericho first" deal would 
be the first tangible result of 22 
months of often exasperating 
Middle East peace talks initiated 
by the United States. 

According to repons from 
PLO headquarters in Tunis, 
Washington and occupied Jeru- 
salem, "dramatic announce- 
ments" were expected. 

“Separate statements arc ex- 
pected within 24 to 48 hours," a 
source said in Tunis. 

“The agreement is a 
framework on the general princi- 
ples of the interim settlement. It 


deals with the transfer of powers 
to an elected Palestinian author- 
ity in all Palestinian occupied 
territories ... and includes a com- 
plete Israeli withdrawal from the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
area of Jericho," the source said. 

Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi said she hopes 
for a breakthrough in the new 
round of talks, and would like lo 
see open, direct contacts between 
Israel and the PLO. 

"I hope that we will be able to 
say there is a breakthrough, but 
we still have some more work to 
do on it," Dr. Ashrawi said on 
arrival in Washington. 

Asked if there would soon be 
regular contacts between the 
PLO and Israel, Dr. Ashrawi 
said, "I hope so. I think what 
they do behind the scenes and 
backstage should be done directly 
now." 

Autonomy could he launched 
in the Gaza Strip in the next six 
months and a little later in the 
Wet Bank town, according to 
Israeli officials. 

The stages of the plan, accord- 
ing to repons are: 

— Autonomy in Gaza and 
Jericho; 

— Early empowerment over 
health, education, employment 
and tourism; 

— Autonomy over the West 
Bank; 

— Elections in the territories; 

— Discussions on a permanent 
settlement in the third year of 
autonomy. 

In the preamble translated into 
in Hebrew, the word PLO is 
notably avoided: 

"The government of Israel and 
the Palestinian group which rep- 
resents the Palestinian people 
agree that the time has come to 
put an end to decades of conflict 
and confrontation... 


"To recognise mutually the 
legitimate and political rights of 
both parties and to act with alt 
their forces for peaceful co- 
existence, honour and mutual 
security and... 

"To obtain a jus: and lasting 
overall peace understanding and 
historical reconciliation within 
the framework of the peace pro- 
cess." 

Reactions to the proposed pact 
have been coming in from in- 
terested parties from around the 
world. US. newspaper editorials 
have been calling for prudence in 
pinning hopes on the new pian. 

"The tough issue remains how- 
to satisfy Palestinian demands to 
be moving toward eventual state- 
hood and Israeli demands to 
make any new self-governing sta- 
tus for Gaza and Jericho a con- 
trolled test of a halfway house 
strategy,” the Washington Post 
said. 

And the Christian Science 
Monitor cautioned: “If after de- 
cades of occupation, and second- 
class status, PLO leaders are seen 
as giving away for free the last 
dreams of their people, a peace 
may be shortlived.” 

According to reports, an inter- 
national force would take control 
of the King Hussein Bridge across 
the River Jordan under the com- 
promise. 

The Palestinians want to take 
over the bridge which leads from 
Jordan to Jericho. 

However, this has been re- 
jected by the Israelis who insist 
they keep their forces there and 
retain the right to turn back any 
"undesirable" Palestinians. 

The two sides are considering 
handing the bridge over to an 
international force as a way to 
end the impasse, said the reports. 

Israeli forces would withdraw 
from Gaza and Jericho four 


months after the c: the 

agreement leaving *h.r: , i under 
PLO control, the i*;':‘:ci»: .:JJcd. 

At the same :imr 
end its military adm:njs::.;;j.'n or 
the rest of the occupied termer- 

its. 

Genera! election-: wou.J be 
held in the trrr; tor: r>ir.e 
months later. :he official ».iid. 

A Palestinian police force 
would take over respotSihtiii*. for 
internal secunty i’r. G^z.s 
Jericho, while the Lr.tcii ^rmy 
would remain deploved -irjunJ 
the two regions. 

The Israeli shekel would be 
dropped and the *o!c currency 
become the Jordanian iJmai 

The question of .sjverciyntv 
would be left vague and divcas-eii 
a: follow-up taik;, between the' 
Palestinians and Jordanians, the 
reports said 

Units of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Army lPI_A) currently sta- 
tioned in Jordan would be trans- 
ferred to Jericho, and those in 
Yemen. Sudan and Egypt would 
go to Gaza, where they wo u id be 
responsible for security utter an 
Israeli pullout, the reports said. 

PLO policemen trained in Jor- 
dan, Egypt and Sudan will join 
the PL A fighters to help keep the 
peace, PLO officials said. 

There has been no official Sy- 
rian government reaction. But in 
Damascus, the government-run 
Tishrrn newspaper warned liut 
peace in the region could noi be 
achieved "by installments.'' 

"Partial solutions do not make 
a solution, nor do they brine 
about the aspired-for peace in the 
region,” the newspaper asserted. 

It said Syria opposed the G:iza- 
Jericho deal. 

Egypt urged universal Arab 
approval for the agreement be- 
tween the PLO and Israel. 


Arafat on Arab tour 
to explain proposal 


YASSER ARAFAT Monday be- 
gan a tour of Arab countries to 
explain a proposed autonomy 
agreement with Israel that he 
termed a "historic turning point" 
for the Palestinians. 

Mr. Arafat flew to Cairo, 
where his plane refuelled and 
took off for Sanaa, capital of 
Yemen, where he will meet lead- 
ere there on the eve of the start of 
11th round of U.S.-sponsored 
,n-j tonw jj| ra |,. i sr aeli peace talks in 
Washington. 

It was not immediately known 
where else Mr. Arafat planned to 
travel. 

The interim peace plan calls for 
the Palestinians to gain autonomy 
in the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho in what Mr. 
Arafat hopes will be a first step 
toward wider self-rule. 

Mr. Arafat's plan, which could 
provide a long-needed break- 
through in the stalled Arab- 
Israeli negotiations, has been 
opposed by hardline Palestinian 
groups (see separate story). 

These groups, opposed to the 
peace talks anyway, assert that 
Mr. Arafat’s plan makes too 
many concessions to Israel with- 
out iron-dad guarantees of an 
eventual independent homeland 
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There has been considerable 
opposition as well from within the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

But Mr. Arafat, facing turmoil 
.ail a** in the movement, secured the 
in is backing of the majority of the 
* PLO’s ruling 18-man Executive 

Committee Sunday after an often 
stormy four-day meeting in 
? Tunis, the movement’s headquar- 

tei *- 

Jordan, which also is partici- 
pating in the peace negotiations, 
has said it was not consulted 
about the Gaza-Jericho plan. 

■ ea ci‘- . In the Gulf, state-guided news- 
dv papers Monday cautiously wel- 




right to represent the Palestinians 
and supported its decisions. 

Bahrain '5 Gulf Daily newrs 
warned that "Gaza and Jericho 
first" could turn out to mean 
"Gaza and Jericho first and last." 

It was referring to the fear that 
the deal could be a trap, luring 
the Palestinians into an agree- 
ment with promises of further 
concessions that might never be 
made. 

Saudi Arabia's English- 
language Arab News said: "It is a 
momentous hour by any standard 
for should progress be made- 
bur the pitfalls are many and 
obvious." 

Mr. Arafat met Sunday with 
President Zine AI Abidine Ben 
Ali of Tunisia. 

The PLO chairman told repor- 
ters later that "the Palestinians 
are passing through a historic 
turning point." 

The' Isracli-Palestinian deal 
would reportedly include Israeli 
recognition of the PLO, while the 
PLO would recognise Israel. 

An Arafat aide, speaking on 
condiiin of anonymity, said Sun- 
day he expected Israeli recogni- 
tion to come "very soon.' 

On Monday, Bassam Abu 
Sharif, a senior Arafat adviser, 
said in Tunis he expected an 
Israeli-Palestinian agreement 
within the next two days, but 
stressed it all depended on the 
Israelis. . 

"The ball's in their court and 
we’re expecting their decision." 
Mr. Abu Sharif said, referring to 
a planned meeting of the Israeli 
Cabinet Monday to discuss the 
issue. . 

"We’ve already recognised 
Israel’s right to exist." Mr. Abu 
Sharif said, a reference to a 1988 
proclamation by the Palestine 
National Council. 

He did not say where the 
agreement would be announced 
or give any details.- 
In Tunis, hardline Executive 
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Clinton hails breakthrough, cautious on PLO 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton on Monday 
praised an apparent break- 
through in Middle East peace 
talks hut said it was premature to 
say whether it would lead the 
United States to resume its dia- 
logue with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

"I uni very much encouraged 
by what has happened there and 
very hopeful," tne president said 
in response to a reporter's ques- 
tion at a photo opportunity. 

"The administration has work- 
ed hard to facilitate it but ulti- 
mately whatever happens will 
have to be done by the parties 
themselves," Mr. Oinion said, 
meeting with advisers in the 
Roosevelt Room to discuss 
emergency planning for hurricane 
Emily, which is approaching the 
at Ian tic coast. 

Senior Israeli cabinet members 
and Palestinian officials said 
Israel is on the verge of recognis- 
ing the PLO and that both sides 
could soon agree ro start Palesti- 
nian autonomy in the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

Asked if the United States 


might resume talks with the PLO, 
Mr. Clinton said, "if there is a 
new and different landscape in 
the Middle East, then I might be 
willing to entertain some ques- 
tions." 

He hastened to add, "I can't 
answer your question now. It's 
hypothetical and would only in- 
terfere with the discussions now 
going on. I don’t think it's 
appropriate for the United States 
even to consider its own position 
here until the parties have a 
chance to work out a resolution 
of this.” 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher directed Dennis 
Ross, his chief Mideast mediator, 
and others to try to resolve some 
of the questions raised by the 
proposal, which Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres outlined 
to Mr. Christopher at a secret 
four-hour meeting on Friday. 

American officials left Utile 
doubt that the prospective agree- 
ment is the result of secret meet- 
ings that Mr. Peres held with a 
PLO official in Norway. Foreign 
Minister Johan Jorgen Holst has 
confirmed he attended Mr. 
Christopher's meeting with Mr. 


Peres in California. 

Norway hosted at least 20 
meetings between Israeli and 
Palestinian officials that formed 
the basis for a Middle East peace 
proposal, reports from Oslo said. 

"We have had a very important 
role in the negotiations. Especial- 
ly since May there has been real 
progress. Unfortunately. I can't 
go into del*.'' vet," Mr. Holst told 
the Oslo newspaper Verdcns 
Gang. 

From his home in Santa Bar- 
bara, California. Mr. Christopher 
also was on the telephone last 
week to Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and Syrian Fore- 
ign Minister Farouk Sharaa. 

Mr. Christopher returned to 
his office Monday after two 
weeks in California. Palestinian. 
Syrian, Jordanian and Lebanese 
delations arrived too. 

Formal Mideasi peace talks arc 
due to resume here Tuesday un- 
less the probable resignation of 
the chief Israeli negotiator, 
Elyakim Rubinstein, causes a 
brief postponement. 

Mr. Rubinstein, who helped 
shape the 1979 peace treaty be- 


tween Israel and Egypt, objects 
to the "concessions" Israel is 
prepared to make to the PLO. 
diplomatic sources said. 

The Israeli negotiating team 
arrived Sunday without Mr. 
Rubinstein. He is a career diplo- 
mat and protege of the late Israeli 
defence and Foreign Minister 
Moshe Dayan. Palestinian nego- 
tiators sought to have him dismis- 
sed when a labour-dominated 
government replaced the hard 
line Likud cabinet. 

The proposal would give the 
PLO administrative control over 
Gaza and also the West Bank city 
of Jericho. 

Mr. Christopher's interven- 
tion .the meeting with Mr. Peres 
and Israel's secret ’bargaining 
with the PLO have taken prece- 
dence over the formal negotia- 
tions at the State Department, 
though the talks provide a handy 
mechanism for working on de- 
tails. 

Shimon Sheves, director of the 
Israeli prime minister's office, is 
a(» due here this week for talks 
with Clinton administration offi- 
cials. 


Settlers, hardliners declare war on autonomy 
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TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Ex- 
tremists lobbed a grenade at an 
Israeli mi house on Mon- 

day as a 1 ft Jewish group 
declared war — j/on ugreement for 
Palestinian autonomy in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho. 

"We will fight this thing to the 
end without limits and without 
rules," warned Noam Federman, 
spokesman for the anti-Arab 
Kach movement. 

"1 will not give details, there 
will be operations to try to stop 
this thing. 

“If the army resists us with 
slicks we will use sticks but if the 
army uses guns we will use guns,” 
he threatened. Each was banned 
from putting up candidate in the 
1992 elections because of "racist 
tendencies." 

Jewish extremists threw a gre- 
nade at the home of Interior 
Minister Aryeh Deri before dawn 
Monday, police said. The tar- 
righc group Dov (Bear), which 
has links with Kach. claimed re- 
sponsibility in protest against the 
"abandon of Gaza and Jericho." 

The Grenade exploded but did 


not cause any damage or injury* 

Police said security would be 
stepped up at ministers' homes to 
prevent further attacks. 

Police Minister Moshe Shahal 
told Israel's military radio sta- 
tion: "The police stand prepared 
to maintain public order. The full 
force of the law will be used 
against those who break it.” 

He said he hod no information 
on claims from settlers that 
unarmed vigilante group has been 
set up. 

Health Minister Chaim Ramon 
issued a warning on state radio to 
“all those who want to start an 
insurrection against the elected 
government.” 

Several hundered Israeli set- 
tlers protested outside Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's office 
Monday. 

Some 400 police and border 
guards protected the prime minis- 
ter's office against the settlers 
who curried placards accusing 
Mr. Rabin of "selling off* the 
territories. 

The same time a few dozen 
supporters of the peace agree- 


ment held a counter- 
demonstration on the other side 
of the road. 

A couple of dozen settlers 
occupied the only synagogue in 
Jericho in protest at the auton- 
omy plan. The army ordered the 
sertlers to evacuate the synago- 
gue and declared the town a 
"dosed military zone." 

The military said it had re- 
moved a group of 80 settlers who 
set up a new enclave in the 
occupied West Bank to protest 
againsr the imminent agreement. 

The settlers set up the enclave 
with tents and a generator on 
Sunday between the Palestinian 
cities of Hebron and Bethlehem, 
a military spokeswoman said. 

"The army evacuated them this 
morning," she said. 

Israel Radio reported that "af- 
ter a brief period of tension, the 
settlers left." 

A spokesman for the protesters 
said they would continue with 
their action. 

"We started a struggle, we will 
finish it,” said Bobby Brown, a 
settler spokesman. "We believe 


this has the potential to spread all 
over and give the government 
quite a headache.” 

About 120,000 Jewish settlers 
live in fortified settlements 
among nearly two million Palesti- 
nians in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strit>. 


Weizman urges calm 

President Ezer Weizman urged 
Israeli politicians of all colours to 
remain clam. 

"I hope that the parries will not 
fuel the tension on the eve of vital 
and historic decisions for the 
Israeli people," Mr. Weizman 
told Israeli Television. 

"One side must not accuse the 
other of leading the country into 
war." he warned after a stormy 
debate in parliament during 
which Likud right-wing opposi- 
tion leader Benjamin Netanyahu 
charged Mr. Rabin with sowing 
the seeds of the destruction of 
Israel. 

Mr, Weizman recalled that it 
(Continued no page 10 ) 


Jibril threatens to kill 
Arafat; PLO hits back 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Hardline 
Palestinian leader Ahmad Jibril 
threatened Monday to assassinate 
Yasser Arafat if he accepted the 
"Gaza-Jericho first" plan for 
autonomy in the Israeli-occupied 
territories. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) swiftly hit back, 
denouncing Mr. Jibril as a 
mercenary. 

"We remind Arafat of the fyte 
of (former Egyptian President) 
Anwar Sadat and that of Issam 
Sanawi," said Mr. Jibril of the 
Popular From for the Liberation 
of Palestine-General Command 
(PFLP-GC). 

"If he accepts the plot for Gaza 
and Jericho autonomy, he will 
pay the price, along with his 
associates." Mr. Jibril said in a 
statement. 

Mr. Sadat signed a peace treaty 
with Israel in 1979 and was assas- 
sinated two years later, while Mr. 
Sartawi, a close aid to Mr. Arafat 
charged with contacting Israeli 
groups, was killed in 1983. 

A PLO spokesman, quoted by 
the Palestinian news agency 
WAFA in Tunis, said the orga- 
nisation had saved Mr. Jibril from 
several assassination bids from 
within his own group. 

The PFLP-GC leader was a 
“mercenary... who had worked 
against his own people and re- 
volution over ail the stjges of the 
Palestinian struggle.’ the spokes- 
man charged. 

Mr. Jibril, whose non-PLO 
group opposes the U.S.- 
sponsored peace talks, warned 
that the accord on autonomy 
starting in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank of Jericho would 
"trigger a civil war in Palestine." 

It would also serve the "Zionist 
plan to liquidate the intifada." 
which has swept the occupied 
territories since December 1987, 
said the leader of the. PFLP-GC, 
which is close to Syria and Iran. 

He urged Palestinians in the 
occupied territories and abroad 
"to rise up and foil this plot ” 

The two main components of 
the PLCv aside from Arafat's 
Fateh, th Popular Front for the 
Liberarioi-' of Palestine (PFLP) 
and the Democratic From for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), 
have also rejected the plan. 

The two groups said Monday 


Arafat was manipulating PLO 
funds in an attempt to force 
Palestinians into submission. 

PFLP and DFLP officials said 
the PLO had exaggerated the 
gravity of a financial crisis so that 
ordinary Palestinians would 
accept Mr. Arafat’s plans out of 
desperation (see store on page 
10 ). 

In Tunis, Bassarr. Abu Sharif, a 
political adviser to Mr. Arafat, 
dismissed the reports. "These 
statements ha\e no basis what- 
soever. We have a real financial 
crisis," he said. 

But the DFLP and PFLP offi- 
cials said Mr. Arafat in fact had 
billions of dollars stashed atvay in 
banks in Cairo and would use the 
money to buy political support in 
the Israeli-occupied territories 
when and if Israel gives rhem 
autonoms . 

Officials lo>zl to Mr. Arafat 
say the organisation, once one of 
the world's richest liberation 
movements, has been herd hit by 
the loss of aid from Gal: states 
angered by Palestinian sjmpjchv 
for Iraq during the GuI: crisis. 

Some Palestinian fighters and 
pensioners have not received 
their usual payments from the 
PLO for up to se%en months. The 
PLO has also cut salaries and is 
selling off real estate. 

But the DFLP and PFLP offi- 
cials said the loss of Arab aid was 
a problem rather than a crisis and 
the PLO had a large income ftom 
investments in Atrica. Asia. 
Latin America and the republics 
of the old Soviet Union. 

"PLO investments are not 
affected. They are generating 
huge returns," said one. "The 
investments are either in Arafat’s 
name, or only he and u limited 
number of h:s close aides know 
the details of them." 

The United States, they adder, 
had promised to help the PI 
receive S70U million in m\e 
ment aid for the occupy ~ 
lories from Japa" 

Europe and Arab 

Mr. Abu Sh? 
the United ? 
solve the PL 

"The Pah 
billion in ri 
rebuild th 
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Palestinian autonomy in months 


money and politics permitting 


By Nicolas B. Tatro 

The Associated Press 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Once Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) can agree on the de- 
tails. proponents say Palesti- 
nian autonomy can be estab- 
lished in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho in a matter of months. 

But There are substantia] 
obstacles: Both Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat are 
politically weak, facing serious 
challenges from within that 
may undo any agreement they 
negotiate. 

Also, Palestinians are wor- 
ried that the experiment in 
.self-rule could collapse unless 
they get real political power 
and enough financial aid to 
convince the residents of the 
occupied territories that peace 
pays. . . 

Perhaps the biggest threat is 
the assassin's bullet and ’ an' 
outbreak of lighting between 
Mr. Arafat and Palestinian fac- 
tions drat reject peace negotia- 
tions. 

“I expect if an agreement is 
reachedjhere will be violence. 

expect assassinations* by 
1 Islamic groups and leftists who 
reject any compromise with 
Israel, said Abdul A1 Sattar 
Qassem, a political science lec- 
turer at Bir Zeit University in 
the. occupied West Bank. 

Islamic militants in Gaza's 
Shabura camp told a reporter 
recently that they expected to 


be fighting With activists from 
Mr. Arafat's Fateh faction 
soon after an agreement was 
reached. 

“If Israel leaves, Gaza will 
become like Lebanon. There 
will be civil war,” said Abu 
Mohammad, an activist with 
the Islamic fundamentalist 
group Hamas, who is wanted 
by Israelis. 

For example, threats recent- 
ly circulated against Faisal 
Husseini, the bead of the 
Palestinian negotiating team 
who is a possible candidate to 
head the Palestinian self- 
governing authority that will 
replace Israel's military gov- 
ernment. 


If self-rule turns into a battle 
for dominance in Gaza and 
Jericho, it could ruin chances 
for Israeli withdrawal from the 
rest of the occupied territories 
and creation of a Jordan ian- 
Talestinian confederation. 

“If they fail, all Israelis will 
see the failure as 1 the end of any 
conceivable attempt to reach 
agreement with the Palesti- 
nians,'’ said Joseph r'Alpber, 
head of .Tel Aviv University's 
Jaffee Centre for Strategic Stu- 
dies. 


. He said this was why the two 
sides should allow at least a 
year to train Palestinian secur- 
ity forces and lay down plans to 
prevent clashes. 

There are also serious ques- 
tions’ about the political 
strength of Mr. Rabin's coali- 
tion government, which holds 
62 seats in the 120-member 


parliament. . 

Hie Sbas Party, with six 
seats, has threatened to pull 
out if either of two Shas mem- 
bers is forced to step down, as 
seems likely, from government 
posts as a result of corruption 
investigations. 

The Shas bond with the left- 
leaning government is tenuous 
anyway, and the right-wing 
Likud bloc's campaign against 
"making deals until the “terror- 
ist” PLO could make inroads. 

Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu warned Israelis that 
Mr. Rabin's government was 
putting the PLO “on {he map" 
with its headquarters only a 
short car ride from Jerusalem. 

“Once we withdraw from 
the territory, Arabs who want 
to kill us will rule there, and 
they will rule in areas that are 
very dose to the coastline and 
to Jerusalem. They will basi- 
cally surround us, and they will 
threaten the country's security 
and existence,” Mr. Netany- 
ahu said on brae! army radio. 

To a great extent the agree- 
ment is bom of weakness, not 
strength.- 

Mr. Rabin's government 
sees Gaza and Jericho as a 
no-fuss solution. There are few 
settlers in either area, and the 
agreement is crafted to allow 
Israeli forces to remain m such 
settlements as there are thus 
avoiding a traumatic show- 
down with the 120,000 Jewish 
settlers and their right-wing 
supporters. 

For the PLO, getting a 
toehold on Palestinian land is a 


symbol step towards the goal 
of statehood and creates a 
momentum that could rescue 
Mr. Arafat from a finandal 
crisis and increasingly strident 
demands for democratic re- 
form. 

Sari Nusseibah, a prominent 
Palestinian adviser to the nego- 
tiating team, said Palestinians 
estimated it would take up to 
$12 billion to restore the eco- 
nomic health of the occupied 
territories after 26 years of 
occupation. 


Even so, proponents of the 
PLO- Israel process predicted 
the obstacles would be over- 
come. 1 

Avraham Tamir. who 
helped negotiate peace with 
Egypt and was an architect of 
the 1978 autonomy plan on 
which the current agreement is 
based, said it would take three 
months to implement once de- 
tails are worked out. 


He said the significance of 
the current pact was who it was 
with: the PLO. That gave the 
plan credibility — the lack of 
which forced Egypt and Israel 
to abandon efforts to reach a 
limited Palestinian self-rule 
plan m 1980. 

“What is a historic break- 
through is not Gaza-Jericfao. It 
is that we are dealing with the 
PLO,” said Mr. Tamir, a for- 
mer general who is dose to the 
current negotiations. 


Nicolas B. Tatro. the AP’s 
chief in Jerusalem, has covered 
the Middle East since 1977. 


Gaza the difficult, and Jericho the calm 


THE TENTATIVE agreement 
Sunday between Israel and the 
PLO to implement autonomy m 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho 
bring together two areas united 
by Palestinian hopes and di- 
vided by violently different 
approaches to achieving them. 

The Gaza Strip, with 

800.000 Palestinians living in 
an area of 362 square 
kilometres along the 
.'Mediterranean Sea,, is best 
5 'known "as the Deceinljgr 1987 
1 birthplace of the “uprising 
; againsiTsfaeli rule m the occu- 
\ pied lands. Most .uprising 
j attacks originate in its 
crowded, dusty refugee camps 
and towns. 

Crossing into the strip from 
Israel is like crossing into a 
different 'Time: Fields plowed 
by beasts of burden, andent 
cars rattling along poorly 
paved roads, powered by little 
more than a prayer. 

More than 70 per cent of 
Gazans classified are as Palestinian 
refugees of Israel's founding in 
1948. 

Jabaliya refugee camp, with 


more than 200,000 residents 
jammed along streets straddled 
by sewage-glutted gutters, is 
said to be the most crowded 
real-estate in the world. 

The uprising launched the 
Hamas, the fundamentalist 
Islamic organisation which is 
the PLO's main opposition and 
has as its declared aim the 
sabotaging of the peace talks. 
It is strongest in the strip. 


- Uprising 1 attacks have vir- 
rui-Kialiy wiped out Israeli 

- lumemories of pre*1967 *crosS- 
.-fborder attacks on Israel, when 

the Strip was cbnfroHed 'by- 

Egypt. At the time, Israeli 
propaganda referred to the 
strip as “a dagger pointed at 
the heart of Israel.” 


Most Israelis have said they 
would be happy to let the Strip 
go. PoQs show that nearly half 
would give it up unilaterally. 

Israel and the PLO have 
proposed massive investment 
as a way of reviving the area — 
some Israeli leaders have de- 
scribed the area as a “potential 
Singapore.” 


But Israel Television re- 
ported Sunday that the Strip’s 
likely resistance to comprom- 
ise bias led the PLO to demand 
a strong police force to control 
the strip. 

There is also the question of 
some 4,000 Jewish settlers who 
have settled the south of the 
Strip. Their leaders have pub- 
licly vowed not to leave, but 
privately, many settlers have 
said foey. want out . after repe- 
ated uprising attacks." . 

By conda^ J.ericbo’s p^lm- 
Imed .“drowsy.’ streets, ten 
..kilometres .from the- Jordan 
River, represent a tranquil 
ideal to both Palestinians and 
Israelis. 

The andent town is a com- 
fortable start for. both the PLOand 
the Israelis because most 
Palestinian residents and Jew- 
ish settlers in the area are 
secular moderates who back 


“This will be an opportunity to 
try and live with oar neigh- 
bours.” 

Jews know Jericho as the 
first Biblical breach of the 
Israelites into the “promised 
land.”- where Joshua brought 
the walls down with the shouts 
of children. 


The hugely popular song, 
“Jerusalem of Gold,” written 
by Naomi Sheraer in 1967, 
opines for access to Jerusalem 


^"by way of Jericho.’’ 
'For Palestinians, -the 


- — . — heat- 
drenched oasis lacks the poh- 
tiafl activism identified with 
cities like Nablus and Ramal- 
lab. West Bank centres of the 
uprising. 


compromise. 

“We have a longstanding de- 
cision not to contradict govern- 
ment decisions,*' Danny Lavie 
of neighbouring Kibbutz 
Almog told Israel Television. 


But the town of 10,000, 
famous for its cafes and res- 
taurants, is important to the 
Palestinians because of its pro- 
ximity to the AI Hussein 
bridge, the major border cros- 
sing into Jordan. 

The bridge is a link to em- 
ployment and business ties in 
the Arab World, as well as 
family ties in Jordan. 


Starvation rampant in western Afghanistan 


By Terence White 
Agcnce France Presse 
HERAT, Afghanistan — 
Abdul is just over one year old 
but he looks like a wizened old 
.man, with deep-sunken eyes 
and a wasted body of tiny 
bones wrapped in loose- 
banging skin. 

Like many Afghan children 
here, Abdul is suffering from a 
complaint . health experts call 
PEM — protein-energy mal- 
nourishment *■— in his case, 
marasmus* but known to most, 
people hs starvation. 

Abdul's 20-year-old mother, 
who comes from a small village 
outside the provincial capital 
of Herat in western Afghanis- 
tan," thinks she was “14 or 
maybe 15” when she got mar- 
ried. Abdul is her fourth child. 

. She brought Abdul to the 
Heart general hospital because 
she had heard about the special 


clinic there run by the French- 
based relief agency Mededns 
du Monde (MDM), which is 
helping mothers like her cope 
with malnutrition. 

Most of the mothers in this 
cfanic have marasmic babies, 
but some cases of PEM called 
a ''kwashiorkor” occur, in which 
' the child gets sufficient calories 
but not enough protein, so that 
they look swollen and if you 
press the flesh of an arm a deep 
impression caused by too much 
fluid is left. 

“We opened this clinic in 
March 1993, because mal- 
nourisbment is rampant in the 
villages,” says Anne Favre, 
pediatrician and MDM medic- 
• al co-ordinator for Herat . 

Unlike other areas of Afgha- 
nistan, Herat is experiencing a 
welcome peace in the wake of 
the 14-year struggle against 
Soviet occupation and an 


Afghan communist regime, but 
the process of normalisation 
after such a traumatic era takes 
time. 

Dr. Favre says adults among 
the rural poor who are strag- 
gling to reestablish their liveli- 
hoods can survive on rice or 
bread alone but children need 
a proper, well-balanced diet 

At 13 months, Abdul weighs 
only 4.5 kilogrammes, when he 
should be closer to 10 kilog- 
rammes, says Dr. Favre. Un- 
like many cithers, however, he 
will five. 

“Hie first five days in hospit- 
al are critical for these babies. 
If tiiey come in weighing less 
than 60 per cent of their nor- 
mal weight for height, they 
only have a SO-SO chance erf 
survival,” cautions Dr. Favre. 

She runs a 15- bed unit — 
although there is a need for 30 
— where the malnourished in- 


fants are fed a special milk 
formula eight times a day until 
they are ready to leave, when 
they are given military-style 
ready-to-eat meals of soya- 
bean fortified rice. 

Older children receive care- 
fully balanced meals which in- 
clude- one egg a day and fruit. 

“The mothers are given 

3,000 Afghanis (about $2) dai- 
ly, which they pool to buy food 
such as rice, vegetables and 
meat from the bazaar,” Dr. 
Favre explains. 

Poor young families often 
get caught up in vicious cycles 
which are hard to break, com- 
ments Dr. Favre, such as a 
mother not having enough 
breast milk due to her own 
mahrourishment — in which 
case poor substitutes such as 
tea are given to the child that 
may result in diarrhoea and 
even more weight loss. 


PROPHET’S BIRTHDAY: Palestinian scouts 
march into the Old City of Jerusalem Monday to 
celebrate the birthday of the Prophet Mohammad. 


Israeli pofice were on hand to keep order during 
tins first parade held with a police pennissiot) since 
the start of intifada in 1987 (AFP photo) 


Settlers vow 
action oyer 
Palestinian 
autonomy 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Jewish settlers in occupied 
areas being considered for 
Palestinian self-rule have vowed 
to mount a campaign of civil 
disobedience if the plan goes 
through. 

Right-wing government oppo- 
nents said foe moves toward an 
agreement for Palestinian self- 
rule in foe Gaza Strip and Jericho 
would lead to an independent 
state that endangers Israel. 
Palestinians also expressed strong 
misgivings. 

“In terms of security of foe 
state, we've always believed that 
a Palestinian Arab state in Judea 
and Samaria (the West Bank)... 
would endanger the very exist- 
ence of the state of Israel,” said 
Yechiel Letter, a leader of foe 

120,000 Jewish settlers m the 
occupied territories. 

The ultra-nationalist leadership 
of foe Jewish settlements called 
an emergency meetingon §unday 
aiid Lexter ‘ warned; foCT. would 
intensify "foeif bppbsitioe" to 
Prime Minister’ Yitzhak Rabin's 
government. 

“We will call for massive but 
non-violent civil disobedience,” 
Mr. Leiter told Reuters. 

Israeli government ministers 
said they had an agreement with 
Palestinians on an autonomy plan 
for foe Gaza Strip and Jericho 
and would meet on Monday to 
■ approve it. 

Government officials said foe 
agreement, if signed at the 11th 
round of Middle East peace talks 
starting on Tuesday, would be a 
breakthrough in foe 22-month- 
old negotiations. 

Israel insisted on Sunday it 
would continue to provide secur- 
ity for Jewish settlers in Gaza and 
Jericho after autonomy is im- 
plemented. 

But settlers fear autonomy will 
eventually lead to foe creation of 
an independent Palestinian state 
in foe occupied territories. 

“This wfll allow the PLO to 
create a Palestinian state in 
stages,” right-wing former Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said. 

“These are most dramatic de- 
velopments,” said Mosbe Katsav, 
bead of leading opposition Likud 
Party's parliamentary faction. 
“We see them as buds for the war 
to come between us and foe Arab 
states. So we are very fearful.” 

Likud parliament member 
Binyamin Begin, son of fonner 
Israeli Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin, called for replacing the 
government. 

“They are being not only very 
dymsy but dangerous,” he told 
Israel Radio. 

Palestinians in Gaza were also 
highly suspicious of foe agree- 
ment. 


Sudan jets stop bombing 
areas bordering Uganda 


Aruh, Uganda (AFP) — 
Sudanese airforce high-flying 
Antonov bombers that drove 
over 100,000 people from south- 
ern Sudanese border towns have 
stopped bombing raids amid in- 
dications that the tide of war has 
changed, sources said here Mon- 
day. 

Heavy fighting started on Aug. 
5 when foe government launched 
an offensive against John 
Garang’s faction of the Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA), which launched its own 
counter-offensive last week. 

Over 47,000 people who have 
crammed into the little village of 
Kerwa, 160 kilometres south of 
the southern Sudanese regional 
capital, Juba, have confirmed 
that foe spectre of a bloody offen- 
sive by government forces seems 
to have died down. 

Workers of U.N. agencies and 
relief organisations said that the 
SPLA, despite its split into sever- 
al factions, still possessed im- 
mense military firepower. 

“This is a war that no one will 
win in foe battlefield,” said one 


mobilised force that cannot easily 
be defeated,” an official with 
Medians Sans Frontiers (MSF) of 
Holland told AFP. 

The SPLA’s control of many 
areas of foe sooth has led to 
strong feeling against foe Khar- 
toum government. 

Colonel Garang melds im- 
mense support amongst the Dink- 
as, southern Sudan's most popu- 
lous tribe, some of whom think 
that the split within the SPLA 
was only temporary. 

“I think it will not be long 
before the SPLA is one again ,” 
Philip Choi of the Sudan Relief 
.and Rehabilitation Association 
(SRRA), foe humanitarian wing 
of foe rebel movement, told 
AFP. 

U.N. agencies and relief offi- 
cials here believe the worst is 
over for the SPLA. 

.“Garapg has weathered the 
storm. Khartoum authorities had 
expected SPLA areas to be soft 
ground, because of the split in its 
ranks,” a U.'N. official said. 

Following the split. Col. 
Garang is reported to have lann- 
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amid total news blackout 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Saudi in- 
spectors have begun searching a 
Chinese merchant ship that 
Washington suspects of carrying 
chemical weapons ingredients to 
Iran, sources in foe Gulf said 
Monday. 

The sources, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, declined to 
say when foe inspectors began 
searching foe Yinhe or how far 
their work had progressed. 

But foe inspection is believed 
to have begun Saturday,' a day 
after Saudi and Chinese officials 
boarded the vessel for tails with 
Captain Rude Chang and his 
28-member Chinese crew. 

Sources have said that U.S. 
experts, including coast guard 
personnel, were flown in from 
Washington to back foe Saudi 
inspection team. Chinese experts 
also were watching the operation. 

Washington has said foe Yinhe 
is believed to be carrying two 
chemicals, tbiodiglycol and 
thionyl chloride, which can be 
used to make lethal blister 
agents, mustard gas and nerve 
gas. 

The 19,237-tonne ship was 
stranded outside the Gnlf for 
nearly a month after Dubai, its 
port of call, refused docking 
rights following foe U.S. allega- 
tions. 

U.S. warships, which have 
been shadowing the Yinhe, had 
not allowed the ship to go past 
foe Straits of Hormuz, gateway to 


foe Gnlf, masting it most be 
searched before bring allowed to 
proceed. 

Saudi Arabia permitted the 
Yinhe to berth at Dammam 
Thursday, after Beijing gave in to 
American demands that foe ship 
be -searched. 

The ship is being searched by 
foe Saudis to satisfy a Chinese 
demand that the vessel be sear- 
ched by a third, neutral, party. 

~ The Yinhe’s shipping agents in 
foe; Gulf poll of -’Dammam, •arid- 
shipping executives there said 
Saudi authorities had imposed 
“strict ’secrecy” around the ves- 
sel. Port authorities had blocked 
the area around Quay 22, where 
the ship was berthed, they said. 

Hie Yinhe’s crew, reached by 
satellite telephone, refused com- 
ment about the search, beyond 
saying “Please call my embassy, 
sorty.”. 

An official Chinese team that 
arrived in Dammam last week to 
take part in foe search, also re- 
fused to give any details. 

“We have an agreement not to 
say anything till the search is 
finished,” said a member of foe 
team, reached by telephone in 
Dammam. “We will give you all 
the details after,” he said. 

Xie Juoping, deputy defence 
attache at foe Chinese embassy in 
Riyadh, said last week that Beij- 
ing’s decision was meant to prove 
that the Yinhe was not carrying 
any prohibited goods. 


(MENA) reported 
The weekly newsletter, °ptu>- 
lisbed in Nicosia, noted that Iraq 
is arguing it has compBcQ_with 
U.N. resolutions and therefore 
the international sanctions im- 
posed after tbeAng. 2, 1990 
invasion of Kuwait should be 
lifted. y ' _ 

“However, such argranesgs axe 
likely to be 
major Western 
maintain that * 

way to go to . v ^ ___ .. 
qmsite compliance with U-R-, re- 
solutions,” the newsletter -Wrote, 

It said the areas of I 

that most concerned Western 
dons such as the Untied States 
and Britain were disarmament, 
acceptance of -the U.N.- 
demarcated border, with Kuwait, 
respect for human rights arid the 
release of prisoners. of war.” 

Talks that begin in Newport 
on Tuesday also me to teclfc the 
issue of foe UJfc smve^snee 
cameras that were installed at 
Iraqi missile sites but have riqjyet 
been activated. V . ‘V 
The newsletter aboponttedout 
several specific areas where Iraq's 
latest positions are unfikriytD be^f 
accepted by the Security Copridl V 
Among these: 4 

— Iraq’s insistence that r, 
snrvefllance should be carridj 
using Iraqi helicopters aritiVair- 
craft. : 

— Sanctions should be lifted 
unconditionally, inducting a; re- \ 
sumption in weapons shipments to ! 
Baghdad. 

Hie- immediate ending qfjhe 
“no-fly” zones in north and south 
Iraq. 

MEES judged that since k full 
removal of sanctions is mfokdy, 
“observers fee] that it may be 
only a matter of time before i 
President Saddam Hussein - is ' 
once again obliged to fall baa: on 
foe alternative option of limited 
and-.roptftfonal oil safest, ( 
United Nations Security Cram- Jj 
cH resolutions "-TOti find 712 allow 
Iraq to'sefl $1.6 tnlficHi worth (rf ail 
under strict international control 
over a six-month period. Bagh- 
dad argues foe terms violate its 
sovereignty. 

MEES said however that re- 
ceft Turkish calls for a review of 
foe sanctions were a “significant , 
,new dement in the Iraqi o3 eqf> | 
tion” although the “effeg^on 1 } 
U.S. thinking remains ’ be \ 
seen.” > i 

According to foe respected t 
weekly, Turkey has lost more| ! 
than 34 billion dollars from' the 
three-year-old sanctions, mainly 
due to tiie closure of -an Iraqi f 
pipeline through Turkey. . -* 

In Baghdad, Oil MunsterOsa-! 
ma Al Hitti said Mouday fus 
country was ready to re s ume ex- 
ports immediately once foe 
embargo , was lifted and that ifm f 
in contact with foreign firms. 

Iraq seffing ot~* -v 
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MEES also said the Iraqi gwWf 
ment is selling oil products to the* 
Kurds in northern Iraq add 
porting to Iran and T * 
violation of the U.Nj’ 

The sales to the R 
north follow an agreement 
which “gasoline, kerosene 
gasoil are delivered from 
and Kirkhk.” according- to 
newsletter. 

It did not specify , 

accord took effect. - 
“In feet, tiie oil is 
vered by the Iraqi nrifitaryln 
totalisation Estab" ' 
to two private compute* 
ostensibly work for it wftoijl 
deliver the products to" 
vate Kurdish firms,* 
added. ■* 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 38-8. Aqaba 452, Humidity read- 
ings: Amman 18 per cent. Alpha 17 
per cent. 
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Bulk tm supplied by tbc Dqjarimcnt of 
Meteorology. 
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ournalist 
ewspapers 
ttend. 

Other military triaweth cimrdb Swdflek, 

pen to the press. ^ . . 

In a related develop Ctad *’ Tc ‘ 
lilitaiy source raid that a s^j 624590. 
atefa of 65 defendants belotmKiaifcm Td. 
j foe Vanguards of Conqt 
rtremist group go on trial ne 00 
aturday. More than 700 mem 


Hot weather conditions wiD continue 
today with winds changing at times and 
occasionally becoming northcastcriy 
moderate. Heat wave win gradually 
1 subside as of Wednesday afternoon. In 
Aqaba, hot weather conditions will 
prevail and winds wffl be northerly 
moderate. ■ ^ 

MHiJMh. temp. 

Amman 23/37 

Aqaba 26/43 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Sway 732056 

Dr. Mohammad Al Nahawi .... 819213 

Dr. Jam3 Maraqa 776149 

Dr. Mukblis Halasa 819220 

Firas pharmacy 66191 2 

Feidows pharmacy 778336 

AJAscma pharmacy 637055 

Natraukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yaooub pharmacy 644945 

qiw M »i m ri pharmacy 637660 

Naiiwih pharmacy 623672 

Kajlb pharmacy 847632 


TPftTTV 

Dr.FayezAlQari 

Alqnds pharmacy 


- 248743 

- (-) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad 985550 

KbaHfch pharmacy 985417 

IB 

Food Control Centre 637111 

CSvil Defence Department 661111 

Gvfl Defence Immcdi a w . 

Rescne. 630341 

Gvfl Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Fobs ..... 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade. - 891228 

Blood Bank .... 775121 

Highway PoScc 843402 

Traffic Pofice 896390 

FBbticSeanity Department — 630321 

Hotel CbmpSamts 605800 

Price Compbiats 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

’ Gomphmts... 897467 

Amman Municipality 

ComptahiB 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory amistance) 121 

Overseas CaU 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repain 623101 

AhUi Telephone Repairs ..... 661101 

Jocrian Television .773111 

, Radio Jordan 774111. 

Water Authority — 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric rower 


Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Afia IntL Airport 08-53200 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbatidi Maternity, J.Amn_. 644281/6 
AkDch Maternity. J. Aran.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malias. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Stamcsani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hoqrital 845845 

Al-Muashcf Hospital ......... 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahii, AbdaH 664164/6 

Italian. AI-Muhajrccfl 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Astaraficb 7751 1 1/26 

Amy. Maria 891611/15 

Ouren AEa Hospital 686100 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA.- 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zama National Hospital .. 

Ibn Sfarn Hhsphal 

AlHamaModcra Hospital (0?) 

DtND: 

Princess Basma Hospital (DZV 

Greek C^tiHjfc Hospital (02); 

IbnAlNafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


INTERN^RftL AIRPORT 

This information is suppScd by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen ASa International 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. where it 
shook always he verified. 



irs of foe group are involved in 



ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

98:38 .....Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ1 

8L3B Damascus (RJ) 

8830 DbahraniRJ) 

•9:45 Aqaba (RJ) 

1*3* — Muscat, Abo Dhabi (RJ) 

Ifcte Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

Hste Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

17:35 London (RJ 

17:55 Frankfurt (RJ) 

Carlo (RJ) 

UL36 ....... Chicagp. Amsterdam (Rjj 

2*09 — Madrid (RJ) 

92SS ; Madrid (RJ I 

04*5 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2} . 
13d8 Cairo (MS) 


Cairo (MS) 

- Abu Dhabi (GF) 

ES :: 

■Jg 

22 -..-Beirut (Me) 

Bucharest (RO) 

DKFARIURE5 

&r? ) n,an<RJ,F,,9h, » 

22 Aqaba (RJ) 

Amsterdam, New Yoft (RJ) 
JJ2 Madrid (RJ) 

MmS."t^SS(r 5 

S2 -Paris. BrnsscfeJS 

}t2 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

S2 

° ther F|| 9M* (Terminal 2) 

•8:15 1 

I 2 ;U '."I Beirut (ME) 

■*» - 


i sae 

17*« 

wire ” 




market 


UppcTflowcr price in fib 


Banana (Miiknnawj" 


Cabbage ... " 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cuaunbcrs (hrtgc) 

asSizi 


Garlic 

Grapes 

Guava 

Lemon „ 

{Jurowfh^j 
"wrrow (small) 
Mulukhii ’ 

Ohm™:.™ 

pe*ctes 
Fear 


pSS?. <swecl) 

Tomato 
Swcctuiduo ... 
Watermelon ... 


- — . - 
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.Restoration work on ih* Done at the Rock b> J tnarim brvotvtt covering the dome with gald-flkled 
(Vcopper sheets supported by lewd (F8e photo) 

vCreneral Islamic Congress for Jerusalem 
.■praises King’s efforts to protect shrines 

-■ .AMMAN (J.T.) — The General rise min bar (a stepped platform GICJ Secretary General Fa; 

Congress for Jerusalem for preaching) brought to Jem- Jaber sew another cable to K 
' .Monday sent a cable to salem by the Muslim leader Hussein voicing the commitu 

... "J s Majesty King Hussdn prais- SulMtifcn who liberated (he holy appreciation of the H ashen 
.«.*£ Ms efforts and continued city from the Cro w d ert in 1187 family's continued sacrifices 
drive to safeguard the holy places A.D. the holy places in Jerusalem 

.in. the occupied Arab lands, parti- u , . Also Monday, which was 

- ■-x'Jl*' ^3 MOivcrMry of .he Prop! 

. Referring to the king's recent Mohammad s birthday, K 

' . directives to the Prime 8 Minister * 5 « Hussein received cables of « 

and the committee charged with « ihc mmmmm a»t of S3 wishes from kings and heads 

• „ restoring the Islamic holy places state of Arab and Islamic coi 

The rebuilding of the min bar, 
which was destroyed in a fire in 
1969. is a reaffirmation of the 
King's determination to defend 
Jerusalem and A! Aqsa Mosque 
in the face of looming dan gen of 
inienumonalisation and Israel’s 
J udaisario n of the holy city, said 
the GICJ cable. 


Jordan could formalise $895m rescheduling, 
partial settling of commercial debts — Gammo 


By P.V. Vtvdcanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan hopes to 
formalise an agreement on res- 
cheduling and partially sealing 
S895 million commercial debts 
by early October. Finance 
Minister Sami Gammo said 
Monday. 

Work on related technical 
documents is almost complete 
after Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) Deputy Governor 
Michel Marto visited London 
and helped prepare them early 
this month. 

The documents enshrine an 
agreement that Jordan reached 
with the London Club of com- 
mercial creditors in July. The 
accord, involving S745 million 
in capital and SI SO million in 
outstanding interest, was 
approved by the Council of 


Ministers shortly thereafter. 

"The documents are being 
given the final touches, and we 
hope to sign and formalise the 
agreement by early October,” 
Mr. Gammo told the Jordan 
Times. 

It was earlieT expected that 
the agreement would be for- 
malised by late 1993, but with 
the speedy preparation of the 
documents the date was 
brought forward 

The agreement offers the 
creditors a choice of selling up 
to 35 per cent of the principal 
with a discount of 3S per cent 
and collect SO per cent of the 
outstanding interest 

The rest of the principal — 
65 per cent — will be con- 
vened into 30-year par-value 
bonds guaranteed by 30-year 
U.S. zero option coupons 


(predetermined-maxurity- 
value instruments). 

Ten per cent of the outstand- 
ing interest under this option 
will be paid immediately and 
the rest will be coovened into 
12-year dollar bonds and pay- 
able in 19 semi-annual instal- 
ments after a grace period of 
three years. 

Jordan will pay an interest of 
slightly above the London 
Inter-Bank offered rate (tibor) 
on the bonds. 

Estimates of the total cost of 
the partial settling and partial 
rescheduling agreement vary 
between $75 million and $90 
million. But the accord with 
the London Club represents a 
major breakthrough for Jor- 
dan. which started reschedul- 
ing its SS.3 billion foreign debts 
since 1989. 


The Kingdom, whose fore- 
ign debts now stand at around 
$7 billion, has already resche- 
duled pan of its dues to the 
Paris Club of creditor govern- 
ments and government agen- 
cies. 

It expects to resume resche- 
duling negotiations with the 
Paris Club in February next 
year after securing a seven- 
month postponement. Paris 
Club members hold about $4 
billion of the Kingdom's total 
debts. 

Diplomatic sources say Jor- 
dan would not find it difficult 
to reach rescheduling agree- 
ment with the Paris Gub mem- 
bers as along as its adheres to 
the economic restructuring 
programme agreed with the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 


* 







Sank Gammo 

The IMF and the Worid 
Bank have been supporting 
Jordan's economic recovery 
effom since 1989 and official* 
from both intenuliona] bodies 
say that the Kingdom ha* reg- 
istered a good performance re- 
cord with them. 


■ ..WN ul thc reconstruction of the 
"■iciem mmbar inside A1 Aqsa 
“ Mosque, GICJ said that the step 
. _ .will further enhance Arab and 
- Tsbmic rights and keep the mem- 
ory of Jerusalem alive in the 
■ minds of the future generations. 
King Hussein Saturday ordered 
" the government to act to rebuild 


GICJ Secretary General Fayez 
Jaber sent another cable to King 
Hussein voicing the committee's 
appreciation of the Hashemite 
family's continued sacrifices for 
the holy places in Jerusalem. 

Also Monday, which was the 
anniversary of the Prophet 
Mohammad’s birthday. King 
Hussein received cables of good 
wishes from kings and heads of 
state of Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries. 

The Prime Minister, the speak- 
er of the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment, the Chief Islamic Justice, 
heads of government depart- 
ments, public and private institu- 
tions and representatives of va- 
rious sectors also sent cables to 
the King. 


12 typhoid patients recovering, 
no new cases reported in a month 


‘AJLOUN (J.T.) — Twelve 
typhoid patients are under treat- 
-ment at Ai Iman Hospital in- 
’ AJloun and no further cases have 
been admitted, said a hospital 
source Monday. 

■ The source reported that seven 
children and five adults were 
being treated and were recover- 
•ing from the infectious bacterial 
fever. 

• Hospital Director Abdul Aziz 


-* lAl Khasawneh was quoted earlier 
• ‘ ar^sayng that the hospital had 
-• Lsfen necessary measures to deal 


with further cases if needed. 

• • 'Typhoid fever is caused by 
. * Salmonella typhi, a bacterium 

• :thai enters the body via con- 
* : -laminated food or water, later it 

• -is absorbed into the bloodstream, 
causing blood poisoning and sys- 


temic infection. 

Most- major epidemics of 
typhoid . have been caused by 
'pollution of public water sup- 
plies. Food and milk may be 
contaminated, however, by a car- 
rier employed in handling and 
processing them, by flies, or by 
the use of polluted water for 
cleaning purposes. 

Fresh vegetables grown on soil 
fertilized or contaminated by un- 
treated sewage are dangerous. 

Prevention depends mainly on 
proper sewage treatment, filtra- 
tion and chlorination of water, 
and the exclusion of camera from 
employment in food industries 
and restaurants. 

All those cases so far admitted 
for care in Ajloun are under close 


24-hour surveillance and the 
Ministry of Health in Amman has 
been informed of the situation, 
said Dr. Khasawneh. 

Last week in view of the sum- 
mer heat wave, the ministry said 
it was taking extra precautionary 
measures to prevent the entry of 
cholera cases into Jordan from 
neighbouring Arab countries, 
where the disease was reported 
widespread. 

The health minister was quoted 
as saying that typhoid cases do 
exist in the country, but he noted 
that since Aug. 22 no new 
typhoid cases had been reported 
in Jordon for five weeks. 


Heat wave 
to last until 
Wednesday 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The current heat 
wave which sent temperatures 
soaring to above 40"C in some 
pans of Jordan is expected to last 
at least until Wednesday, accord- 
ing to (he Department of 
Meteorology Monday. 

A department official told the 
Jordan Times (hat the heat wave, 
which started Saturday, was 
caused by hot. dry winds blowing 
towards the eastern Mediterra- 
nean zone from the Indian sub- 
continent and the Arabian desert. 

In August, temperatures in 
Jordan usually range between 34 
and 36 degrees, but they some- 
times rise to 40 depending on the 
eastern winds, noted the official. 

He said that on Monday 
temperatures reached 38‘C but 
were expected to ease a bit Tues- 
day, and night temperatures in 
Amman will not drop to below 
25"C. 

In Aqaba and the Jordan Val- 
ley, temperatures reached 44*C in 
the past two days, which is nor- 
mal for these areas during August 
heat waves, said the official. 

Rafiq Shaker, the department 
deputy director, was quoted in 
the local press Monday as advis- 
ing farmers to water their crops 
because the heat wave was eva- 
porating whatever humidity was 
left in the soil and leaving plants 
dry. 

The first heat wave this year 
was recorded by the department 
of meteorology in June when 
temperatures peaked at 39.2‘C. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

77je following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
. 1 he daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


. w Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Shaker AI Shadi at Alla Art 
Gallery. 

•fe- Exhibition of paintings by 25 Jordanian artists at the Housing 
Bank Complex exhibition halt 

' ir Exhibition of paintings by Jordanian artist Bfshara Ngljar at 
Esfabclla Art GaBery, Antra Shopping Centra. The paintings 
depict Jordanlan-Pilt itinian heritage, Jordanian satiquilies, 
Arab Jerusalem, rural life and natural scenery. 

,-fr New art gaUery, “Darat AI Fmmn,” of the Abdnl Majeed 
Sbofmm Foundation. Proeramme includes the permanent 
exhibition and the “Chair” exhibition fen Jabal Luwe&xfch. 
rtr Exhibition entitled "Reflections and Colours" by artist Zeinab 
Abbas Mahdl at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

SHOWS 

. * "The Eternal Torch," a variety of Circassian dances perform- 
ances by Al-Jed Al-Jadced Cta b at the dub's premises hi the 
Seventh Circle. 


; Israeli cabinet 

'• (Continued from page 1} 

Tuhis by the television station. 
He said he hoped the Israelis 
„Wpuld now recognise the PLO. 

Mr. Zvilli said be was not sure 
.“Mr- Arafat wonted to leave Tunis 
"'to set up base in Jericho and that 
;;tn any case the self-rule agree - 
-jfnent did not give exiled PaTesti- 
.. iiians the right to return. But the 
‘.'Israeli army would protect Mr. 
Arafat if he were permitted to go 
! to Jericho or the Gaza Strip, he 
'said. 

Mr. Abu Sharif disagreed, 
' Saying Mr. Arafat and all other 
..Palestinians had the right to re- 
‘ turn to (he region. 

Mr. Rabin indirectly confirmed 
-.reports that the plan had been 
worked out in a series of secret 
; meetings in Oslo, Norway, be- 
; 4 ween Foreign Minister Shimon 
; fejfttfes and a senior PLO official 
1 thieved to be Mahmoud Abbas. 
• ;1 'The cabinet did not, however, 
-Jackie the issue of recognition of 


the PLO, said Rabin spokesman 
Gad Ben-Ari. 

Mr. Arafat, visiting Yemen, 
was quoted as saying progress at 
the Washington talks this week 
depended on Israel's commit- 
ment to troop witlidrawal from 
Jericho and the Gaza Strip. 

Withdrawal would be just ‘‘one 
stage in the negotiation process 
linked to transitional Palestinian 
self-rule in the whole of the occu- 
pied territories including Jeru- 
salem." the official Yemen News 
Agency quoted Mr. Arafat as 
saying. 

Mr. Arafat met in Yemen with 
former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter, (he architect of the first 
Arab- Israeli peace treaty that was 
signed by Israel and Egypt in 
1979. 

Mr. Arafar told reporters the 
meeting with Mr. Carter was 
“friendly and constructive,” And 
that he urged the former presi- 
dent to help explain the Palesti- 
nian aspirations to the Clinton 
administration. 

Mr. Carter was on a private 
visit. 


SEASON’S FRESH HARVEST: A ert-toad of mlukhiyeh Is 
hauled by father and son along a downtown A mm a n street (Staff 
photo by Ayndcy Floyd) 
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JL u ^ JJiilelv 


Consultant Physician, Endocrinologist and Diabetologist 
Member of the 

Royal Colleges of Physicians of the United Kingdom 
M.R.C.P 

Masters degree in Endocrinology and Diabetes. 
M.Sc. U.K. 

Former specialist in Endocrinology and Diabetes 
in Charing Cross Hosp. and 
Glasgow Royal Infirmary U.K. 

Announces that he has opened 
his private clinic in: 

The Speciality Hospital 

For inquiries please call: 06-693693 


EC transfers JD22m to treasury 
in second part payment in support of 
Kingdom’s restructuring programme 


By a Jordan Thins 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has received 
the equivalent of about JD22 
million in (he second tranche of 
payment from the European 
Commission (EC) as support for 
the Kingdom's economic restruc- 
turing programme, officials said 
Monday. 

The commission transferred 
the amount — 25 million Euro- 
pean Currency Units (ECUs) — 
(0 (he Jordanian treasury. Fi- 
nance Minister Sami Gammo 
said. 

The assistance in foreign cur- 
rency will be used to finance the 
private sector's imports, and the 
proceeds in local currency in the 
exchange will be used for local 
infrastructure projects, said Jean- 
Pie rre Pierrard, economic coun- 
sellor at the EC delegation in 
Amman. 

“The .assistance is. tied with the 
rmnnmic restructuring program- 


me that Jordan has agreed with 
the International Monetary Fond 
(IMF)," said Mr. Pierrard, noting 
that last week's transfer was the 
second and final tranche of a 50 
million ECU pledge the EC made 
last year. 

The community paid the first 
tranche last year and the second 
payment was delayed until Jor- 
dan secured IMF approval of a 
standby agreement on some of 
the measures it had to adopt 
under the restructuring program- 
me. he said. 

The channelling of the local 
proceeds of the foreign currency 
aid will also be in line with the 
restructuring programme. 

“Hie programme sets out a 
priority list; water, education, 
civil construction and health, in 
that order, under a counterpart 
fund with the Ministry of Fi- 
nance," Mr.' Pierrard noted. 

Mr: Gammo; the finance 
minister, con fir med Jordan's full 


adherence to the programme 
since it also is in line with the 
Kingdom's development priori- 
ties. 

"We have been focusing on the 
same areas of development, and 
will continue to do so,” Mr. 
Gammo told the Jordan Times. 

The EC assistance is not linked 
to the regular economic protocols 
that the community maintains 
with Jordan or the bilateral help 
that the EC member states ex- 
tend to the Kingdom, Mr. Pier- 
rard said. 

The 50 million ECU payment 
came from the European Com- 
mission’s funds for the Mediterra- 
nean region, be said. 

“Jordan receives the highest 
per capita assistance under this 
programme,” the EC official 
said. 

No definite commitment has 
been made by the European 
Commission on assistance to Jor- 
dan for the next fiscal year. Mr. 


Pierrard was non-committal when 
pressed on tfaa point. 

But senior diplomats from 
European Community member 
countries say they have taken 
note of Jordan's recent appeal for 
economic assistance to Wip is 
cope with the severe impact of 
the Golf crisis, including (he re- 
turn of more than 320,000 Jorda- 
nian expatriates from Kuwait and 
other Gulf states. 

“The appeal is being studied by 
the concerned governments, and 
I expect movement in a positive 
direction soon,” said a diplomat 
from a prominent Community 
member state. 

The European Community as a 
whole and individual members 
have said that their preoccupa- 
tions with conflicts in Eastern 
Europe and the need to channel 
funds there have no impact on 
their commitment to helping Jor- 
dan and other countries m the 
region. 


Low food production is responsible 
for poverty, reduced food share — study 



AMMAN (Petra) — A recent 
study on food supplies and Jor- 
dan's food production conducted 
by the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) has revealed that low food 
production in Jordan is responsi- 
ble for poverty and a below nor- 
mal rate of per capita share of 
food stuffs. 

Mohammad Shahatii, head of 
the RSS Industrial Studies De- 
partment, supervised the survey 
which induded people from va- 
rious regions and the southern 
gove morales of Jordan. 

The results revealed that an 
individual's food energy intake 
has dropped from 3,460 calories 
in 1985 to 3,000 calories in 1992 
as a result of reduced local food 
production. 

Over the past two years Jorda- 
nians have lowered their con- 


sumption of meat, rice, sugar, 
olive oil, vegetable and fruit, 
according to the survey. 

The Finance Ministry has re- 
quested that the RSS determine 
die effects of low food production 
on the country's balance of trade. 
Dr. Shahatit said. 

The low rate, he said, has had 
adverse effects on Jordan's ba- 
lance of trade and payments and 
added a financial burden on the 
national economy by causing the 
cost of foreign imported products 
to rise. 

Jordan is self-sufficient in pro- 
ducts like table eggs, tomatoes, 
cauliflower, eggplant, cabbage, 
and cucumber, but the Kingdom 
still has to import sugar, rice, tea. 
coffee, legumes and fish. 

As an example of the burdens 
on the balance of trade deficits. 


Dr. Shahatit said that the trade 
deficit stood at JD761 million m 
1985, but rose to JD 1,008.6 mil- 
lion jn 1990. 

Noting that the population in 
the southern regions of Jordan 
suffers more from poverty. Dr. 


Shahatit said that the survey reaf- 
firmed earlier studies by the 
Ministry of Soda! Development 
which placed the incomes of 
JD 40 in 1978 and JD 68 in 1992 
within the absolute poverty 
braket. 


King congratulates 4 nations 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Monday 
sent a cable of good wishes to 
the King of Malaysia on his 
country's independence day 
anniversary. 

The King also sent a similar 
cable to the president of Trini- 
dad on his country’s national 
dav. 


King Hussein sent cables of 
good wishes Monday to the 
presidents of Kirgizhdan and 
Uzbekistan on their countries' 
national day anniversaries. 

The King wished the heads 
of these countries continued 
health and happiness and 
further progress and prosperity 
for their citizens. 



JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
AQABA THERMAL POWER STATION- 
STAGE II PROJECT 
TURBINE ISLAND CONTRACT 
(TENDER NO. 46/93) 

The Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) announces the 
turbine island tender documents (Tender No. 46/93) for 
Aqaba Thermal Power Station-stage II extension project, 
are available for purchase as of Aug. 29, 1993. 

The tender consists of the design, supply, delivery, 
erection, testing and commissioning of two (2) steam 
turbine units each 1 30 MW with all auxiliaries for the above 
project which is an extension to the existing Aqaba 
Thermal Power Station that consists of two (2) x 130 MW 
oil fired power generating units. 

The project will be divided into four major contract 
packages, the boiler island, the turbine island, the civil 
works and the fuel oil tanks island. 

The bidders will be allowed to bid for one tender package, 
any combination therefore, or a single turnkey contract. 
It is expected that Arab and international funding agen- 
cies will participate in financing the project. Procurement 
will be subject to the terms and conditions of the 
respective lending agencies. 

Sealed tenders shall be submitted to the secretary of the 
Tendering Committee before 10:00 a.m. Amman time, 
Jan. 3, 1994, at the JEA office in Amman. 

Tender documents are available from the address given 
below for a non-refundable fee of $3,000 payable to JEA 
for each set consisting of two copies of the tender 
documents. 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
Zahran Street-7th Circle 
P.O. Box 2310 
Amman-Jordan 
Tex.: 21259, Faxj 818336 


JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
AQABA THERMAL POWER STATION- 
STAGE II PROJECT 
BOILER ISLAND CONTRACT 
(TENDER NO. 47/93) 

The Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) announces the 
boiler island tender documents (Tender No. 47/93) for 
Aqaba Thermal Power Station-stage II extension project, 
are available for purchase as of Aug. 31. 1993. 

The tender consists of the design, supply, delivery, 
erection, testing and commissioning of two (2) boiler units, 
each for 130 MW power capacity with all auxiliaries for the 
above project which is an extension to the existing Aqaba 
Thermal Power Station that consists of two (2) x 130 MW 
oil fired power generating units. 

The project will be divided into four major contract 
packages, the boiler island, the turbine island, the civil 
works and the fuel oil tanks island. 

The bidders will be allowed to bid for one tender package, 
any combination therefore, or a single turnkey contract 

It is expected that Arab and international funding agen- 
cies will participate in financing the project. Procurement 
will be subject to the terms and conditions of the 
respective lending agencies. 

Sealed tenders shall be submitted to the secretary of the 
Tendering Committee before 10:00 a.m. Amman time, 
Jan. 3, 1994, at the JEA office in Amman. 

Tender documents are available from the address given 
below for a non-refundable fee of $3,000 payable to JEA 
for each set consisting of two copies of the tender 

documents. 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
Zahran Street-7tn Circle 
P.O. Box 2310 
Amman-Jordan 
Tex.: 21259, Fex.: 818336 
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Beyond euphoria: Caution 


JUST AS the Israeli government and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation fPLO) gave their peoples strong signs that 
they are only hours away from signing an agreement on the 
Jericho-Gaza first option, voices of suspicion and doubt 
began to reverberate in both camps. Considering the huge 
implications that the reported accord would have on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and the Palestinian problem in particu- 
lar, these doubts should, at least, be expected. 

What is completely unacceptable, though, is the unjusti- 
fied reactions of extremists among the Palestinian and 
Israeli opposition circles. 

On Monday, Ahmad Jibril, leader of the radical Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine General Command, 
called for the assassination of PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
as a ‘‘traitor." His threats can only be taken seriously but 
above aD they should be condemned by Palestinians who 
support and oppose the Gaza-Jericho option alike. The 
ongoing debate among the PLO on the viability of this 
option should not become the launchpad for a vicious circle 
of divisions and internecine fighting within the Palestinian 
camp. Voices opposed to the Gaza-Jericho agreement 
should be expressed in a democratic, peaceful and healthy 
way. Only then will they be respected, appreciated and 
listened to. 

Despite the shortcomings of the proposed agreement 
between Israel and the PLO, it redirects the Arab- Israeli 
peace talks to their right path: The Palestinian problem, the 
core of the conflict in the Middle East. That on its own is an 
achievement. 

The Gaza-Jericho option, as presented by the PLO, would 
constitute the first step towards a final solution, to the 
Palestinian problem. It would be the beginning of a long 
process that Palestinians insist should end with the regaining 
of the Palestinian people's national rights, including the 
establishment of a Palestinian state. 

That said, the focus of the internal Palestinian debate at 
this point should be the viability of the option and the 
attainment of guarantees that this initial phase of the 
agreement would not prejudice the final outcome of the 
negotiations: An Israeli withdrawal from all the occupied 
Arab territories and achieving for the Palestinians the right 
to self-determination. 

That Jericho would house Palestinian institutions should 
not mean that the quest for Jerusalem as the capital of a 
Palestinian state can be abandoned. That Pales tinian 
self-rule is starting in Gaza should not mean that re gaining 
control of the West Bank is left out from the list of the PLO’s 
top priorities. 

The initial euphoria over gaining control over parts of the 
occupied territories should not, above all, prevent the PLO 
from carefully assessing the risks that lie in returning to 
Gaza. There are necessary preconditions that must be 
fulfilled in order to enable the PLO to run the Strip. 
Economic, social and political considerations should not be 
overlooked. 

The PLO should approach the coming crucial stage of 
negotiations with Israel with utmost caution. It cannot 
afford failure nor can its constituency. The Gaza-Jericho 
option should work as a prelade towards realising all the 
political rights of the Palestinians. It should not become a 
failure which Israel can cite eventually to deny the PLO, and 
the Palestinians in general, their legitimate aspirations and 
right for statehood over their own land. — 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IT WAS natural for Jordan to respond most favourably to a call 
by the president of the United Arab Emirates, Sheikh Zayed Ben 
Sultan, to the Arabs to end their differences and dose their ranks, 


said A1 Dustonr daily Monday. Jordan, which has been advocating 
?fishing solid 


the idea of re-establishing solidarity among the Arab states in the 


wake of the developments of the recent years, has been the first 
call f 


Arab country to call for solidarity, said the daily. Jordan has been 
urging the Arab leaders to transcend the differences which benefit 
only the enemies of the nation and has been demanding that the 
Arabs turn a new chapter in their relationship In order to be able 
to confront dangers, said the daily. The paper said that Jordan 
strongly belives that only through a united stand and close ranks 
can the Arabs and Muslims regain their status among nations and 
that unless the negative aspects of the past three years were 
removed, nothing amid prevent the enemies of this nation from 
dominating its affairs and future, added the paper. The paper 
pointed out that the city of Jerusalem is currently the target of a 
vicious conspiracy that can be detrimental to the Arab and 
Muslim rights and therefore there is no need for solidarity at ah 
levels. It said that Sheikh Zayed’s call is truely welcome in Jordan 
which will remain true to its pledge to work relentlessly to protect 
Arab rights and safeguard Islamic shrines. 


SALEH QALLAB, a columnist in AI Dustonr, focused attention 
on the Zarqa Governorate, the second largest city in Jordan, 
describing it as the mother of all cities and villages. Noting that it % 
houses people form various parts of the country and the 
Palestinian land as well as Arab countries, the writer said that the 
Zaraa Gover - v.rate has nearly a million people, of whom nearly a 
auarter of a n iUion are eligible to vote in parliamentary elections. 
Only three pasons represent all this population in parliament, 
ZHJlrAma to present and the previous election laws said the 
Writer Indeec, and to be fair, this governorate should be 
Presented by at least 20 deputies in view of its huge population 
Its sidents are mostly workers or employed by the 
unbuting to the construction of the country. 


and because its 
Armed Forces 
said the writer. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. B««in 


Jericho-Gaza: A small triumph to build upon 


THE APPARENT breakthrough agreement between Israel and 
the PLO on an initial self-governing Palestinian authority in 
Jericho and Gaza has generated much excitement, but also much 
scepticism and opposition in both Israeli and Arab quarters. What 
did we expect after nearly a century of Zionist- Arab nationalist 
warfare: children’s choirs and free falafel sandwiches? The initial 
scepticism is a sign of more to come, including violence by 
extremists in both Israel and the Arab world. The fact remains, 
though, that great historical forces that were unleashed in recent 
years are starting to change the face of the Middle East. 

The Jericho-Gaza option, if it materialises, will be an extraordi- 
narily historic occasion: the first sign that the political and 
territorial gains of 20th century expansionist Zionism are being 
reversed. Sure, the arguments of the opponents of this move are 
based on reality: Jericho-Gaza is small stuff, self-government is 
not. full sovereignty, the future of Jerusalem is undear, Israel 
retains its occupational mode, and so on and so forth. All of this is 
real, but this method of all-or-nothing political action and 
historical analysis is no longer valid, for it has brought the 
Palestinians and the Arabs only failure and suffering in the past. 
The point of Jericho-Gaza is to vanquish the past, to engage the 
enemy with new weapons of political maturity and historical 
patience, and to usher in a better future based on realism, 


goals. 


Jericho-Gaza is a small first step, the start of a very long process 
that might lead to Palestinian setf -determination and sovereignty 
in several d ec ades. But its symbolism is powerful. It represents 
die initial step in the geographical roll-back and political 
containment of Zionism, an early 20th century mass movement 
which, like cn miminism, socialism, fascism, na-rkm and Others, is 
being forced to come to terms with its fraying historical relevance. 
Israel as a fortress state dependent on foreign support, and 
occupying Arab lands in perpetuity, is a neo-Crusader model of 
imperialistic and predatory .racism that promises the Jewish 
people only perpetual suffering and, perhaps, long-term annihila- 
tion. The future of Jews in Palestine and the Arab world is likely 
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altefffid finanriaJprobleins, its autocratic pr«toem, 

so many PaKtiniaiis and other Arabs 
malign the leadership that achieved this A 

.’The contorted and ailing political psyche of nortAia»£. 
revealing itself very clearly today. Those who 
it easy to condemn or to question praent 
• in the future. Of course, the PLO « riddled 
corruption, inefficiency, and many of * e 
define the modem Arab political order and every single other 


to be very much kv** their past, as one of several minorities living ■ 
in peace and productivity in a region to which they are deeply tied 


with ancient bonds. 


pragmatism, and hope. 

Jly but 


Israel is gradually but persistently coming to terms with three 
things that it bad always said it would refuse to accept: the 
Palestinian national reality of a people .with collective and 
individual rights, the legitimate representational role of the PLO, 
and that Israel's borders have to revert to something approximat- 
ing its pre-1967 frontiers. Jericho-Gaza is a dramatic symbol of 
these processes that have been forced on Israel, but, sadly, * 
Jericho-Gaza is also being analysed by many as a sign of the 
weakness of the PLO ana President Arafat, due to the PLO’s 
finan cial and decision-making pressures. I would suggest this is a 
barfly mistaken analysis that reflects the widespread Arab disease 
of intellectual dependence on Western media and diplomacy, and 
of psychological confusion generated by cumulative defeats at the 
hands of Zionism/Israel in the last century. 

The reality is that this is a moment of mini-triumph for the PLO 
and for reasonable Palestinians and other Arabs who have 
insisted on the validity of patient diplomacy. It was inevitable that 
Zionism would have to accommodate itself to the Palestinian and 
Arab/Isl auric reality, and Israel could not forever live as a military 
occupier or predator in tins region. Israel finally recognised the 
Palestinian/Arab reality when the Palestinian intifada and the 
anti-Israeli resistance in south Lebanon revealed a new genera- 
tion of Arabs willing to struggle and to pay a price for their rights, 
while at the same time the PLO and the Arab states decided to 
engage in responsible, patient diplomacy through the peace talks, 
rather than to ding to emotional slogans or make unrealistic, 
all-or nothing demands. Jericho-Gaza is the first tangible sign that 
this approach will bring results, if one is patient and clever enough 
to develop a strategy that aims for small gains that can be bmlt 
upon cumulatively to achieve our long-term national rights and 


“Jericho-Gaza is a small first step, the start of a 
very Jong process that might lead to Palestinian 
self-determination and sovereignty in several de- 
cades. But its symbolism is powerful. It represents 
the initial step in the geographical roll-hack and 
political containment of Zionism, an early 20tb 
century mass movement which, Uke communism, 
s ocialism , fascism, nazism and others, is being 
forced to come to terms with its fraying historical 
re/erance,” 


Arab government and political power structure. 

Who ever said the PLO or Arafat and Co. were angds? Who ever 


Those who fear that Jericho-Gaza is all we will get represent the 
battered Arab psyche of defeat and fear. Instead of mindlessly 
and immaturely uttering stupidities about how the Israelis will 
give us autonomy in _Jericho and Gaza and then give os nothing 
more in the future, Palestinians and Arabs who are sceptical erf 
the moves underway today should take some tim e to reflect on 
their own defeated psychological state, while appreciating the 
broader historical forces at work in the region today. Israel wants 
us to react with sce p tic is m and negativism. It wants us to see 
ourselves as weak, defeated people whose fate lies in the hands of 
officials in Israel and Washington. Many — perhaps most — 
Arabs play along with this scenario. They doubt the peace talks 
w ill su cceed. 'They think Arafat and the PLO are on the ropes and 
therefore must accept anything offered to them, no tnattwr how 
humiliating. They think the Israelis are supermen who do what 


they want in this area, or that the Americans are super planne rs 

, ... - - Mkkfle East 


who have already mapped out the future of the 

This is perhaps a natural way to flunk for an Arab people 
defeated and dazed by history’s injustices, but it is a way that we 


said they were anything more than a symbol of 
struggle for national rights, and, by extension, of the 
pan-Arab struggle this century for dignity and a rational national- 
QjfxHcf 7 " 

The sudden focus on the weaknesses of Arafat and the PLO g- 
outrageous and slightly demented, in my view, at the moment 
when we have engaged the western powers in political action,, 
cornered the Israelis, and started to reverse the excesses of 
Zionism. We are in the early stages of these processes, but we are 
in them, and moving ahead. When the PLO and Arafat are long 
gone, the issues of Palestinian/ Arab national dignity will continue 
to rhalte wgp- m . That is where our focus should be, and 
Jericho-Gaza suggests that we have a rare chance today to reap 
some snail but real gains to start reversing our grievous historical 
experience this century. Those Arabs who are so confused and 
scared by si gns of small victories would do their nation a service 
by tami ng their psychological weaknesses and political deficien- 
cies, and instead trying harder to appreciate that the future does 
not have to be as bad as the past — unless they wish it to be. Have 
we been so badly shaken by defeat that we can no longer 
recognise progress and perhaps even victory when we stand 
before their unfamiliar arms? 
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U.N. multilateralism — a cure 


for ugly new nationalisms 


By Rutros Ghali 


UNITED NATIONS, New York 
— Multilateralism stands for a 
long-held but rarely achieved 
ideal: the voluntary cooperation 
of nations for peace and develop- 
ment. Today, multilateralism is 
working more effectively than 
ever in history. 

Member states of the United 
Nations have heaped new respon- 
sibilities on the organisation. The 
danger, expense and scale of new 
operations exceed anything in the 
United Nations' history and are 
unique in the record of interna- 
tional affairs. 

What is going on in places like 
Angola, Cambodia, El Salvador, 
Georgia, Haiti, Somalia, Tajikis- 
tan and the former Yugoslavia is 
nothing less than an effort to 
preserve the foundations of the 
state system while beginning to 
shape a post-cold war structure of 
peace and security. 

This is a difficult endeavour, 
with far-reaching and uncertain 
consequences. It is being made 
even more difficult by the up- 
surge of two kinds of ugly 
nationalism: ultranarionalism and 
micronationatism. 

From one direction come 
assaults by ultranationafists who. 
apparently nostalgic for the years 
when one or a few big powers 
called all the shots, would prefer 
that the United Nations serve as 
cover for such interests and re- 
turn to the relatively marginal 
role it played in years past. 

In cases such as Bosnia and 
Somalia, when the secretary- 
general coordinates the political 
negotiations, humanitarian aid 


and peacekeeping operations, or 
approves the timing of a military 
action, it is nor out of hunger for 
power but because the Security 
Council has placed a responsibil- 
ity on the secretary-general to do 
so. 

But in these and other peace 
operations, critics have failed to 
recall, or have misunderstood or 


have knowingly disregarded re- 
quirements of ! 


resolutions that 
their governments may have 
voted for or even helped to draft. 

National forces that voluntarily 
serve under unified multilateral 
command cannot expect to con- 
duct or not conduct a milifajy 
operation on their own decision 
or to decide in the field to disobey 
orders. 


Member states that elect not to 
provide troops cannot subse- 
quently decide to enter the 
theatre of conflict at a time and m 
a manner of their own choosing. 
Governments should not feel 
aggrieved when the United Na- 
tions abides by binding resolu- 
tions and expects all states to do 
the same. 

In many multilateral opera- 
tions under way, the United Na- 
tions is attempting to deal with 
threats from micronationalism 
and the ethnic or tribal forces that 
cause states to fracture and fall 
apart. 

In Somalia, the state and its 
sovereign authority and integrity 
ceased to exist as a result of these 
pressures. What the U-N. is 
trying to accomplish there is the 
restoration to legitimacy of one of 
its members. 

When it is suggested that the 
United Nations abandon this 


effort as violence worsens, or 
when the multilateral effort is 
undercut by the uncoordinated 
decisions of those contributing to 
it, the failure of a mission and the 
toss of a nation's hopes are at 
risk. This would also undermine 
what is perhaps the post-cold war 
era’s most fundamental task: the 
defence and strengthening of a 
cooperative and healthy interna- 
tional state system while defend- 
ing legitimate minority -rights 
within state borders. 

Between ultra-and microna- 
tionalism, the U.N. seeks to pre- 
serve the nation-state as die very 
foundation of international life 
mid to bring states together in an 
enlightened multilateralism that 
can enhance their specific in- 
terests while advancing the com- 
mon cause. 


legitimate. 

The United Nations has been 
mandated to undertake compre- 
hensive and costly endeavours to 
transform societies and states 
where the risks of failure and 
likelihood of long-term involve- 
ment have been far beyond any 
one state’s interests. And many 
states also recognise that some 
problems — drugs, pollution, dis- 
ease, human and natural disaster 
— cannot be dealt with enduring- 
ly without multilateral effort. -. 


If tins is to succeed, govern- 
ments can expea to aa multi- 
laterally or unilaterally — but not 
to have it both ways at the same 
time. And subnational, ethnic or 
tribal factions cannot expea to 
undermine the political unit in 
which they exist while claiming 
the privileges of a sovereign 
nation-state. The quest to estab- 
lish one ethnicity on one territory 
is being revealed for what it is, a 
generator of “ethnic cleansing,” 
racism and crimes against human- 
ity. 


A growing number of member 
states are concluding that some 
problems can be addressed most 
effectively by U.N. efforts. Thus, 
collective security is finally begin- 
ning to work as it was conceived. 

Despite setjrapK such efforts 
are reviving hfeA-/tior achieving a 
workable international system. If 
this momentum is to be built 
upon and maintained, govern- 
ments must overcome attitudes 
ingrained when nationalism 
seemed incompatible with multi- 
lateralism and exercise the disci- 
pline multilateralism requires. 
Ethnic and micronationalist 
groups need to realise that justice 
and prosperity cannot be attained 
m a world made unworkable by 
endlessly splintering factions. 


Today, member states have 
asked U.N. forces to go where 
they have not wanted their own 
soldiers to venture. Others have 
asked the United Nations to take 
the lead in negotiations where 
their own unilateral efforts would 
not be sufficient or accepted as , 


U.N. multilateralism will not 
replace — indeed, it must foster 
— responsible regional, bilateral 
and independent international 
activities. 

The people of the world have 
become convinced that democra- 
cy is essential to progress with 
justice. Multilateralism is the 
democracy of international socie- 
ty — The New York Tunes. 


Gaza is waiting 
for Arafat 


By : Safcher; ABtua 1 

Ageoce Fran^‘y^ssse ‘ 


GAZA CITY, Occupied Gaza ' 
Strip — The people of Gaza 
have already decided where 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
should set op Jus headquarters 
for Palestinian, autonomy. 

The sprawling seafront 
building, used by the Egyptian 
governor until Israeli forces 
marched into Gaza in June 
1967, has been dubbed “Pales- 
tine government house”. 

It may still be die razor- 
wired headquarters of Israel’s 
border police force and repre- 
sent the occupying power, but 
the stnrdy 1940s construction is 
no longer looked at with the 
same trepidation. 

News had hardly broken that 
Israel was preparing to sign an 
outline agreement to grant the 
PLO self-government over the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
' town of Jericho before the site 
had been selected by popular 
acclaim. 

Rumours crackled through 
the narrow band of land on the 
eastern Mediterranean on 
Saturday evening after a dozen 
political leaders were called to 
hear senior PLO official 
Mahmoud Abbas, Allas Abn 
Mazes, deliver important news 
by telephone from Tunis. 

“Hie told us in substance: 
“prepare the people for an 
agreement which will soon be 
signed with Israel,” said Diab 
el Loh, who heads the Gaza 
High Commission, a Fateh 
political group. 

The commission immediate- 
ly began handing out leaflets 
on Sunday saying that an 
autonomy agreement was im- 
minent. 


_ The mood of Gaza swung 
violently once more from de- 


to near euphoria. Yester- 
775,000 people 


ty most of the 

liSe point’ln 
the Middle East peace negotia- 

w 0 5.* J bich resn «ne in 

Washington today. 

^On Monday, hope was re- 
born and the people were wait- 
ing for Arafat, almost tike a 
messiah, - to be rid finally of the 
Israeli oppressor. 

Mohammad Salem Al Qod- 
weh, chairman of the Gaza 
Chamber of Commerce and a 
second cousin of Arafat, is 
impatient but sure of the re- 
tain. 

“Abu Ammar (Arafat) has 
sprat hrs whole life fightineto 
iterate the lend ofTffi! 
"S?** "ty be *ould 

SteS D,e ‘ reofo “ 1 ^i» 

“It’s true he was born in 
Jerusalem, but be spent a ma- 

BLJ-LT? childhood in 
“ d « was from Gaza 
^ off abroad. 

It should not be forgotten 


-365.> J jth(n'-tMir^rfather'' Aft&ul 
■V bffaoaf, vfflRft fietf-iii'tfce 40s£ is 
^‘buried irf>Khan Yunes,” he 
wadded. v -*' 

Saad, a jeweller, is also 
among those waiting. ‘ 

“I am going to wait for 
Arafat to crane before ! buy a 
new car.” he said. "Thai way I 
will have a car with Palestinian 
licence plates,” be smited 
Abu Sliman, who works at 
tyre repair shop, is waiting 
see old friends. 

“I was in the same class as 
Nabfl Shaath and I hope to 
embrace him,” he said of Ara- 
fat's political adviser. 

Mohammad Dawas, 32*.a 
graduate in business admihis- 
. tration, is more cautions. 

“I support Gaza-Jericho first 
but only if it is in the 
framework of an overall agree- 
ment on the interim . period 
covering all the occupied terri- • 
tones, including Jerusatah.”., 
Hamas and the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine, who opposed the 
peace process, have kept quiet. 
Not even a leaflet agrinst'tbe 
fledgling autonomy agreement 
has hit the streets as nonnallydf 
on tiie eve of a new round or?! 
Middle East peace hifh * 

But not everybody agrees 
with the terms of the agree-, 
ment. 

Yunes Ajjaro, a lawyer hnk- 
ed to the Popular Front, voice* : 
strong opposition. “Israel must 
first agree to a global agrafe^, 
ment covering all the occupied^ 
territories, including JeriF . 
salem,” he said. 3 •; 

“Then we can talk aboutan 
an to no in ous Palestinian gdvr,. 
eminent in Gaza or Jericho 
elsewhere.” 

“I do not think Israel w3l*- 
ever pull out of here.-If Arafat- 
“mis he is going to come and}: 
Uve m the governor's pala«v ^ 
he with have to share ftwith&e 
Israelis ” said Ramzi TarazL a 
■-8-year-old Gaza engineer. 
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*Ji2t-Hzs fate" 
who died rate! 
in Khan lute 


By Pfcoia Sands 

WOODS HOLE, u.SA — 
Ol xhc world’s scientific 
5^ rC< S n ? y ^° ,Dcd t0 «=thcr at 

0aa/> °* raph ' c In- 
stitution in Massachusetts to dis- 
cuss the problem of nuclear waste 
dumping, among them geolow 
expen Dr. Charles Hollister 
For the last year, there has been 
substantial press and scientific 
concern about new allegations 
that the Russians have made ab- 
out Arctic radioactive waste 
dumping." he explained. “We 
thought that there was an awful 
tot of hype, a lot of misinforma- 
tion — a lot of the stuff we were 
reading didn’t make any sense to 
®c from a scientific point of 
view." 

So. Dr. Hollister says, when 
things got to this level of global 
concern, the world's leading ex- 
perts on nuclear dumping — the 
scientists — decided to weigh in 
and try to “separate fact from 
fancy." He went to Russia twice 
to help organise the conference 
— “to get the right people on 
board, get them here, and explain 
what was expected of them, what 
it was all about.” 

About 110 scientists from 1J 
countries and representatives 
from the Environment Defense 
Fund, Greenpeace, an environ- 
mental group that campaigns for 
nuclear-free oceans, and other 
advocacy groups had gathered at 
Woods Hole to express their 
opinions. Most of the tircuro- 
Arctic nations attended, includ- 
ing Canada, Norway, Denmark. 
Iceland, Finland, the U.K.. Lap- 
land and Russia which sent more 
than 70 representatives. “The dr- 
cum- Arctic nations are most con- 
cerned, and we brought them 
here to discuss the real, as 
opposed to perceived danger," 
Dr. Hollister said in an exclusive 
interview after the conference. 

At the end, the consensus was 
dear, he noted. “We can see no 
biological, physical or chemical 
evidence that any of that material 
has entered the food chain or has 
caused any damage to the food 
chain, to human health or the 
environment at this time." 

He added: “Danger to human 
health and the environment from 
deep-water sources of radioactiv- 
ity, principally the (Soviet) nuc- 
lear submarines with their nuc- 
lear weapons that have sunk 
accidentally, is not, at the present 
moment, any cause for alarm. 
The same applies to all the reac- 
tors that have been dumped in 
the shallow Arctic by the Rus- 
sians." He cautioned, “There are 
about 10 reactors on the Arctic 


Oceans can handle nuclear waste, scientist says 


shelf that have fuel still in them, 
and they are estimated to be 
mto the environment at 
some point in the figure — on the 
order of a 100 years or more.” 

At the conference the scientists 
ran calculations on what would 
happen if all the reactors and 
containers dissolved immediately 
“7 a *ORt-case scenario. “Even 
when we ran the numbers on 
that, wc couldn’t come up with a 
serious threat to the environment 
or to the food chain or to human 
health." Dr. Hollister said. There 
were minority opinions among 
the advocacy groups that "were 
emotionally invested in this issue 
but, from a scientific point of 
view, after a global look at this, it 
was not a catastrophe, but it is of 
concern and we don't want to 
ignore it." 

The Russians, according to Dr. 
Hollister, have been straightfor- 
ward in opening some but not all 
of their files. “Even their mem- 
bers of parliament have said *We 
don't have all the answers yet 
from our military colleagues','* he 
explained, "so there’s a certain 
amount of frustration amongst 
them as well as ourselves . . .There 
was a strong consensus that we 
have an open-file look at this 
&#acy of the cold war. The classi- 
fied data that the military have on 
both sides should be opened up to 
the public." 

During the past year. Russian 
reports have revealed additional 
examples of nuclear dumping — 
“a few more here and a few more 
there." Atexi V. Yablokov. 
whom Dr. Hoi lister compares to 
U.S. Vice President A! Gone — 
something like the environment 
president of Russia — was 
charged by Boris Yeltsin with 
preparing a status report. "Thai 
report was brought td this meet- 
ing by cabinet-, minbter-and par- 
liament-level individuals, and a 
free and open exchange took 
place." Dr. Hollister explained. 
Scientists believe they now know 
80-90 per cent of what has been 
dumped and they don’t see any 
reason to suspect that fish or any 
of the other living resources are 
in grave danger from radioactive 
materials. 

Yet Dr. Hollister noted that a 
tremendous amount of pollution 
has taken place in the Arctic 
region in the shallow bays and 
estuaries. Potential riverbome 
transport into the Arctic is a 
major concern, he said. "There’s 
a lot of stuff in the rivers and 
dammed-up regions that drain 
into rivers that, if allowed to head 
to the Arctic, could change the 
picture substantively ...Another 
future source of concern is likely 


Norwegian authorities have decided it would be too d an g e rou s to 
raise the Russian nuclear submarine Kootfofet* which sank in 1W9 
(WNL photo) 


to be the submarines that are tied 
up at the shallow docks and their 
military establishments, which 
will have to be dcfucied and 
decommissioned 

"There are a lot of toxic mate- 
rials that are relatively short-lived 
that have to be gotten rid of. so 
we are not sanguine about the 
future. We’re very concerned 
that there’s a lot to be taken care 
of, but the cause for alarm right 
now is way overstated.” Dr. Hol- 
lister thinks there are bigger 
issues to worry about. "If you had 
to set up some priorities, I think 
some chemical wastes that are 
being dumped into our ground- 
water that come from what we 
call non-point sources along the 
coastal regions — runoff from 
farms and factories into drainage 
ditches and sewage outfalls — 
pose more of a concern." 

“1 would suspect that our best 
bet would be to let the punish- 
ment fit the crime. There are 
other major issues that really 
need to have attention. We don’t 
drink seawater. We drink fresh 
water,” he argued. "The atroci- 
ties that wc are perpetrating 
against our groundwater are real- 
ly serious — and it’s a diminishing 
resource." 

On the other hand, oceans — 
based on preliminary data and 
the findings of the conference — 
seem to have a fairly high toler- 
ance fur radioactive material and 
they seem to assimilate most of it. 
The radioactive materials hang 
onto clay particles, and the clay 
particles, by the forcerof gravity, 
go to the bottom and rend to stay, 
"There’s a natural scrubbing 
mechanism in the ocean that we 
might find interesting to study," 


he explained. 

Oceans also have vast dilution 
potential. "We still have a lot to 
iearn about concentration effects 
within the biological system, but 
we haven’t yet seen any of the 
stuff (nuclear waste) concen- 
trated in the muscles and tissues 
of fish caught right next to the 
sources of radioactivity," Dr. 
Hollister said. “There was a con- 
sensus that before we went muck- 
ing about trying to dean up some 
of this mess, we should think 
about the relative impact of 
cleaning up versus leaving it 
there: If you pick it up and stir it 
and it’s broken and leaking and 
we haul it up from the bottom 
and put it on a ship, then what do 
we ao with it? Most of us felt that 
you’ve got to leave it there but 
monitor it.” 

The scientists agreed “that we 
should keep watchdog on it." 
Billions of dollars are not neces- 
sary right now to clean up the 
mess, Dr. Hollister says. "In fact, 
there were some serious sugges- 
tions by a number of countries 
that we simply leave this stuff 
where it is. that maybe it isn’t 
such a bad place after all." 

"One of the proposals put for- 
ward by the Russians was that we 
establish a whole new regime, a 
whole new organisational struc- 
ture to take care of this,” Dr. 
Hollister said. “We all agreed 
that there are plenty of organisa- 
tions that could be beefed up to 
take care of this problem.” For 
example, the U.N.’s Inicmation- 
.-ak -Atomic Energy Agency, the 
London Dumping Convention, 
the Intergovernmental Maritime 
Organisation, the U.N. Environ- 


mental Programme or the World 
Health Organisation. 

The monitoring will have to be 
done by experts in ocean en- 
gineering who can design instru- 
ments abfe to reach the bottom of 
oceans and measure what needs 
to be measured during a desig- 
nated period. Dr. Hollister said. 
"The public will decide where it 
wanes to spend its money, but if 
they ask the advice of the scien- 
tists, they will probably say that 
nuclear material in the ocean is 
not a particularly good place to 
put billions of dollars.’’ The pre- 
ferred alternative would be to 
monitor one or two sites, looking 
at them every three to five 
years. 

If you take all the geological 
features available on planet 
Earth, Dr. Hollister said, the one 
that stands out as having the very 
highest capacity to retain the 
most toxic of these radioactive 
isotopes turns out to be the deep- 
sea, fine-grained clays that cover 
about half the planer. 

Between 1974 and 1986. the 
U.S. and seven other countries — 
Woods Hole was one of about SO 
institutions involved — were 
studying the feasibility of isolat- 
ing high-level, radioactive waste 
into submarine geologic forma- 
tions. In 1988. the eight countries 
agreed on paper that the deep-sea 
day formations would provide 
one of the better barriers to 
contamination. 

"There’s no doubt that we all 
felt that the deep-sea day forma- 
tions held great potential to iso- 


late high-level waste from the 
biosphere forever.” Dr. Hoi lister 
said. “A ample calculation based 
on very conservative estimates 
would say that if you put pluto- 
nium, one of the worst of the bad 
contaminants and a major com- 
ponent of weapons, about 100 
feet below the mud — which is an 
easy thing to do, just letting it 
free fall into the sediment, which 
is very soft sticky sediment like 
toothpaste — it trouJd cake about 
100 million years to leak out. 
And, of course, in 100 million 
years, it is all decayed." 

“Those calculations have stood 
the test of time," Dr. Hollister 
added. "But the programme was 
canceled . . .after the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Energy decided against 
it." The sdenfists that worked on 
it, including Dr. Hollister, judged 
that the deep-sea day formations 
could be a very useful medium for 
the permanent disposal — or 
recovery, if desired — of high- 
level nuclear waste. 

The problem of how to dispose 
of nuclear waste will only in- 
crease, Dr. Hollister said. “As 
long as we want to have electric 
power, we’re eping to have nuc- 
lear waste," Dr. Hollister said 
philosophically. "We’re not going 
to have oil forever. The civilian 
use of nuclear power is an impor- 
tant component of out power- 
hungry supply." He added. “I’m 
not too sanguine about some of 
our reactors. Each one was 
almost a one-of-a-kind design 
...Instead of just pumping out a 
lot of jeeps, we pumped out one 
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Dr. Charles Hollister 

Cadillac, one Ferrari — it’s hard 
to have a garage to take care of 
all those different cars." 

“The Soviet reactors and their 
safety records and their efforts to 
protect human health have, in the 
past, and continue to be of much 
lower quality," Dr. Hollister 
added. "1 am concerned about 


nuclear power, and power de- 
pendency on nuclear designs 
needs a lor of work." He says a 
good place to spend money is on 
cleaning up "dirty" reactors, 
making new ones all of a similar 
design and increasing safety stan- 
dards and inspection routines — 
World News link. 
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OAPEC sees developing countries 
as future market for Arab oil 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — De- 
veloping countries will become 
the main importers of Arab oil in 
the long run at. demand is expec- 
ted to slow down in industrial 
slates, according to an official 
Arab study. 

.“Consumption of oil in the 
industrial states has reached a 
level of saturation and growth in 
demand will decline whether the 
proposed carbon taxes are im- 
posed or not,” said the latest 
monthly bulletin of the Cairo- 
based Organisation of Arab Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OAPEC). 

* “At the same time, many re- 
latively poor nations will push 


their way into the next century 
with attempts to improve their 
economies, especially those coun- 
tries which have made headway 
in development by relying on free 
market incentives ana attracting 
investment/' the report said. 

“These countries will provide 
the fastest growing markets for 
petroleum products, especially in 
the transport sector/' he added. 

The study, obtained Sunday, 
said only 20 per cent of the 
current 400 million cars in the 
world are in the developing coun- 
tries while nearly 40 per cent are 
in the United States and 30 per 
cent in other industrial nations. 


“One of the future scenarios 
expects the total cars in the work! 
to increase to one billion by die 
year 2020, of which half will be in 
the developing countries/’ the 
Arabic language bulletin said. 

Oil demand in developing 
countries currently accounts for 
around IS million barrels per day 
(b/d), nearly 27 per cent of the 
total. In the industrial states, 
consumption is estimated at 40 
million b/d. 

The European Community has 
remained the top importer of 
Arab ofl and regional producers 
fear its proposed carbon tax will 
hurt demand and further depress 
their earnings, already sharply 


down because of weak oil prices. 
“03 producers do not have 


prior concepts of what mil hap- 

/ for 


pen and they lack a strategy 
joint action/’ said . OAPEC, 
which groups Saudi Arabia and 
nine other key Arab oil produc- 
ers. ' , 

“The present crisis facing oil 
states require cooperation to lay 
down a common ground where 
they can assess reserves and plans 
to develop them, and conse- 
quently come out with a flexible 
system of production quotas that 
match market needs and re- 
venues of producers,” OAPEC 
pointed out. 


Azerbaijan resists 
pressure for new 
rouble zone 


BAKU, Azerbaijan (R) — War, 
unrest, rebellions, refugees and 
coups have been Azerbaijan’s lot 
since it left die former Soviet 
Union in 1991, but it does not 
wont to be drawn back into de- 
pendence on Moscow. 

. • However, Russia's July curren- 
cy reform — scrapping pre-1993 
rouble banknotes — bas put new 
pressure on the southern stele to 
do just that. Finance Mir 'iter 
Salih Mamedov said in a rejent 
interview. 


dwindling but still substantial oil 
income from Soviet-era onshore 
fields. 

Work has started on creating a 
dollar- man at interbank exchange 
and reserves are being pert aside 
to back a new currency. ‘‘Re- 
serves so far aren't very big, 
about SS0 million, but we are 
gradually adding to that,” be 
said. 


- The JuJy move effectively kil- 
led off the old shared Soviet 
rouble and brought in a Russian 
currency. 

Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan 
have agreed to set up a new 
rouble zone, accepting Russian 
monetary control. But Mr. 
Mamedov said Azerbaijan was 
unlikely to follow suit. 


“I think i! would be hard for us 
to go into this new rouble zone, 
although until the government 
takes a final decision it's just my 
opinion/’ Mr. Mamedov said. "I 
don't think we should go in. It 
envisages control by the Russian 
Central Bank over all reserves, 
interest rates and banknotes. This 
would not allow the implementa- 
tion of our autonomous economic 
and financial policy/’ 

Like many other ex-Soviet re- 
publics, oil-producing Azerbaijan 
brought out its own currency in 
its first year c* independence. 
The manat worth 10 roubles, was 
used in tandem with the ex-Soviet 
unit. 


Western diplomats say Azer- 
baijan will need about $200 mil- 
lion to back its currency. But 
there is no reason the country, 
with assets including huge ofl 
reserves off its Caspian Sea coast, 
should not be able to create a big 
enough fund. 

Mr. Mamedov said the main 
obstacle to the step-by-step 
changeover was the chaotic poli- 
tical situation, which has made 
international financial organisa- 
tions wary of helping Azerbaijan- 
with a stabilisation rend and ba- 
lance of payments support. 

“If we had a bit of support 
from the International Monetaiy 
Fund ... we could get out of this 
position very quick Jy/* be said. 

Armenians from the disputed 
territory of Nagorno-Karabakh 
have taken control of the enclave 
and targe tracts of Azerbaijan in a 
series of military victories. 


But plans to dump the rouble 
altogether were delayed several 


times. Mr. Mamedov said the 
latest deadline — Sept. 1 — 
would not be met either. 

He said Azerbaijan was trying 
to avoid accepting the card Mos- 
cow was forcing on it and, in-- 
stead, to go on laying solid found- 
ations for a move to a manat-only ■ 
economy later. 

: He said inflation ago, half Rus- 
sia's monthly rate. 

: • The huge expense of the war, 
and the upkeep of hundreds of 
thousands of refugees, is offset by 


But Mr. Mamedov said he had 
high hopes of a economic union 
between former Soviet republics. 

Unlike the new rouble zone, 
this would benefit republics eco- 
nomically without threatening 
their sovereignty. Payments be- 
tween republics would be made 
by converting domestic curren- 
cies, rather than using roubles as 
-a common currency. 


“We should join it,” he said. 
“Our economies are all closely 
•integrated and cutting those links 
in the lat two years has led to 
factories dosing. More than a 
third of the falls in production 
here are linked to our cutting off 
ties with other republics. If there 
is an economic union, we'll be 
able to put that right and steady 
production.” 


Washington says U.S. only 
major country where labour 
cost dropped last year 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
foe or 


United States was the only major 
industrial country where there 
was a drop last year in the cost of 
an hour’s factory labour, the gov- 
ernment has said. 

Compared with 12 competi- 
tors, inducting Japan and Ger- 
many, employers’ labour costs in 
the U.S. have been falling steadi- 
ly since 1985, according to figures 
released by the Labour Depart- 
ment. The decrease has 
amounted to 62 percentage 
points. 

The figure reflects changes 
both in pay and productivity. So 
it gives an indication of the 
advantage gained by U.S. em- 
ployers in competition with those 
of other countries. 

The 1985-92 period also saw a 
sharp decline in the price of the 
U.S. dollar, compared with other 
currendes. A smaller decline in 
U.S. labour cost — 13 percentage 
points — appears when costs are 
measured in each country's own 
currency. 

The department's Bureau of 
Labour Statistics made its figures 
available only in percentages, not 
in actual money. 

Measured in U.S. dollars, 
Canada's labour costs dropped by 


5.2 per emit last year but that was 
only because of the drop in the 
price of the Canadian dollar. 
Measured in national currencies, 
the costs in the United States 
showed the only drop — 1.5 per 
cent, and Canada’s cost was flat. 

In dollar terms, Japan had the 
biggest cost increase for the year 
— 18 3 per cent Other increases 
ranged from Taiwan's 12.4 per 
cent to South Korea’s 3 of 1 per 
cent West Germany had a 12 per 
cent increase; the figures take no 
account of unification with the 
former East Germany. 


The average output per hour of 
American workers rose by 4.6 per 
cent — a rate exceeded among 11 
major countries only by Britain, 
5.1 per cent, and Sweden, 4.7 per 
cent. 


Japan was only one of the 11 to 
show a decline in average hourly 
output. Its 63. per cent drop was 
largely due to decline in output 
the Bureau commented. “Labour 
hours were reduced by only one 
per cent.” 

The result may reflect the 
widespread practice in Japan of 
keeping workers on the payroll 
even when there is tittle work for 
them. 


Yeltsin 
vetoes 
Russia’s 
anti-Western 
banking law 


MOSCOW (R) — - President 
Boris Yeltsin has vetoed a bank- 
ing law threatening to clamp 
down on foreign banks in Russia, 
Interfox News Agency said Mon- 
day.. 

Mr. Yeltsin has sent the act 
passed by parliament in July but 
yet to become law, back to the 
Soviet-era legislature for recon- 
sideration saying it puts “unjust*' 
limits on foreign banks. 

The act urges offshore foreign 
banking rules and orders the cen- 


tral bank to review licences it has 
already issued — to French banks 
Credit Lyonnais and Societe 
Gene rale, jointly to German 
Dresdnef Bank A.G. and French 
Banque National® de Paris, Z - 
Laenderbank Austria A.G. and 
Bank of China. 

A presidential veto can be 
overruled by -a two-thirds par- 
liamentary majority. 

Parliament wants all foreign 
bank licences cancelled by Janu- 
ary if not renewed by December. 
It orders the central bank to limit 
number of foreign banks autho- 
rised to deal with Russian firms 
with export/import licences. 

It also vows to restrict foreign 
bank services in Russia in 1994 
and 1995 to those for foreigners 
only. 

Russia, with over 1,600 local 
banks, has a strong anti-Western 
banking lobby winch wants fore- 
ign banks at bay and fears com- 
petition. 


Other foreign banks queueing 
i include two of 


up for a full licence 
the biggest U.S. banks. Chase 
Manhattan and Citicorp, as well 


as to Switzerland's Credit Suisse 
and Turkish Garanti Bank. 

Existing foreign bank legisla- 
tion caps the amount of foreign 
banks with capital and geog- 
raphical limits. It limits the total 
capital of all foreign banks in 
Russia at 12 per cent of that of aQ 
Russian banks, many of whom 
are undercapitalised. 


French baby-boomers _ 
face raw deal on retiremen 


PARIS (R) — French baby- 
boomers, a generation imbued 
with the fun-first, work-later 
ethics of the 19605, will face a raw 
deal on retirement 

Under new pension laws quiet- 
ly enacted this weekend, and to 
come into effect on Jan. 1. people 
born after 1948 will have to work 
harder and longer than genera- 
tions bom in the 1930s if they 
hope for a prosperous old age. 

This may seem tough, yet the 
new legislation passed by Prime 
Minister Edouard BaDadur’s gov- 
ernment after only five months in 
power is being hailed as a major 
victory for the survival of the 
French welfare system, seen as 
one of the world's best. 

“The government has shown 


enormous political courage,” the 
conservative Le Figaro daily said 
Monday. “This is the most ex- 
traordinary economic and social 
feat yet staged by foe Balladur 
administration,” said the leftwing 
daily Liberation. 

the law will gradually increase 
the number of years needed to be 
worked to earn a full pension 
from 37 JS to 40. It also increases 
to 25 from 10 the number of 
so-called “best years" of salary 
that are ‘averaged out to provide 
the basis of calculation for pen- 
sions. 

This effectively means that the 
current generation of French 
“forty-somethings 1 1 will have to 
work beyond the legal retiring 
age of W to take home a full 
pension. 


Trade unions and 
ties, who warmly backed the 1983 
decision by the ^nner ntog 
socialists to stop work at 60, toe 
not chided Mr. BaDadur over his 
new law. 

“A social monument has col- 
lapsed without a whisper, 

liberation. 

Why? because retirement 
funds were so far in the red flat 
the whole system was at threat. 
The fund is expected to stow a 
deficit of 60 billion francs (more, 
than $10 billion) by next year. 


said Jp 


The reasons arc the same foe 
world over. The fall in monahty 
coupled 'with foe rise in unem- 
ployment has meant fewer people 
working to support a growing 
number of pensioners. 


Mutual fund surge poses 
dangers for U.S. policymakers 


WASHINGTON (R) — A huge 
transfer of individual Americans’ 
wealth over the past few years 
from foe relative safety of banks 
and pension funds into volatile 
stock and bond markets is making 
Wall Street money managers ner- 
vous. 

They worry that Washington 
policymakers and regulators 
worldwide are paying too little 
attention to what will happen if 
today’s heated markets reverse 
coarse. 

“Yoa would have a lot of 
people with a lot of red ink sitting 
around a lot of living rooms in 
America,” said Robert Johnson, 
manag in g director of Soros Fund 
Management. 

Never before have so many 
people’s mdrridual assets, modi 
of it saved for retirement in 
mutual funds or pension plans, 
been invested directly in the 
financial markets. 


serve Bank — foe’ Fed — say 
there arc no formal studies under 
way on how this concentration of 
personal assets in the stock and 
bond markets would affect the 
financial system during a pro- 
longed or deep market slump. 

But they plan down any sugges- 
tion that a shift of money out of 
the Fed-regulated banking system 
is eroding the central bank's tra- 
ditional power to influence the 
course of financial or monetary 
events. 

By June 30, mutual funds* 
assets swelled to $1.8 trillion/.' 
almost matching the $2 trillion 
held in bank deposits and up from 
$1. 1 trillion in mutual funds at the 
beginning of 1990. 

This bas helped push prices in 
foe stock and bond markets to 
record highs this year. 

Three factors are behind foe 


switch of private money to mar- 
ket investments from secure 
income-producers. 

Most talked about are foe low 
yields on bank deposits. But a 
study by Raddon Financial 
Group found that only eight per 
cent of maturing bank deposits 
arc being transferred to mutual 
funds. 

Another big influx of money is 
coming from companies that are 
replacing pension funds, which 
guarantee monthly cheques for 
retired people, with plans trader 
which individuals invest their re- 
tirement savings directly in stock 
and bond funds. 

In addition, insurance com- 
panies have stepped up sales of 
variable annuities, the returns for 
which fluctuate with market per- 
formance, in place of products 
offering fixed payouts. 


i 


And never before has technol- 
ogy allowed investors to move 
masave sums of money so quickly 
when markets change coarse. 

Together foe two factors are a 
volatile mix. 

Officials at foe Federal Re- 


Matsushita claims flat TV break through 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s Mat- 
sushita Electric Industrial Co. un- 
veiled a briefcase-shaped televi- 
sion screen Monday it hopes will 
revolutionise television and said 
mass production would reduce its 
price to less than twice that of 
present TV tubes. 

The new screen makes it possi- 
ble to build a 14-inch (36-cm) 
television set less than 10 cm 
(four inches) thick. Industry 
analysts shown a prototype set 
said its picture looked as good as 
that on a regular TV. 

When it first hits foe market 
this October in Japan, each flat 
vision television will cost a whop- 
ping 288,000 yen ($2,770). 

But Matsushita engineers said 
the hefty price was due to low 
production volume, not an] 
ticular difficulties in mam 
ing foe screens. 


make 


They plan initially- to 
only 1,000 screens a month. 
When they reach mass produc- 
tion, foe price is expected to 
come down to between 1-5 and 
two times that of foe cathode ray 
tubes that go into regular televi- 
sion sets. These now cost about 
$200 * a similar size. 

Thv company expects large- 
scale production to begjn m the 
next few years but gave no timet- 


able. . 

“Cathode ray tubes are maae 

by the dSf , Eren no*. TVs «*ke ”P 5 P ace 


-Analysts say the-, teebnol 
trill help revive the sagging 
market aztd goes some way to- 
wards finding one of the boly 
grails of modem electronics — a 
TV monitor as sfim as a painting. 

As electronics companies try to 
usher in the age of high-definition 
television (HDTV), traditional 
cathode ray tubes are getting in 
the way. They are too bulky when 
made into foe huge TV screens 
needed to appreciate HDTV’s 
crystal-dear images. 


told a jj| hon ^; md “"PP" " <&- 
Sm^SSS>nce. . gg* clutter op data m craped 

A technique called electrostatic offices, 
deflection permits foe 10,000 pi©- Analysts say flat vision will 
-tore units in foe screen to be change foe way TVs are used, 
activated -without the long Sets will fit on to book shelves 
‘‘throw” needed by conventional and into kitchen cabinets and 
election guns. could be built into desks and 


tables to pop out when wanted. 

They could be used as compu- 
ter mo ni tors, display panels in 
cars and personal TVs tor airline 
passengers. 

Until now, foe most widely 
touted technology to bring about 
flat TVs bas been liquid crystal 
displays (LCQS). 

A number of Japanese com- 
panies have poured billions of 
yen into developing colour ver- 
sions of these, best known as the 
displays on wristwatches and 
electronic gadgets. 

Colour LCDS use thousands of 
tiny transistors to switch indi- 
vidual dots of light on and off. 

But this makes large ones diffi- 
cult to make, and they are very 
expensive. An 8.6-inch (23-cm) 
colour LCD TV costs over 
500,000 yen ($4,800) now. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 
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“When did I first realize he’s weird? 
While we were slow dancing to 
Papa - Oom -Mow- Mo w” 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY AUGUST 31, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Canon Righter Foundation. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES'. This 
evenings M Blue Moon in Pisces 
oppos e s the Virgo Sun so be sure 
you have all the information you 
need to put that new idea into mbit 
and that you have handled : afi 
objections from other sources. ;■ 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Consider weU how you can best put 
some new ideas into motion and 
then you will be able to express 
them in a charming and weU 
thought out manner. 


TAURC5: (April 20 to May 20) A 
problem ai borne that is talcing a 
while to solve can be finished eariy 
and then you win be able to invite 
those you want to know for some- 
time into your borne. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 


delayed communication seems to 
bold yot 


you un for awhile but soon 
this passes and you are able to get 
across to others what you expect of 
them. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You expect some material 
benefit and as soon as it arrives you 
win be able to put in motion a plan 
whereby you can 


think holds you back from getting 
the pleasures you desire hot go 
after them in a brave manner and 
they are yours. 

IlBRAs (September 23 to October 
22)' Forget pan in t e re sts that have 
not been satisfactory and concen- 
trate upon a new set of conditions 
that can be developed into mi 
overwhelming interest. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) An older person seems to 
be keeping you from getting some 
public matter off Jjc ground but 
persist in good humour and- year 
can win over circumstances. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Holding on to fofr 
past wiD not bring you the greatest 
success you desire so be more 
opemuinded to accepting 
new beginnings. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) After 1 you' .have 
attended a longstanding obligation 
you will find you will be able to see 
your way dear to having a greater 
abundance. 


income. 


increase your 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) After 
making an improvement in your 
personal appearance you will be 
able to gam the various personal 
comfitkms that mean the most to 
yon at this time. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You feel a limitation that you 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A delay in some wortdljr 
activity should not keep you from 
extracting the fullest possible 
potential benefits that can come to 
yon from outside interests. .-' 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Think about what yoa can do 
to get rid of a wonxrat method oe 
your job and be on the alert for 
new ways of doing what aba' sin: 
more attractive. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
i g by Hand Arnold 


Unscramble these. four Jumbles, 
one (attar to each squfira to form 
tour ordinary words. 


LURBY 


ZEE 



CUMIS 



□ 

mm 

mm\ 


FLUITE. 



■ay 



NAHDDE 


□IE 



HOW THE 
POTTEK MAKES 
HIS UVlMS, 


Now arrange the circled tea era to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: ( I X X X J GJ 

(Answers tomorrow) 


Yesterday's I JumfalBS: HUMID WRTH efsJD 

Answer. VVTutf tfwnewhw0dmus 1 - , 

other— HIGH FIDELITY 




THE Daily Crossword by 


ACROSS 
1 Philippine native 
5 Ctnema dog 
9 Pigtail 

"14 Geneste place 
■15 Synagogue 

16 A Starr 

17 Mother of Apoflo 
IB Half: prof. 

18 Composer 
Dvorak 

20 Become vary 
angry 

21 Antenna 
23 Protozoan 

% Cash In Calabria 
26 River to the 
Engfeh Channel 
28 Ctatm 

33 Mum ot poetry 
38 a ED word 

38 Penna. port 

39 Type of cheese 
41 Cancel 

43 Nautical term 

44 — even kggl 

46 Bowes Of water 

47 Landlord 

48 Nut 

51 Grata 

53 A Carnegie 
57 Don't be so 
cruel! 

62 Mata — 

S3 Kind of painting 

64 wsh i«and 

65 Surrounded by 

66 Green spaghetti 
sauce 

67 Aslan river 

68 Pleasant 

69 Fragrant 

compound 

70 Larufing place 
for boats 

71 School official 
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Yesterday's Panto Solve* 


DOWN 

1 Kind of toast 

2 Ancient Greek 

theater 

3 Bade prof. 

4 Alert 
5Seduded 

dwelling of a 
Hindu sage 
6 Mats* stadium 


7 Acrobat 

8 Excuse 

9 Chatters 

10 Occupation 

11 Acting acronym 

12 Engineer 
Sitersky 

13 Great deal 
22 Incensed 

24 Kick 
27 Nasty 

29 Used 

30 Land of 
shamrocks 

31 Peel 

32 Spreads for 


33 

34 Irritate 
36 Makes a fine 


nmnr!HE3S nfla 

omngngR onrannnn 
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nSBn 0 HH DR ronnnn 
ongn nnnnn nnnu 

nnnn 
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37 English 
Composer 
40 Pentateuch 
42 Nine 
inches .. 
45 Clothing * 


57 Jping 

saw -Sr 

54 FfowDfani -a 

56ReS r ° enahrUb “SnXoo" 

56Raam eiWrutuquei 
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Economy 

Israeli government sells 
22.4% of Bank Leumi 
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emm ‘""^y tR) ■— Israel's gov- 
s “*fey »id zu per 
mnl. f ,!:i sharft in Ewifc Lwimi, 

inr J"?* *** realisation of ma- 
jor bank 1 ,. 

The o(, er wax oversubscribed 
^ bankers, and traders 

^ warrants attached to the 
snares — exercisable in seven and 
c " m °nths — -arc used, it will 
reduce n, c government stake to 
--■0 per cent from 95 per cent, 
treasury sources said. 

The isme raised about 500 mil- 
lion shekel* (SI 74.52 million) 
fur the government im- 
mediately. Another &0U million 
«iekcK iS2U9.42 million) will go 

*° !hc sovcmnient if all warrant 

;src exercised. 

. ^ 4 * 1 ^ Leumi's 1992 assets [oral* 
led $28.4 billion. 

Ten year* ago the government 
nau to step in and indirectly buy 
shares in the country's biggest 


banks — - JBank Hapoalkn, Bank 
Leumi, Israel Dbcount Bank and 
Bank Mizrahi — after their value 
collapsed, 

I Investigations showed the 
banks had routinely manipulated 
the value of their own shares. 
Under the "bank shares arrange- 
ment,” the state planned to sell 
the shares, back to the public 
within ten years. 

In the first sale under the 
agreement, the government sold 
20 per cent of its shares in Bank 
Hapoalim. the country's largest 
bank, in May. In June is sold 60 
per cent Of Union Bank, jointly 
owned by the government and 
Bank Leumi. to a group of pri- 
vate investors. 

The sale of Union, a tiny in- 
srmuioa compared with the “big 
four," was a first step toward 
applying reforms to the larger 
banks aimed at curbing their 
power. 




Privatisation seen vital 
for India’s reforms 


BOMBAY (R) — Privatisation 
111 India'", si ate -dominated indus- 
*ry is viiaj to sustain the country’s 
economic reforms and involve 
ment oi foreign companies iv 
essential, a senior business leader 
has said. 

“Pnv.jti-iation will help the re- 
forms. Pirvt of oil, it will send out 
positive signals about India's 
cummiirr.cni to liberalise and glo- 
balise its economy," said the 
president of the Associated 
Chamber, of Commerce and In- 
dustry l Ai.vxlum >. M.N. Dhul- 
Uhuya, in ah interview. 

Mt Dhuldhoya said pnvativ 

t fion would recharge the public 
.-.-dor which had not yielded any 
significant return on investment 
ui uiniut 1.000 billion rupees (S32 
billion) pumped into it since the 
ear!;. 195(te. 

■’Privatisation will bring in new 
volumes of capital, slate of art 
technology and international 
business links,''hc said. 

Faced with a mounting foreign 
debt of $71 billion. India laun- 
ched a bold reform programme j n 

July 199J in a bid to free an 
economy shackled by 40 years’ of 
socialist dogma. 

But the government has so far 
limited its divestment in 31 state- 
owned firms to 20 per cent of 
equity. . ... 

Analysts say the funds raised 
through selling equity to state- 
owned mutual funds and financial 
institutions had been used by the 
government only to bridge its 
budget deficits. 

"Instead of creating assets 
from an asset, you have really put 
it into expenditure. The minute 
& you do this, you are more or less 
accepting the formula that the 


new avenues of raising revenues 
have died out,” Mr. Dhuldhoya 
said. "By eating up revenues, the 
government would not be able to 
repay even its tnteral debt, esti- 
mated to be half the GDP (cross 
domestic product)." 

Id this context. India could 
draw on the experience of Bri- 
tain, Mexico and Chile on priva- 
tisation. Mr. Dhuldhoya said. 

Mr. Dhuldhoya called for set- 
ting up of a privatisation ministry 
directly under the prune minister, 
manned by professionals. 

“If need be, the government 
could even involve consultants 
from abroad to handle privatisa 
lion, he said. 

“You can invite specialists in- 
volved in privatisation on a global 
basis and even, at an agreed 
price, you may be required to 
hand ii over to them." Mr. Dhul 
dhoya said. 

He said privatisation should be 
carried our on a global scale and 
involvement of small investors 
was vital for privatisation. 

“I genuinely believe that the 
interests of the private sector or 
private small investors is going to 
be the greatest support to the 
system of market economy," he 
said. 

Once the small investors had 
acfuevcAprocpcrity through equi- 
ty their stake in die system would 
grow bigger, be said. 

Analysts believe that India's 
growing investing population of 
about 20 million will lap up state 
sector shares once they are 
offered to the public. 

Mr. Dhuldhoya said the priva- 
tisation ministry could draw up a 
plan for at least 200 enterprises in 
the next three to four years . 


S. Korea to reschedule 
loans to Russia 


SEOUL fR) — South Korea 
plans to reschedule its loans to 
Russia following Moscow’s de- 
fault on repayments, a foreign 
ministry official said Monday. 

Vice Foreign Minister Hong 
Soon-Young told reporters South 
Korea would freeze the disburse- 
ment of the remaining SI. 53 bil- 
lion portion of a $3 billion loans 
and aid package extended to the 
former Soviet Union just before 
the two countries established di- 
plomatic relations in September 
» 1990. 

4 Russia, which took over re- 
sponsibility for the loans after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, is in 
default. 

South Korean financial officials 
will travel to Moscow in Scptm- 
ber to reschedule the debts. 

Mr. Hong said the loan suspen- 
sion was decided as Moscow no 
longer wanted further loans from 
South Korea. 

"They (the Russians) have said 
the interest rates and other condi- 
tions on South Korean loans were 
unfavourable Mr. Hong said. 

South Korean officials said 
Russia had previously warned it 
would be unable to repay the 


principal and interest on its loans. 

South Korea has disbursed SI 
billion in cash to Moscow and 
$470 million in tied loans to fi- 
nance imports of South Korean 
goods so far. 

The finance ministry official 
said overdue interest on the cash 
loan totalled S88 million as of 
August, while defaulted interest 
payments on S47Q million tied 
loans between January and Au- 
gust amounted to about $14.9 
million. 

In November 1992, Russia 
promised to payoff $36.8 million 
of the overdue interest on the SI 
billion cash loan with aluminium 
ingots. 

But Russia has sent only $12.7 
million in ingots to South Korea 
so far. 

According to the terms and 
conditions of the loan agreement, 
Russia was supposed to repay the 
principal of the cash loan over a 
five-year period beginning next 
year, the official said. 

Repayment of the principal of 
the tied loans was scheduled to 
begin in November this year, the 
official said but gave no details on 
the precise terms. 


Zimbabwe jobless 
rate hits 30 per cent 


HARARE (R) — At least 30 per 
cent of Zimbabwe's workforce is 
without jobs largely because of 
poor economic growth and a high 
birthrate. President Robert 
Mugabe said Monday. 

"The current national unem- 
ployment rate of 30 per cent 
tends to understate the severity of 
the unemployment problem in 
the country," Mr. Mugabe said, 
disclosing [he national jobless fi- 
gure for the first time since he 
assumed power in 1980. 

"Unemployment is highest 
among those aged between 14 
and 25 years. According to a 
labour force survey carried out by 
the (government) Central Statis- 
tical Office, unemployment 
amongst youths in this age brack- 
et was found to be as high as 40 
£ vjpr cent in 1986,” he told a 
Qbour conference in Harare. 

Economists said joblessness 
had worsened since that survey, 
with only u liny fraction of Zim- 


babwe’s 300.000 school leaven 
annually finding jobs in the for- 
mal market. 

Zimbabwe's economy crashed 
nearly 12 per cent last year in the 
face of the worst drought and 
recession this century. 

Mr. Mugabe noted that the 
country's annual population 
growth, estimated by economists 
at more than three per cent, was 
partly to blame for the unemploy- 
ment crisis, which had been 
worsened recently by tough eco- 
nomic reforms backed by the 
World Bank. 

More than 22,00(1 workers had 
been retrenched in both the pub- 
lic and private sectors since the 
five-year reforms were launched 
in 1991 to try to promote growth 
through exports, be said. 

Mr. Mugabe .urged non- 
government organisations to 
work to increase employment in 
the informal sector and in small- 
scale industries. 



Bumpy road ahead for Japan’s car makers 


TOKYO (AT) - Japan’s auto 
industry faces a rough road to the 
next century as soaring produc- 
tion a «is, slack demand and 
pressure from trade partners en- 
danger its traditional strategics. 

The expansion strategies that 
powered the industry to global 
preeminence, like boosting sates 
volume while sacrificing short- 
term profit to gain market share, 
are becoming impractical because 
the car makers need to drastically 
cut costs, according to a recent 
report by the influential Indust- 
rial Bank of Japan. 

"The single most important 
factor driving up goto is the rising 
yen," Maihcw Ruddick, an in- 
dustry analyst at James Capcl 
Pacific Japan Securities, has said. 

A more expensive yen makes 
Japanese products more costly to 
overseas consumers and thus less 
competitive. It also cots into the 
yen value of profits brought back 
to Japan. 

Automakers are responding by 
cutting costs and shifting more 
production out of Japan, analysts 
say. 

The report says Japanese auto- 
makers must do both on an un- 
precedented scale to cope with 
sinking profits. 

Toyota Motor Corp.. Japan's 
biggest cur manufacturer, 
announced Wednesday that its 
group net profit dropped 26 per 
cent to 176.46 billion yen ($1.70 
trillion) in the fiscal year ihac 
ended June 20. 

The day before, Honda Motor 
f*>. said us group profit plunged 
per cent to 6.09 billion yen 
($58.56 million) during (he April- 
June quarter from a year earlier. 


"We are making some changes 
we wouldn't have thought of five 
years ago, ... like cutting the 
number of options by 30 per 
cent," said Toyota spokesman 
Nobuya Eto. 

Five yeus ago, during the 
height or the consumer frenzy of 
Japan's so-called "bubble eco- 
nomy," Toyota's Corolla came 
with 68 different bumper con- 
figurations. Now there are only 
24 available. 

Mr. Ruddick says Japan’s auto 
giants are moving production 
abroad, but not quickly enough. 

"They aren’t going to be able 
to do it hist enough to avoid 
problems over the next two years 
or so," he said. 

The bank report said a greater 
shift of production abroad can 
eventually help the automakers 
cope with changes in exchange 
rates and reduce trade friction, 
but the short- term result of the 
high yen is likely to be a continua- 
tion of dismal earnings figures. 

The rapid rise in the yen's 
value has forced Japanese car 
makers to raise prices faster than 
the U.S. big three, leading to 
renewed competition from the 
U.S. auto giants. 

The Japanese currency closed 
at 104.45 to the dollar in Tokyo 
Friday, after rising more than 17 
per cent since mid-February, 

Mr. Eto said every time the 
dollar's value falls by one yen, his 
company loses 10 billion yen 
($96.15 million) in profits. 

The bank report estimated 
that, with the shift of production 
overseas, domestic production 
will drop to 12.1 million vehicles 
in fiscal 1995, and 10.9 million by 


2000, from 13.5 million in fiscal 
1990. 

Overseas production is likely to 
nearly double from four million 
vehicles in 1990 to 7.9 million in 
2000. it said. 

The report said the shift will 
make plant closings at borne in- 
evitable, and massive layoffs a 
very real possibility. 

But Japan's car makers beg to 
differ. 

“Nobody is going to get fired," 
Toyota's Eto said. 

He said all of Japan's major 
automakers will be able to reduce 
their work forces through attri- 
tion, voluntary early retirement 
and transfers. 

Regardless of how soon the 
Japanese companies adjust to the 
change in exchange rates, 
though, a host of long-term prob- 
lems threatens to keep earnings 
low into the next century, said the 
report. 

Expensive environmental and 
safety requirements and pressure 
to cut exports are also growing, 
the report said. 

In addition, demand for autos 
in Japan and abroad isn't increas- 
ing as explosively as it used to. 
requiring fundamental changes in 
the structure of Japan’s auto in- 
dustry, the report said. 

In a separate report Japanese 
car-maker Nissan said it was con- 
sidering cutting back its produc- 
tion in Britain in 1993 because 
of a fall in the continental Euro- 
pean car market. 

A spokesman at the Nissan 
plant in Sunderland, northern 
England, said the company was 
strongly considering a reduction 
in output, but no definite decision 


would be taken until October. 

The car maker initially planned 
output of 270,000 cars horn its 
British factory. Opened in 1986, 
it currently produces the Prime ra 
and Micra models, exporting 80 
per cent of its production. Pro- 
duction reached 175,000 cars in 
1992. 

Though new car sales have 
risen in Britain since the end of 

1992, they have fallen in con- 
tinental Europe, forcing many 
manufacturers, including Ford, 
Vauxhall and Peugeot, to cutback 
on production. 

In the first seven months of 

1993. total British car production 
was 6.6percenr higher than in the 
same period of 1992, thanks 
mainly to the opening of new 
British factories by Honda and 
Toyota. 

One week ago, Nissan said in 
Tokyo that the poor outlook for 
Japanese demand could force it 
to cut its production plans there 
for the first six months ending 
March 1994. 

As pan of the measures to cope 
with rising domestic production 
costs and the higher yen, Nissan 
Motor Co.. Japan's second- 
largest automaker, has said it will 
start importing vehicles from 
Mexico. 

Each month, the company will 
import about 3,000 ad vans 
assembled in Mexico, with sales 
in Japan scheduled to start in 
December, said Nissan spokes- 
man Koji Okuda. 

Currently, Nissan sells 5,000 ad 
vans a month in Japan at 812,000- 
1,412.000 ven ($7,850 to 
S 13 ,655). 
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U AE expanding 
major gas plant 
to meet demand 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
has launched a major project to 
expand its main onshore gas pro- 
cessing plant to boost income and 
meet growing demand, an official 
reporr has said. 

The project will more than 
triple production capacity at Hab- 
shan plant from 540 million cubic 
feet (16.2 million cubic metre) 
per day to 1.86 billion cubic feer 
(S5.8 million cubic metre) per day 
when it is completed by the end 
of 1995, the Abu Dhabi National 
Oil Comany (ADNOC) said. 

ADNOC, 60 per cent owned 
by the Abu Dhabi government, 
did not mention the cost of the 
project but oil sources put it and 
around S2 billion. 

The first phase of the project, 
involving engineering and de- 
signs. was completed in 1992 
while the second phase has just 
been launched. It has been 
awarded to Bechtel Inc. and the 
Paris-based Technip and includes 
detailed engineering and con- 
struction. ADNOC said in its 
bulletin. 

“The main objectives of the 
project are to meet the increased 
gas demand, boost revenue, pre- 
serve reservoir conditon by 
reinjection of gas and protect the 
environment," the bulletin said. 

Most of the UAE's natural gas 
as well as liquefied gas is ex- 
ported to Japan and the rest is 
consumed locall v. Another SI bil- 


lion project is underway to doa- 
ble output at the gas liquefaction 
plant on Das island to cater for 
the growing needs of its Japanese 
clients. 

Gas supplies for Habshar. 
plant, around 200 kilometres 
southwest of Abu Dhabi, come 
from the nearby Bab field, one'of 
the biggest gas fields in the world'. 
The field, which also includes bil- 
lions of Panels of oil, is also being 
expanded, according to 

adnoc. ' : t : 

Bab field has an area of arou'nd 
1,200 square kilometre (465 
square mile), almost 16 times thj’t 
of Abu Dhabi city, and it includes 
155 producing wells in its threepi 
and gas zones. 

"The Habshan project is part 
of a trend where the world. « 
shifting more towards the utilisa- 
tion of natural gas as an alterna- 
tive pollution-free fuel," siiti 
.ADNOC. which is also owned tn 
British Petroleum, the French 
Total and other Western am! 
Japanese oil companies. 

“The project will allow 
ADNOC to fulfil its long-term 
commitments for g;^ export "us 
well as local needs. It will also 
give ADNOC the flexibility to 
deal with the international mar- 
ket of oil and gas." 

The UAE is already a major oil 
and gas producer and its crude 
and gas reserves are estimated' at 
9S billion barrels and 186.6 tril- 
lion cubic feet. 








THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREtGHl 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
< CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 



r. 


Amman 

International Hotel 


CROWN INTLEST. 
Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 

worldwide Removals 

Air Cas anrl I anH 



' f is* $ 



. Rest. 

Tel 841712 / 841713 


Sweifiyeh . 



FLAT. O. TEL 
RESTAURANT 
661293 

ITALIAN CUISINE 

.Cocktail - Piano Bar 
.Opening Soon, 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS { 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEISDE.H 
AMMAN -JORDAN 


Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service" 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
six » 30% torpor 

* From ontorpo- 
m ma t 20 x 30 cm 

Shmcisani - Opp, Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


AtNcGAGoBwfa 

SELECT HOTEL 



One visit will make yon 
a steady, we beBevein 


The First Clan Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every room_J 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAItOTEL 

i|j£«jl|ls 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 3403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

(deal Residence For 
Expatriates and 


Hisham International Tours 


“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN " 

Specialists m 
Tailor-mace 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations 
International S 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) mgnts 

* Istanbul S800 H/B & tours 

* Antalya S BOO H/B 

☆ Turkish Riviera S800 H/3 
■it Cyprus S770 B/B 
.* All m 5 star INTI HTLS 


at 


& 


Luxury Motess in 
Turkey Cyprus 
& Egypt 


Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 


r PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

AUTHENTIC CHINESE- CUISINE 

Elegant 
Cotarful 
Almcfiprwriji 
Monor-atf 

PTiCHS 




Srvnetiom 
Tel OC02M 
open Judy 



THE 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Often daily 12:00-3:31} 

p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight s 


/ In- f' e \ i Uru'nHil f 'mnl in 77mi‘ 


£ ft T fc ff 



CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


CUJI 


120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from afl great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 

Prtpvud by our 

CUncae cfaeft 

Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 
Take my acnfcxs 
Jabal Al Hussein 
Ministry of Trade 
& Industrial R& 
T«L 6S3004 


as 8 




SZECHWAN EARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

Special Chinese Foods 
JUHed Chinese Chefs 

| OpeaIIJO-3JOA&aoTt6dagbt | 

Take away Is available 

Snai Aj-A/at> Street 
Um utnanan Commercial Centra 

■OA 

8mc lasted 

Bp p AKuajs Ixvtd 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

ist Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TakaawaybamllaUa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel $389$$ 


■2 y Joe* 

a Muncbies 
Reduced Dnnk Prices 

7 - 9 PM Daily 

642401 


‘^rd/l RESTAUR, \NT & GARDEN 


- Chinese, Thai, Phllllplno, Indonlslan & 

■ Malaysian specialities 

- Five branches, ail over the world and now one 
In Amman. 

- Live Band H 6" nights a weak 
. Wfc^ld wide programmes VIA satellite 




' Noun: 12 Noon 12 WiMgM 
Pffctoy 5P M Wdnlfihl 


653482 



THE SUMMER TERRACE 
IS NOW OPEN 

1 Valentino I 

I II Ell I I I it T | 

MUI. MWUAM WIT CnCU 
OWQW THM BUM BI»«WY 

TEL 654205 



Sfr/J/S >// / f 

J San ft?*/ / 
FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

MsmynaAT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Takeaway service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-H.30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Toward* 3rd circle 


Tel; 659519 659520 



T. 


Terrace : 
Kestaurant : 
S Tapas Bar : 


International Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 



Open Lunch & Dinner | 

Jabel Amman - 3rd Circl e 
For Ha— rotioa TUI 613060 -1 ■ ~j- 


There is a lot more to 



than great fast food 



A Small Kestaurant 
A Grand Mission 

karj’.J.r '•WfCm*(r.ii(T 
near Qwcn Alia Fond Td. M *^55 
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Azerbaijan requests indefinite 
postponement of Karabakh talks 


; MOSCOW (Agendes) — Scheduled 
-negotiations on the disputed 
territory of Nagorno-Karabakh 
-have been indefinitely postponed 
-.at Azerbaijan’s request, a Rus- 
sian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said Monday. 

. An Azerbaijani government 
spokesman said the request had 
been made because of Sunday’s 
referendum in the republic which 
confirmed the ouster of fugitive 
-./Azerbaijani President Abulfaz 
. Elchibey and the people's confi- 
dence m acting president and 
- .former Communist leader Geidar 
Aliyev. 

.■The negotiations, held under 
, the auspices of the Conference on 
r Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE), were to have 
H begun Monday in the framework 
of the year-old Minsk process 
. .preparing for a peace conference 
between Azerbaijan and Arme- 
nia. 

Azerbaijan bas in recent 
...months suffered a series of milit- 
;ary setbacks over the moun- 
tainous territory populated most- 
ly by Armenians but which is part 
~ of Azerbaijan. 

Armenian forces currently con- 
-trol the entire enclave as well as 
“security zones’* in southwestern 
Azerbaijan proper. More than 
10,000 people have been killed 
and many more displaced in the 
five-year war over the territory. 

Fighting Sunday died down as 


the Armenian fighters were 
poised to reach Zangelan, in 
southwestern Azerbaijan, which 
would enable the separatists . to 
control the whole region as for as 
the Iranian border. 

The international community 
has condemned the Armenian 
advances into Azerbaijani terri- 
tory, although Moscow has main- 
tained a low profile on the issue. 

But a special envoy of Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, Vladimir 
Kazxmirov, has been trying in 
recent days to arrange a set of 
direct negotiations between Baku 
and the Armenian separatists 
from Nagorno-Karabakh. 

The Minsk group, led by Ita- 
lian diplomat Mario Raffaelli, in- 
volves nine mediating countries: 
Belarus, the Czech Republic, 
France, Germany, Italy, Russia, 
Sweden, Turkey and the United 
States. 

Meanwhile, the separatist lead- 
ership of Nagorno-Karabakh said 
it was ready to hold talks on the 
problem of refugees who have 
left their homes as a result of the 
lastest offensives. 

In a statement published in the 
territory's main town Stepa- 
nakert, the authorities denied 
their troops had “made advances 
into the south-west region of 
Azerbaijan” over the past few 
days. 

The statement blamei. Azer- 
baijan troops for violating l ceas- 


efire agreement following “dis- 
agreements within the Azerbai- 
jani command.” 

Stepanakert also denounced 
the “noisy (Azeri) propaganda 
campaign to the effect that large 
numbers of people are leaving the 
border regions of Nagorno- 
Karabakh.” 

The statement stressed that 
Armenian refugees in the north- 
ern regions of Shaumian and 
Mardakert represented “about 20 
per cent of the population of 
Nagorno-Karabakh whereas the 
Azeri refugees only represent five 
per cent of the population of 
Azerbaijan.” 

Tens of thousands of refugees 
have fled their homes in the 
regions of FtzxUi, Dzhebrail and 
Zangelan in southwestern Azer- 
baijan over the past few days. 

Acting Azerbaijan President 
Geidar Aliyev is poised to call for 
military intervention by Russia in 
the ongoing war with Armenian 
separatists, Azeri nationalist 
groups claimed Sunday. 

In a joint communique re- 
ceived by AFP in Ankara the 
National Azerbaijani Centre and 
the Cultural Association of Azer- 
baijan accused Mr. Aliyev of 
being “Russia’s puppet.” 

The acting head of state was 
“preparing the ground for the 
entry of the Russian army into 
Azerbaijan by declaring that the 
Azerbaijani army has been 


fleeing the Armenians,” the 
statement said. 

The groups added that Mr. 
Aliyev wanted the country to 
become a member of the Com- 
monwealth of Independent States 
to “allow foe Russians to enter 
Azerbaijan.” 

Both groups are allied with the 
Azerbaijani Popular Front led by 
Mr. Elchibey. 

The communique claimed the 
plebiscite was a coup attempt 
orchestrated by Mr. Aliyev. 

Meanwhile the referendum on 
the political future of Azerbai- 
jan’s fugitive president marked 
the culmination of a long climb 
back to power by Mr. Aliyev. 

More than 90 per cent of foe 
electorate voted Sunday and 
hardly anyone leaving Baku's 
polling stations said they had 
answered anything but “no” to 
the single quest: -nr “Do you 
have confidence in President 
Abuifez Elchibey' 

Asked how the had voted, 
about two dozen p -ople in diffe- 
rent parts of the city revealed the 
real significance of the referen- 
dum. “I voted for Aliyev,” they 
said. 

Results had yet to be 
announced. J>ut even supporters 
of Mr. Eldribey’s Popular Front 
movement who refused to vote 
said they had lost faith m the 
stricken country’s official presi- 
dent. 


feared dead in China dam disaster 


PEKING (R) — More than 400 
people were feared dead after a 
dam burst in China's remote 
western province of Qinghai 
sending torrents of water crashing 
down on nearby villages, officials 
said Monday. 

Some 263 were confirmed dead 
after Friday’s disaster and at least 
ISO were still missing, a local 
police official said by telephone. 

“More bodies may still be 
under water or in the wreckage 
...it is very hard to have a final 
figure now.” he said. 

A spokesman at the regional 
flood prevention office said foe 
official confirmed death toll was 
223 but that it would probably 
rise as rescue work continued in 
Gonghe County, about 100 
kilometres west of the provincial 
capital of Xining. 

“People are still working 
hard," the spokesman said. 
“Both the army and the police 
have hundreds of people at the 
scene.” 

Water breached the 60-metre 
Gouhou reservoir dam late Fri- 
day. unleasing torrents of water 
on small peasant communities 
downstream. 

At least 330 people were re- 
ceiving medical treatment and 


many others were believed t • 
have been affected, a pro vine 
government spokesman said 
telephone. 

The break in the dam, which 
officials said was about 10 years 
old, hit one of China’s most 
remote areas, where a mixed 
population of Chinese and Tibe- 
tans struggle to coax a living from 
arid plateau. 

The Gonghe area was hit by a 
destructive earthquake in 1990 
and is believed to lie dose to 
seismic: fault lines. 

“It is not exactly in foe same 
place, but (the quake) may have 
had some effect,” the govern- 
ment spokesman said. 

Preliminary estimates put eco- 
nomic losses from the dam burst 
at more than 100 million yuan 
($17 million) — a serious blow for 
one of China’s poorest regions. 

The reservoir, which has a 
capacity of 3.3 million cubic 
metres <116.5 million cubic feet) 
of water, was holding about 2.6 
million cubic metres (92 million 
cubic feet) when the burst occur- 
red, the offidal Xinhua News 
Agency said. 

“A big hole split open and the 
water rushed out, washing away 


several villages,'' a local hospital 
worker quoted local television as 
saying Sunday. 

On Monday morning foe reser- 
voir was empty, the county police 
office said.. 

The Qinghai government 
spokesman said more than 1,000 
homes had been flooded and 26 
work units, including state factor- 
ies and collective enterprises, had 
been hit by the dam waters. 

Qinghai. most .of which is 
formed by an arid and inhospit- 
able plateau, is famous as one of 
the main locations of China’s 
“reform through labour” prison 
camps, where inmates are put to 
hard physical work under the 
ever-watchful .eyes of guards. 

The provincial government 
spokesman said, however, that 
these camps had not been 
affected by the dam burst. 

“They are in a different sector. 
They are all operating normally,” 
he said. 

Liu Jimm, a senior cabinet 
official, arrived in the area Sun- 
day to c /ersee rescue work in- 
volving several thousand soldiers 
and members of China's Para- 
military p k ople’s Armed Police, 
the' spokesman said. 


Tajik 
leader 
takes home 
5 CIS 
soldiers 

TASHKENT, Uzbekistan (R) — 
Five soldiers, four Russian and 
one Kazakh, arrived back in Ta- 
jikistan Monday after being freed 
from nearly three weeks of cap- 
tivity in Afghanistan. 

' Journalists witnessed the arriv- 
al of foe hostages at Dushanbe 
Airport at Tajik leader Imamali 
Rakhmonov returned from three 
days of talks with Afghan Presi- 
jdent Burhanuddin Rabbani in 
Kabul, a reporter said by tele- 
phone from Dushanbe. 

The hostages were seized as 
• they guarded Tajikistan's border 
against Islamic Tajik rebels oper- 
ating in northern Afghanistan. 

The soldiers boarded Mr. 
Rakfamanov’s plane shortly be- 
fore the Tajik parliamentary 
leader and acting head of state 
left four Dushanbe, witnesses at 
Kabul Airport said. 

There was no notice of the 
release until foe plane was about 
to depart for the Tajik capital. 

The mainly Russian CIS forces 
are deployed under an agreement 
■with 1 Dushanbe to defend the 
former Soviet Central Asian re- 
public from attacks by rebels 
based in Afghanistan. 

Mr. Rakhmanov’s visit, aimed 
at easing border tension between 
the two countries, was the first to 
Kabul by a foreign head of state 
since the iMujahideen ■ took power 
in April last year- 
Afghan authorities said Sunday 
that Russian forces in Tajikistan 

—Msassss 

fore Mr. Rakhmanov began the 
foe Russian forces sneueu !»•» 

5 000*2* there Wednesday 

^rS' destroyed ^ 

houses and crops in the area, 
said. 


Russia says USSR not 
guilty in KAL tragedy 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian offi- 
cials said Monday the Soviet Un- 
ion bore no guilt for shooting 
down a South Korean airliner in 
1983, laying the blame instead on 
pilot error and a series of fateful 
coincidences. 

Sergei Filatov, head of a state 
commission investigating the 
tragedy, said Soviet Air Defence 
Forces firmly believed they were 
intercepting an enemy spy plane 
when they shot down flight KAL 
007 and killed all 269 people on 
board. 

“It turns out that the " viet 
Union bears no guilt • this 

incident,” Mr. Filatov to!* sws 

conference. 

The Korean Airlines plane was 
shot down by a Soviet fighter off 
Russia's Far East Sakhalin Island 
on Sept. 1, 1983 after straying 
deep into Soviet airspace on a 
flight from Anchorage, Alaska to 
Seoul. 

Commission members said the 
Boeing 747 had been mistaken 
for a U.S. RS-135 spy plane 
sighted by Soviet Air Defences 
on the Far Eastern peninsula of 
Kamchatka earlier the same day. 

“The tragedy was foe result of 
a whole chain of mistakes and 
coincidences, and not deliberate, 
malicious intent,” said Mr. Fila- 
tov, who is also President Boris 
Yeltsin's chief of staff. 

The tragedy dramatically 
heightened cola war tensions, 
with U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan accusing foe Soviet side 
of knowingly destroying a civilian 
plane. Moscow defended the ac- 
tion, saying the Boeing had been 
on a risky U.S. spy mission. 

Mr. Filatov said neither of 
these positions was supported by 
foe commission's findings, which 
resembled those of an earlier 
report by the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation. 

Rudolf Teimurazov, head of 
Russia’s Flight Safety Commis- 
sion, said KAL 007*5 crew had set 
a faulty course within three mi- 
nutes of take-off from Anchor- 
age, and failed to correct it 
throughout the- next five hours 
and 20 minutes as they strayed 
further and farther north of their 


correct route. 

They failed to observe correct 
procedure for checking and re- 
porting their position at a series 
of points en route and were 350 
miles off course by foe time plane 
approached Sakhalin. 

To Soviet Air Defence Forces, 
the arrival of a second intruder in 
their airspace indicated that a 
support plane had come to refuel 
the RS-135 and allow it to con- 
tinue its mission. 

A SU-15 fighter was dispatched 
from Sakhalin to meet the 
approaching aircraft double back 
ana give pursuit. At this point the 
final tragic error occurred, Mr. 
Teimurazov said. 

The pursuing fighter flashed its 
lights, fired ahead of the Boeing 
and sent a radio message as a 
final warning. 

But foe Boeing at that moment 
was climbing in response to a 
‘message from Tokyo ground con- 
trol, and the crew probably never 
saw the warning shot passing 
beneath them. 

“After the fighter gave foe 
‘friend or foe’ interrogation signal 
and 007 failed to answer, foe 
fighter received foe order to 
attack the Boeing 747, which was 
thought to be an intruding RS- 
135 spy plane,” Mr. Teimurazov 
said. 

The plane, hit by a single rock- 
et in foe tail, briefly climbed and 
then plunged in a broad spiral for 
nine minutes, breaking up as it 

crashed into the sea. 

* 

“Missile launched. Target des- 
tbe Soviet fighter pilot 
fioed to base. 

Yeltsin, in a gesture of atone- 
ment to the South Korean peo- 
ple, denounced foe downing of 
the plane as “the criminal act of a 
criminal regime” when he visited 
their country last year. 

But the new report may 
antagonise Seoul with its refusal 
to lay blame at foe Soviet door. 

Deputy Prime Minister Alex- 
ander Sbokfain said in response to 
a South Korean compensation 
claim last week that foe KAL 
Airline, not Moscow, should 
make the payments to relatives. 


Nigeria 
heads for 
shutdown 
as strike 
takes hold 

LAGOS (R) — Nigeria groand to a 
hilt Monday as an indefinite 
general strike called to protest 
foe installation of an unelected 
government began to bite. 

Transport was paralysed in foe 
main city Lagos as a year long 
fuel shortage combined with, foe 
strike to force public buses off the 
road. 

“I have no fuel in foe bus so I 
cannot go anywhere,” said bus 
driver Lateef Oyewole. 

His type of bus called th- 
“molue” provides nearly half foe 
public tansport service in this city 
of six million people. 

At Nigeria’s main oil terminal 
in Bonny in the southeast, load- 
ing was being done only in foe 
daytime, oil industry sources said 
Sunday. 

The strike was called by the 
umbrella trade union organisa- 
tion Nigeria Lab. it Congress 
(NLC) and foe vital oil workers 
group NUPENG to protest 
against foe former military gov- 
ernment’s failure to fully return 
Nige ria to democracy. 

NUPENG said it wanted pow- 
er transferred to business tycoon 
Mofoood Abiola, the unofficial 
winner of last June's presidential 
election annulled by former milit- 
ary President Ibrahim Babangi- 
da. 

Mr. Abiola plans to return 
from abroad by the end of this 
week to form his government and 
foe new government of Ernest 
Shoneka has warned it would 
regard that as rebellion. 

Gen. Babangida quit the army' 
and the presidency Thursday and 
handed over to industrialist 
Shonekan. 



CAPTURED REBELS: Five of 13 members of 
the Shining Path guerrilla group recently cap- 
tured by the miFfcary are presented to the press. 
The 13 guerrillas were arrested in connection with 


foe Aug. 20 massacre by rebels of at taet ® 
Ashaninka Indians in the Maramari of Pern (AFF 
photo) 


2,000 rebels killed in offensive — Angola 


LUANDA (R) — Angolan gov- 
ernment forces pushing towards 
the rebel capital Huainbo hi the 
centra] highlands killed more 
than 2,000 UNITA rebel fighters 
over foe past week, foe govern- 
ment newspaper Jornal De Ango- 
la said Monday. 

The newspaper quoted a milit- 
ary source as saying foe casualties 
were inflicted on three fronts in 
battles for the towns of Tfchid- 
jenje, Monte Bela, Balombo and 
Quilengues. 

Jornal De Angola quoted its 
sources as saying foe' dead in-* 
eluded a UNITA general, known 
by his nom de guerre “katu”. 

Government forces are advanc- 
ing. on Huainbo along two main 
roads from foe Atlantic coast in a 
major offensive. Other columns 
are moving into the southern 
fringes of foe central highlands 
from the southern city orLuban- 
go- . . . * 

Jornal De Angola quoted its 


source as saying the forces 
advancing from foe coast had 
been fighting for several days in 
Ukurha, a town less than 100 
kilometres west' of Huambo, 
which fell to UNITA in March. 

UNITA (National Union for 
foe TPtal Independence of Ango- 
la) has been fighting a bush war 
against the government since in- 
dependence in from Portugal 
1975. A peace agreement signed 
in 1991 fell apart last year. 

Meanwhile, aid workers said 
hundreds of Angolans are dying 
each week in an agonising war 
that bas failed to capture the 
attention of a world community 
fbcusedon carnage in Bosnia and 
Somalia. 

“The number of civilians suf- 
fering from effects of foe war is 
just as. great as in Bosnia,” said 
James Fennell of the^ humanita- 
rian organisation care, visiting 
villages near foe central highland 
town of Ganda traumatised by 
fighting. 


“We ‘can prevent another 
Somalia. If we get food in now" we 
won't have mass starvation like In 
Somalia and Ethiopia.” 

Aid workers complain that foe 
deaths of tens of thousands of 
Angolans in the 11 months since 
UNITA rebels took up arms 
a gain after their electoral defeat 
last year have been eclipsed by 
greater world interest in Bosnia 
and Somalia. 

In the villages near Ganda, 
children in rags and bloated bel- 
lies* showed signs of chronic and 
severe malnutrition. A young girl 
struggled to stay on her feet - 
Heavy artillery fire rang, out 
from several kilometres away, a 
reminder of more deaths to 
come. 

No one knows for sore bow 
many people have died from 
direct or indirect effects of foe 
war. But many diplomats and aid 
workers believe at least 50,000 
have perished so for. 


Thais see new offensive against rebels 


BANGKOK — Soldiers of 
foe unified army of Cambodia’s 
interim coalition government are 
poised to renew their drive 
against Khmer Rouge guerrillas, 
a Thai milhazy spokesman said 
Monday. 

“Strong nuBtary movements by 
the g ove rnment soldiers and foe 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas indicate 
that the figthing will break out 
soon," Lieutenant-General Anu- 
sora Krisanaserani told a news 
conference. 

“We have instructed foe Thai. 
Armed Forces on foe border to 
deal with foe situation,” he said. 

Gen. Anusom said Thai sol- 
diers had been instructed to warn 
Cambodian forces to keep foe 
fighting on their side of the bor- 
der and to retaliate with tough 
action if shells fell on Thailand. 

Thai soldiers south of the bor- 


der town of Aranyaprathet fired 
eight mortar bombs towards 
Cambodian mortar positions on 
Sunday to stop a duel that bad 
resulted in several rounds landing 
inside Thailand, witnesses said. 

Over 1,000 Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas and their followers fled 
over foe Thai border when gov- 
ernment troops overran a major 
Khmer Rouge logistics base in 
northwest Banteay Meanchey 
province two weeks ago. 

About 2,000 government sol- 
diers from foe Khmer Peoples 
Liberation Front, former guerril- 
la allies of the Khmer Rouge, 
took part in the assault. 

Their commander. General 
Kboun Rouen subsequently ac- 
cused the Thai military of helping 
to evacuate the Khmer Rouge to 
nearby safe areas. 


Gen. Anusom said Thai troops 
near- foe- border, bait been in-’ 
struct ed to prepare bolding cen- 
tres for Cambodian civilians and 
soldiers who might flee from 
fighting into Thailand. 

He said they would not be 
turned over to Phnom Penh au- 
thorities as had been demanded 


by the interim government there 

Meanwhile, leaders of Cambo- 
dia’s inerim government flew 
Monday to meet Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk in North Korea to try 
and finalise a new constitution 
that could lead to the restoration 
of the. monarchy. 

Prince Sihanouk, the restored 
head of stale and former god- 
king, is currently staying in Pyon- 
gyang as guest of the Communist 
leadership there and \yill puruse 
the draft national con s t ituti on 
being brought to him. . 


Last Russians to leave Lithuania by Tuesday 


VILNIUS (Agencies) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin has prom- 
ised that the last remaining 2,500 
Russian soldiers still in Lithuania 
will have left foe Baltic republic 
by Tuesday, foe Lithuanian presi- 
dent said Monday. 

Speaking on Vilnius Radio, 
President Algirdas Brazauskas 
said that “tomorrow there will be 
a farewell ceremony” for the last 


remaining Russian troops. 

Russia^ and Lithuania .. will 
sign a bilateral treaty next month. 
Mr. Brazauskas also said, giving 
no details. 

Russia had earlier suspended 
its scheduled withdrawal .of 
troops from Lithuania and bro- 
ken off negotiations after Vilniug 
demanded financial compensa- 
tion for what it terms the Soviet 


military occupation of the repub- 
lic since 1940. 

Russia recognised Lithuanian 
independence in 1992. 

“During today’s conversation 
with Boris Yeltsin, it was agreed 
that die Russian army wUl be 
wtihdrawn before the end of the 
month,” Mr. Brazauskas has 
said. 


Liz Taylor: Jackson will be vindicated 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — Eli- 
zabeth Taylor, flying to Michael 
Jackson’s side, said in a television 
interview broadcast Monday that 
she believes her long-time friend 
will be cleared of child sex-abuse 
allegations against him . 

“I believe totally that Michael 
wfll be vindicated. I believe in 
Michael’s integrity, his love and 
trust in children,” Taylor said in 
an interview for the programme 
A Current Affair conducted on 
the Singapore Airlines Jumbo Jet 
taking the actress to Singapore, 
where foe pop star was perform- 
ing. 

Jackson bas been accused of 
sexual abuse by a 13-year-old 
boy. The singer has denied 
molesting the boy, and police 
have turoed up no phyacal evi- 
dence to support criminal charges 
against Jackson. 

Since foe story broke last 
week. Jackson's private detec- 
tive, Anthony Pellicano, has 
charged that foe boy’s father — a 
Beverly Hills dentist — deman- 
ded 20 million through an attor- 
ney to buy his son’s silence. 

Taylor expressed concern ab- 
out foe allegations against Jack- 
son. 

“...Michael is one of my best 
friends in the whole world and I 
can’t think of any worse thing 
that a human being could go 
through than what he’s going 
through now,” she said. “You 
can imagine how he feels. How 
would you feel if you had these 


allegations against you? He's a 
very sensitive, very vulnerable, 
very shy person. 

“I know it will come out all 
right,” Taylor said. “Michael is a 
very proud man and be has good 
faith. He’s a very spiritual mid a 
very religious man.” 

Jackson’s private detective said 
in an interview published Mon- 
day that be delayed telling police 
about an alleged extortion 
attempt against foe pop star for 
more than two months to buy : 
time and discredit those making 
allegations against Jackson. 

“I knew that time was on my 
side,” Mr. Pelikano told the 
Washington Post. “The longer 
foe negotiations went on, foe 
more discredited they are. And if 
I can get Michael on an airplane, 
he’s on tour for four months and 
that’s more time.” 

Pepsi-Cola, corporate sponsor 
of Michael Jackson’s current 
world tour, has hired leading 
detective agency Krofl Associates 
to investigate foe singer, foe 
Guardian newspaper reported 
Monday. 

It quoted a “senior” Pepsi 
source as saying Kroll had been 
hired while another denied this. 
The story did not say why Pepsi 
wanted Jackson investigated. . 

A Pepsi spokesman in sub- 
urban New York denied foe re- 
port, saying; “We are keeping 
our ear dose to foe ground, and 
monitoring this dosely, but we 
are not investigating Michael 


Jackson.” 

A spokeswoman for KroU said 
foe investigative firm “never 
comments on our clients” and 
added that she could neither con- 
firm nor deny foe story. 

Meanwhite Jackson squashed 
all speculation of health problems 
as he thrilled a capadty crowd of 
50,'000 screaming fans at the 
National Stadium here Sunday. 

To screams of “Michael... 
Michael” foe superstar waved to 
foe capadty crovyd- who broke 
out in a mass r&idition of Happy 
Birthday, whiltTa smiling Jackson 
stood, motionless with his hands 
outstretched in a victory .sign. 

Jackson began his concert with 
one of his popular 1992 hits Jam, 
but jhe moment that song was 
over his backing band struck up 
foe happy birthday tune to which 
the crowd responded is unison. 

The superstar, who turned 35 
Sunday, bowed to his fans after 
they finished their serenade, 
saying: “My friends, my friends... 
thank you, thank you.” 

’ Jackson showed no signs of any 
exhaustion throughout his 90- 
mrnute performance, strutting 
and danang around the stage 
with his customary agility right up 
to foe end. 

In South Africa, anger Michael 
Jackson has been warned by the 
youth wing of the Zulu-based 
Inkafoa Freedom Party (IFP) not 
to fen “the , fires of violence” 


when he tours South 'Africa next 
month. 

In a weekend resolution, the 
IFP youth brigade said Jackson 
would “sold y be responsible for 
the predictable consequences” if 
as reported, he used proceeds 
from the tour to aid foe IFFs 
bitter rival. Nelson Mandela’s 
African National Congress 

Jackson is due to hold concerts 
^Johannesburg on Sept 30 and 
JJct 1 . According to reports 
? f thc Proceeds will go 

ABC “West 
first fa* elections 

next April 27. 

By doing this, Jackson would 
^ ™ nCm § thc “slaughter of 

A^^S^ an i d ® fence,ess souls,'* 
*e IFP Youth Brigade resolution 

l 

£ s 5 r I 0xls warning is issued to 

care that be does not stalk foe 

, violence in an extremelv 
volatile political 

^? an “ swelling 
of foe ANC to th/tood 
Regard of the poh’tkal^eW 

IFP , a Utter rival of foe anp 
k? 5 * k* 0 blamed for much of the 


Japanese princess 
flies to Europe for 
‘love tryst’ 

TOKYO (AFP) - Pitows Non 
of Japan, daughter of 

Akihito and Empress Mkfoiko, 
left for Europe Monday, where 
according to foe Japanese press 
she was heading for a love tryst ^ 
with a Japanese architecture stu L 'j \ 1 
dent. Princess Non, 24, flew to 
London, where she was to over- 
night before heading to Spain to 
spend about a week in an apart- 
ment owned by foe Belgian royal 
famil y, and then go to Brassies as 
a guest of Queen Fabiofa. She* 
will meet up her parents in 
Europe at the end of their Sept. 

3-19 European tour. According 
to foe mass circulation weekly 
Shukan Bunshun. a discreet ren- 
dez vous has been fixed at a 
Belgian chateau on Sept. 12 with 
a possible fiance. He was named 
as Toshinara Bojo, 31 , who is 
studying gothic architecture in 
France and preparing a doctorate 
at the University of Tokyo. Mr. 

Bojo’s grandfather was chamber- 
lain to Emperor Mefjr, who 
reigned from 1867-1912. f 

Longevity protein 
found by Japanese 
researchers 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese re- 
searchers said Monday they have 
discovered a protein that helps 
the life span of mice and could 
possibly do the same for humans. 
Experiments showed that those 
mice which took foe p rotein 
mixed in their water twice a week 
lived five to 10 per cent longer 
than other miry> and ^sained ^ 
energetic until unmediateiy be- 
fore their death. Akira Okano of 
Shunshu University, who led foe 
research, said the protein, which Jf 
was originally found in flies, also '•?* 
existed in six-week-old hu man 
embryos, bees and silkworms. “I 
think there is a hi gh possibility 
foal foe protein works on human 
beings because it was found in a 
certain stage of embroys mid is 
had an effect on another mam- ■ 
mals,” Mr. Okano sakL 

Gilbert, George 
bring pop art 
panache to China' 

PEKING (R) — Gilbert 7 and 
George, the dignified dandses aL . 
Britain's art work!, b rough t pop 
* art.panacbqfp P^fog ? |lont^ ; as 
fo^ readied ode ~ of the' first 
major exhibition* of ^modern 
Western art to hit China’s capitaL 
From Beached and Bubbled to 
Flat Man, Headview and Ton- 
gueis, foe Gilbert and George ’ 

China Exhibition is being bafietia 
major leap toward b rin g ing foe 
world's most populous country 
into step with the Western art 
vanguard. That vanguard- was hw 
Peking in person Monday, an<&' 
held a news conference, for a 
group of mystified Qrinese jour- 
nalists to explain Gilbert and 
Geoige’s work — large, sec- 
tioned canvases of yotmg 
cityscapes, and the artists m their 
underwear. “Gilbert and George 
are living artists and sort of 
wanderers on this planet/’ 

Anders Kold, modern art curator 
at Denmark’s Royal Museum -of 
Fine Arts, told the reporters. . ; . 

Remorseful art-lover 
apologises for i v \ 
stealing a statue 

NICE, France (AFP) —An art-- 
loving thief stole a statue from an ' 
exhibition in the public gardens. at jfci 
Beauiieu-Sur-Mer on foe. French ^ 
Riviera and then wrote to -foe 
local council to apologise, - the . 
council said Friday. The thief, 
who did not sign his letter; said he 
had fallen in love with the Resin 
statue, weighing around .100 
kilos, by the artist Noel Thomanu 
from Belfort, in eastern France. 

“I could never afford "to Jmy 
myself such beautiful things, and 
besides it was a case of love at 
first sight,” the thief said, proinis- 
mg to look after the statue.' Ho 
asked the council to tell the aitirt 
that he was “in love wrfot his 
wwk and thanked it for staging ’ 
foe exhibition, hoping that: his 
act of vandalism” would i not 
close down foe event. The area- 
msers said they appreciated^ 
fine sentiments of fo e thief, bat 
wanted him to know that {bey - jjfr 
expected the statue to be back bn “ 
its base by Monday or they would 
tic going to the police. 

French airline - 
lives off the fat 
of the land 

CR) — A - fat French . 
went on foe warpath 
agjret an anline Sunday Iter 
bemg asked to pay two air fares 
to accommodate her 130 kfiox- 
rammes. Red-head Anne Zam- 
ti«fan, whose vohiptuobs curves 

ShLSTT a S bt 0° French 

deariEed domestic 

nsfiria/ to sefl 
her a ticket for a sm pf f. 

“ y i ateSSteman 
to pay doable. 

dented * fr trai " insie ^-W Inters ^ . 

fat ^? d retortetMhmV 
p so pfe who are dl and musicians 
instruments were 
afro asked to pay for twtwieals. 
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Star of 

Cozzene 

captures 

Arlington 

Million 


aiujngton heights, iiu- 

nou (R) — Without his rival Lure 
to crowd the stage, Star of Ct»- 
«ne proved worthy of lop billing 
with an authoritative 3V~len«h 
victory in the Arlington Milton 
Sunday. 

Overnight and morning rams- 
turned the turf at Arlington Inter- 
national Racecourse soft, a dis- 
advantage which the lure camp 
deemed unacceptable. The scratch 
ended a chance for a rubber ' 
match tor the pair, who had split 
four races this season. 

Their spirited rivalry had been 
compared to the classic duel be- 
tween Affirmed and Alyd&r in 
the 1978 triple crown. 

Star of Cozzene. the heavy 
favourite, found himself part of 
an alarmingly familiar subplot 
throughout the first mile of the 
*V*-imJe race. 

While saving ground on the rail 
the star bone of the team Valour 
Stable and jockey Jose Samos 
could not get out for a dear run. 
A similar scenario in the stretch 
at Saratoga cost the duo a win in 
the Bernard Baruch August 11. 


Armstrong 
takes world 
cycling title 

OSLO (AFP) America laun- 
ched a new cycling star Sunday 
when Lance Armstrong spectacu- 
larly won the world pr o fes si onal 
title at his first a tt emp t under 
driving rain in Oslo. 

Yet Armstrong, the youngest 
champion ever at 21, had to be 
convinced be had really won after 
tosmg track of how many laps be 
had completed. 

He broke 13km from the end of 
the 252km race after two falls and 
finish With a 193*CC advantage 
over Migud lndurain, whose 
world number one title may soon 
be disputed. 

But Armstrong revealed; "I 
wasn't we it was the last lap. 1 
looked at my counter on the last 
descent and only then realised I 
was going to win. 

But he played down compari- 
sons with compatriot veteran 
cycling star Greg Lcmond, a 
three -times winner of the Tour 
Dc France. 

"We have only got one thing in 
common,*’ be said. “We're both 
American. He won two world 
championships and three Tour 
Dc France. Mr, I've just won one 
World Championships.'' 

German Oiaf Ludwig was just 
beaten by the Tour De France 
and Giro D'lulia title bolder in 
the final sprint. Johan Museeuw 
of Belgium was fourth and world 
cup leader Maurizio Fondricst of 
Italy was fifth. 







American Lance Armstrong jubilates as he crosses the finish line to 
win the individual road race at the World Cycling Championships 
(AFP photo) 

lndurain said later: “1 thought was very surprised to see (hut I 
of giving up around half-way. I was the fastest. But I don't have 
hesitated because I felt tired. any regrets — Armstrong won, 
“I sprinted like the others and I he w&s the strongest. 


Prost, Hill both have reason to celebrate GP 


SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS. Bel- 
mum (AP) — Alain Prost and 
Damon Hill each left the Belgian 
Prix with reason to celebrate. 

Hill won the e-rent for his 
second consecutive victory. Prost 
took another step toward ins 
fourth world championship. 

And together, they gave 
Williams- Renault its second con- 
secutive team title. 

If that was not enough, the win 


alto gave Renault's its 50th vic- 
tory, firmly establishing it as (he 
dominant engine of the 1990s. 

Savouring the gargantuan suc- 
cess, Hil! just asked “what more 
can I say?” 

Team leader Frank Williams 
did it for him, celebrating his 70th 
win: "This has been a great day.” 

In a thrilling race up to the end. 
Hill held off a charging Michael 
Schumacher of Germany, who 


had compromised victory by 
aimosi stalling on the starting 
grid. His comeback just fell short. 

Prost led for most of the race. 
But when a slow pit stop for new 
tires allowed Hill through, he 
drive a controlled race, knowing 
even third place would bring the 
world title beckoning, since his 
closest challenger Ayrton Senna 
was lagging in fourth place. 

“I scored one point more than 


Senna, which is exactly the result 
I wanted to get for my cham- 
pionship,'’ he said. 

Prost now has 81 points in the 
overall standings with Senna in 
second place with 53. Hill closed 
in on die Brazilian and has 48 
points, while Schumacher totals 
42. 

Senna has already given up ani- 
malistic hope of catching Prost. 


Celebrities raise funds for Ashe charity 

Seles greeted with standing ovation in New York 


FLUSHING MEADOW, -New , ing Sunday, No one outside her 


York (Agencies) —A day before 
the arduous U.S. Open, the elite 
names of tennis — watched by 
Monica Seles in her first public 
appearance since her stabbing — 
fooled around for a good cause. 

They came to play, entertain 
and have a few laughs as part of 
the second annual Arthur Ashe 
AIDS Tennis Challenge. The 
event was organised to raise 
money to defeat AIDS, the disease ' 
which claimed the life of Ashe in 
February. 

Seles stood in the shade of the 
strirweil and paused, as if afraid 
to take die next step. 

Above her, the crowd. Ahead, 
the conn. In her mind, the 
memories. 

"Monica, there arc a lot of 
people up there who want to pour 
a lot of love on yon," U.S. Open 
tournament director Steve Devoc 
assured her. 

They didn't know she was cotn- 


close circle did. She decided only 
the day before to join the tennis 
world in honouring the memory 
of Arthur Ashe and his founda- 
tion for the defeat of AIDS. 

She couldn’t play in the exhibi- 
tion for charity, and she can’t 
defend her two straight Open 
titles starring Monday. But she 
could take a stand just by show- 
ing up. And so she did. 

Now on the stain, she walked 
tentatively up into the brilliant 
sunlight, gaily dressed in a 
cherry- red striped blouse, a white 
ribbon in her dark hair, a nervous 
smile on her face. 

And when Alan King, master 
of ceremonies, announced her 
immediately to the crowd, 13,000 
fans rose, as Devoc had pre- 
dicted, "to pour a lot of love” on 
her. 

They embraced her with their 
applause longer and more warmly 
than they did when she won the 
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Went North East Sooth 

3 ? 4 # Pm B C* 

Pm 6* DU ft NT 

Pm Pm DU Pm 

Pan Pm 

Opening lead: Kin* of C 
Pew ozperu are comfortable bid- 
ding Creak bands. Throw in a pre- 
emptive bid to nir the pot, and 
■txaage *hfcn|p ram happen. 

Don't aak u» how this hand 
should be bid. Certainly, no one can 
quibble with West'* Opening pre- 
empt and North's jump to Sour 
W*da*. Thereafter, we are oo lass 
certain groand. The one dear Mate- 
meat that can bo made b we dis- 


agree thoroughly with East's double 
of six epadas. A small profit was in 
sight, *o why roil lit* water*? 

South realized rix spade* proba- 
bly had no fbnm, and ch ore to run 
to six no trump. East ebetad to 
double again although tbb time on 
somew ha t baa sure footing. 

Naturally. West led the king of 
hearts, and South waa not enamored 
with dummy. If declarer won and 
crossed to the ace of d i a m on d *, 
there was no way back <o hand to 
run the diamond suit — s club would 
allow the i to win and cash 

a stow of heart trick*. There wnaajuat 
one alight to euiaxga un- 

■oiThed, and declarer went for ft. 
South fallowed to the first trick with 
the four of heart*! 

In retrospect, there are those who 
might claim that, since Bast surely 
held an aoe far the two double*. 
West should hare shifted to a dub. 
Perhaps, but Weet thought ft *afa to 
continue with another heart. 

On the ace of hoarta declarer dis- 
f i swtad dummy'* ace of diamonds. 
When the jack of diamonds dropped 
on tha second round, 12 tricka came 
ratting home, Means* Boat couldn't 
hold both th* an of dob* and four 
spades in the tod poaftfam. 


championships. They made her 
feel safe in New York. 

Seles smiled, giggled, seemed 
almost embarrassed. And she 
looked, even in sunglasses, as if 
that applause was some of the 
best therapy she’s received. 

She sat beside Ashe’s widow 
Jeanne and daughter Camera, 
signed autographs and, at one 
point, leaned over a railing from 
the president's box to exchange a 
kiss and hug with Jennifer Cap- 
riati. 

“It’s a very special day,” Seles 
said. "I wanted to be here be- 
cause I love Arthur and I want to 
support his foundation for the 
defeat of AIDS.” 

Seles, 19, wasn’t even born 
when Ashe won the first U.S. 
title of the open era in 1968. Bui 
she came to know about him and 
respect him, like most of the 
other stars at Sunday’s bencGt, 
more for his good works than his 
fine play. 

Still, it wasn't easy to come 
here. 

Four months have passed since 
she'd last entered a tennis sta- 
dium. Four months since she was 
wheeled out, a knife wound in 
her back from a deranged fan 
obsessed with Sieffi Graf. 

Now she was in a stadium j 
again, in the stands instead of on I 
a court. She didn't know when i 
she'd hit a ball again, when she'd 
play again, and most importantly 
whether she’ll ever be as good 
again. 

But with the fans cheering her, 
and security guards all around, at 
least she looked unafraid. 

New York City Mayor David 
Dinkins, heavweight boxing 
champion Riddick Bo we and for- 
mer heavyweight champ Evandcr 
Holyfield were among (he non- 
tennis celebrities involved. 

- Tennis stars John McEnroe, 
Andre Agassi, Pete Sampras, Jim 
Courier, Michael Stich, Zina 
Garrison Jackson. Arantxa San- 
chez Vicario and Jennifer Cap- 
riati participated. 

For McEnroe, who hasn't play- 
ed on the circuit in 1993, the visit 
to stadium court brought back 
many memories. 

"It was fun out there,” said a 
smiling McEnroe, who lost to 
Agassi 7-5 in their light-he&ned 


encounter. 

McEnroe, who won four U.S. 
Open singles crowns and will do 
television commentary at this 
year’s tournament, played an 
amusing tiebreaker with Agassi. 

When American comedian 
Alan King, acting as umpire for 
the two, made an unfavourable 
call, Agassi walked up to the 
chair and mimicked one of 
McEnroe’s infamous tines from 
Wimbledon. 

“You cannot be .serious," 
Agassi shrieked, sounding eerily 
like McEnroe. 

The ploy wasn't wasted on 
McEnroe. He started mocking 
Agassi's trademark habits, in- 
cluding lifting his shin up to 
reveal his chest. 

But they also remembered the 
serious purpose of the day. 

"Anyone who knew Arthur 
and a tremendous respect for 
him,” said Agassi. “He died of a 
tragic disease and everybody is 
supporting this event out of re- 
spect for him." 


Navratilova 
knows her 
place at Open 

NEW YORK (API — At the age 
of 36 and with a record 163 
tournament titles, Martina Nav- 
ratilova knows her place in his- 
tory and in this year’s U.S. Open. 

"I’ve been beyond proving 
anything for a long time now,” 
the left-hander said. "This is a 
golden tune ami I'm just enjoying 
the ndc.” 

She's also enjoying rewriting 
the record book, which changes 
almost every rime she takes to the 
court- 

Navratilova, is seeded third ( 
this year, a record ivth consecu- | 
tive time she has been seeded in I 
this tournament, 1993’s final j 
Grand Siam event. She had been [ 
tied with Jimmy Connors and \ 
Chris Even for most years seeded j 
and most successive years seeded, j 

When she takes the court ] 
against Gloria PLzzchini of Italy in ; 
a first- round match. Navratilova t 
will play in her 2 1st consecutive | 
tournament, besting Virginia j 
Wade's mark of 20. It will be htr ; 
103rd match in U S. Open play. I 
still 1U shy of Evert's career I 
mark. I 

And while she has captured I 
four U.S. Open titles, she hasn't j 
been the final woman standing on I 
the hard courts of the National j 
Tennis Centre since 19S7 when ! 
she defeated Steffi Graf. 

React upsets Chang in Hamlet ! 
Final: In Commack, New York, ; 
unseeded Mark Rosset of I 
Switzerland upset fifth-seeded i 
American Michael Chang 6-4 3-0 . 
O-l in the final of the SSUU.fM.i ■ 
Waldbaum Hamlet Cup tennis ' 
tournament Sunday. j 

Rosset, the Olympic gold : 
medallist last year, won his first j 
tournament since a victory at j 
Marseille in February. He be- | 
came the first uiueedcd player to [ 
win the Hamlet since Jonas | 
Svensson of Sweden in iWf7. \ 

Rosset was in only his second j 
tournament since having tonsils j 
removed in July and being side- 
lined six weeks. He now- has won 
seven of his last eight matches. 

At six feet, seven" inches (2.0i 
metres), Rosset produced serves 
of 120 miles per hour (193 fcph) 
and used a smashing, accurate 
forehand to overpower the five- 
foot-cight (1.73 metre) Chang in 
the first and third sets. 

Eaquht outlasts Steven on day of 
non seeds: In Schenectady, N.Y., 
Thomas Enqvist used a powerful 
serve and baseline game to beat 
Bren Steven 4-6, 6-3, 7-6 (7-0) 
Sunday for the men's cham- 
pionship at the OTB Internation- 
al. 

Larisa Nciland defeated Nata- 
lia Medvedeva 6-3. 7-5 to win the 
women's title. 

All the singles finalists were 
unseeded. 

Enqvist defeated top-seeded 
Ivan Lendl in the quarterfinals 
and sixth seed Carlos Costa to 
advance to the finals. 

“It was unbelievable,” Enqvist 
said of winning seven straight 
points in die tiebreaker, ”1 just 
went for my shots.” 

Muster on the doable: In Umag, 
Croatia. Australian Thomas Mus- 
ter justified his top seeding by 
winning the ATP J400.000 
tournament for the second year in 
a row. 

He beat Spaniard Alberto Be- 
Tastegui. seeded sixth, 7-5. 3-6, 
6-3. 


World Cup qualifiers 

Brazil avenge loss to Bolivia;: 
Uruguay keep slim hopes alive 


By Shs Associated Press 

BRAZIL AVENGED its only loss in World 
Cup qualify •::£ by humiliating Bolivia 6-0 before a 
%u!d-ou! cr owd of 75,000 on Sunday, and Colombia 
put itse-t position to earn its second straight 
World Cup qualifying berth with a 4-0 victory over 
Peru. 

Ra:. Mailer and Bebeto all scored in an 11- 
minute -.pan . n the first half to spark the rout by 
Erazii. which wanted revenge for a 2-0 loss to 
Bolivia .'civ 25 in La Paz. 

•'We- •is: gave Bolivia the answer to La Paz,” 
Brazilian “anuger Carles Alberto Parreira said. 

The •.-.ciery in Recife, Brazil, also starkly im- 
proved Brail's chances to qualify for the 1994 
World Cup. moving it to 3-2-1 and eight points in 
South A“sr.i,io Group B. It is two points behind 
Bolivia ; and rwp ahead of Uruguay (2-2-1). 

Two :ea:p^ w:!! qualify from Group B. Both 
Bolivia ::r.± S: have two games remaining while 

Uruguay has three. 

Colombo''"- ’.iciury gave it sole possession of first 
place ::: Grr-zp A, from which only one team will 
auromaiii.'slti qualify, with one game remaining. 
Because Argentina drew 0-0 with Paraguay at 
Buenos A:ra» Sunday. Colombia needs only to 
draw with Argentina next Sunday in Buenos Aires 
to grt ;ii for the United States. 

C«‘.on:?.'_ ;3-2-d) has eight points, one more 
than Arcsr.ima and three more than Paraguay. 
The from Group A will have to win a 

twolrg stfr.ss with Australia to earn qualification. 

Else w he: - Sa.vJay . Uruguay kept its hopes alive 
ir. Grau;« B with a 44) victory over Venezuela. 

Brazil's urtory came against a team which was 
unbeaten ar.d znt.eJ and had outscored its oppo- 
nents 22-2 qualifying. 

“Braz:! pLycd the soccer noble of a 

three- time a.t.J cnampion,” said Pele, a sports 
comir.en taler :cr 7V Giobo. 

Rai z-.r 3:^z.; the lead in the 13th minute, 
kicking tie uz: cf i he goalkeeper’s arms after 

Bebeto r.L- pz: the initial shot on goal. 

Muller another in the 19th. knocking a 

header just ott me underside of the crossbar, with 
a light ram that zesar. to fall in the 20th minute, 
Bebeto the >e: the rout m motion in the 24th, 
scoring the firs: of two by taking a pass from 
Branco chipping a ball into into the upper right 
comer. 


Branco added one of his own in the 36th off a 
comer kick and Ricardo Gomes sent Brazil into 
the locker room at halftime with a 5-0 lead with a 
goal in the 44th. 

Bebeto then added bis second in the 57th ; 
Colombia 4, Pen* 0 

At Barranquilla, Colombia, after being kept 
away from tbe net for aU but one shot in the first IS 
minutes, Ivan Rene Vakndano and Freddy Rin- 
con scored two minutes apart to give Colombia a 
2-0 load by the 41st minute and delight the crowd 
of 50,000 at Barnmquiila's Metropolitano Sta- 
dium. 

Valenriano gave Colombia the lead, taking a 
pass from Faustino Asprilla and shooting between 
the legs of Peruvian goalkeeper Miguel Miranda. 

Rincon beat Miranda to the right to double 'the 
lead and Alexis Mendoza squashed any Peruvian 
hopes in the 65th minute. 

Wilson Perez completed the scoring 10 minutes 
later. 

Argentina 0, Paraguay 0 

At Buenos Aires, Argentina, Paraguay domin- 
ated througout most of the first half, while the 
Argentines moved forward in the second half but 
were unable to score before 50,000 fans at River 
Plate Stadium. 

Gabriel Gonzalez had Paraguay's best chances 
in the second and ninth minutes, and Alfredo 
Mendoza had another in tbe 20th minute, but were 
deftly turned aside by goalkeeper Sergio 
Goycocher. 

Argentina, seemingly confused and indecisive, 
finally took control at 30 minutes, setting up 
several scoring opportunities. Gabriel Batistuta 
and Ramon Medina Bello threatened but were 
unable to beat goalkeeper Jose Chitavert. 
Uruguay 4, Venezuela 0 

At Montevideo, Uruguay, Fernando Kanspkis 
scored on headers in the seventh and 30 minutes to 
kept alive Uruguay’s hopes. Uruguay still must 
face Ecuador at Guayaquil next Sunday. Bolivia 
Sept. 12 at Montevidto and Brazil Sept. 19 in Rio 
De Janeiro. 

Gabriel Cedres scored on another header five 
minutes before halftime and Ruben Sosa com- 
pleted the scoring before 35,000 in Centenario 
Stadium on a blistering shot from outside the 
penalty area in the 64th. 


Platt, Gullit strike ... and strike 


PARIS i AFP* — High-profile 
rejects Ruud Gullit and David 
Platt couldn't stop striking on the 
opening day oi the Italian foot- 
ball league.’ 

First they joined the rest of 
Italy's soccer stars in a lightning 
pay strike which delayed matches 
for half-an-hour after a dispute 
with the Italian federation over 
cash payments. 

And when their debut match 
finally got underway Gullit, who 
left AC Milan last’ season, and 
Platt, surplus to requirements at 
Juventus, both reverted to more 
traditional goal strikes in their 2-1 
win at Naples. 

England skipper Piatt opened 
the scoring in the 3 1st minute, 
squeezing in a far-post header 
from Gullit's deep cross after he 
had jinked to the byline. 

Then Dutch international Gul- 
lit, set up by Roberto Mancini, 
Wasted in a shot from the edge of 
the area in the 43rd which the 
goalkeeper could only half parry. 

There were successes for both 
Milan clubs against newly- 
promoted sides, champions AC 
Milan coming away from Lecce 
with a 1-0 win, courtesy of a 
strike by Croze Zvonimir Boban 
after 54 minutes, and inter beat- 
ing Regdana 2-1. 


Their scorers were Dutchman 
Wim Jonk, the former Ajax star, 
in the 15th minute, with Salvatore 
Schillad adding the winner in the 
55th. 

Atalanta, bolstered by French 
international Franck Sauzee 
signed from Marseille, put five 
goals past Cagliari in a 5-2 
thrashing but England's Paul 
Gascoigne was anonymous in 
Lazio’s 0-0 draw with Foggja. 

There was striking of a diffe- 
rent nature in France, where 
around 500 of Paris Saint Ger- 
main’s notorious skinhead fans 
ambushed and attacked police. 

Ten policemen were hurt — 
one suffered a fractured skull — 
before tear gas was fired into the 


Paris crowd. 

But the shambles did not seem 
to upset the Paris home side, who 
won 2-0 through goals from 
Daniel Bravo and French interna- 
tional David Ginola. 

Monaco defender Gilles Gri- 
maritii faHed to set much of a 
better example during the 0-0 
draw against Marseille, flooring 
German international Rudi Voel- 
ler with a right hook after the 
German, who had just had a goal 
disallowed, pulled Grimandi’s 
hair. 

The referee, only yards away, 
missM the whole incident. 

Meanwhile newly-promted 
Cannes stayed top despite being 
held 1-1 by Sochaux. 


Mercedes CE 300 

Cabriolet (Convertable) 





Fully equiped (Leather, Air Conditioner, ABS, Automatic, etc.) 

Price Ex-Factory Germany DM 109.500 

Our Price C J J Aquaba USS 56.400 

PLEASE CONTACT OUR LOCAL DISTRIBUTOR : | OR DIRECTLY TO OUR HEAD OFFICE : 

NADER Marketing & Trading j llMllll TRADELINES MD 
| p T | Amman - Telephone 656207/8 | Telephone : 00 49 ~&1 3 11 88 
=4 Fax 656208 - P.O.Bor 950755 Facsimile : 00 4$ 761 3 66 61 


DUTY FREE CAR 
FOR SALE 

Mercedes 230 E Sedan 1978, white colour, air condition, 
central lock. Duty unpaid. 

Price: U.S.59,000 

Austrian Embassy Tel.: 644 635 & 644 648 


WANTED 

A saleswoman to work In a boutique In 
Sweifieh, prefer r ably one who has experi- 
ence. Good salary. 

For information cafi 818454 
from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. — 5-7 p.m. 


BRITISH LADIES OF AMMAN 

Monthly Meetings 

Wednesday 1 September 10-12 a.m. 
Wednesday 8 September 4 - 6 p.m. 
The Forte Grand Hotel (Plaza) 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Location: Khalda, behind the New English School. 
Area of building; 300 square metres. 

Consists of salon, hall and dining room, 4 bedrooms, 
one master. 3 bathrooms, kitchen, 2 verandas; with 
garage, water well and central heating. Modem build- 
ing, deluxe finishing. 

■ Annual rent: JD12.000. 

For more information please call tel. 666687. 
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l Ghana 


Td.: 6774201 jGncmx 


Last Action Haro 

Shews 12J0. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

A me r ica ShDcabfka 

Arabic 

Shown 1230, 3:15,^6:00, S:15, 10:15 


Td.: 6992381 IGmcnu 


Td.: 6341441 


Tel: 6755711 
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in 


Wad Sayyed A1 Shaghal 

* play 

(Arabic) 

Show*; 12:30. 3:3U. 6:00, 8:30 


Franky and Johnny 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

On Thursday and Friday special show for 
children at 11 a.m. a festival or cartoons. 


presents a pis, entitled: 

At Um Huron 

A po&jiar poa'.cfi! comedy 
Actors Abeer Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan A! Shaer. Fuad Shomaii 
in add-on to ether comedians 
Ever/ night at 8:15 
T.ckets are sold all day 


NaWI & HWiarifs Td * : 

AWtftS THKATM 

Returns to you Thursday Aug. 
26 in the play: 

Arab Summit 
Conference 
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Bosnia talks resume amid differences 


GENEVA (Agencies) — Bos* 
nia's Muslim president said he 
felt like a thirsty man sent into 
the desert for water as he headed 
Monday for peace talks deadlock- 
ed over a plan to divide Bosnia 
into three ethnic states. 

But U.N. official warned Bos- 
nian President Alija Izetbegovic 
against seeking radical changes in 
the package proposed Aug. 20 by 
international mediators, saying 
any additional demands coaid 
wreck the whole agreement. 

Mediators Lord Owen of the 
European Community (EC) and 
Thorvald Stoltenberg of the Un- 
ited Nations set Monday as the 
deadline for accepting their com- 
promise proposal. 

The talks between Muslim, 
Serb and Croat leaders, however, 
were postponed for a day beause 
Mr. Izetbegovic was unable to 
arrive in time from the besieged 
Bosnian capital of Sarajevo. 

The proposed agreement gives 
the Muslim-led government 31 
per cent of Bosnia. The Serbs 
would get 52 per cent, down from 
the 70 per cent of Bosnia they 
now control, and Croats 17 per 
cent. 

The Muslim-led government, 
which currently controls 10 per 
.cent of Bosnia after losing the 
war, rejected the package over 
the weekend, demanding more 
land as well as U.S. and North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) participation in any 
peace settlement. 

Mr. Izetbegovic said he was 
going to Geneva to seek injustice 
for his people, who made up 43 
per cent of the pre-war popula- 
tion. 

“I feel like a thirsty man who 
somebody is sending 'to a desert 
to look for water." Mr. Izetbego- 


vic told Sarajevo Radio Monday 
before leaving for Geneva. 

“Our people need peace, and 
the proposals being offered are 
worse than war,” he said. “There 
is little justice, and the law of 
force is ruling the world.” 

But the United Nations offi- 
cial, who briefed reporters on 
condition of anonymity, said Mr. 
Izetbegovic should not expect 
radical changes of the plan since 
it already meets four of five “con- 
cessions” demanded by Muslims 
during a previous round of talks. 

“Those concessions and the 
whole package are not going to 
stay on the table indefinitely.” 
the official said. He said the only 
Muslim demand not included in 
the plan was that they have a 
territorial link — instead of just a 
road — between their state and 
the eastern enclaves of Zepa and 
Srebrenica. 

“Everyone who returns tomor- 
row is folly aware of the dangers 
associated with opening up the 
package.” said the official is an 
apparent reference to the Mus- 
lims. 

“The next days will determine 
whether the peace is given a 
chance, or whether there is a 
continued and intensified con- 
flict,” he said. 

The Bosnian Serbs have agreed 
to the plan and Croats said they 
would seek some smaller changes 
to the proposed borders. Both 
the Serbs and Croats have 
warned the Muslims they will not 
receive any more land and that, 
they may lose everything if the 
war continues. 

“Muslims are risking to lose 
even the 10 per cent of land they 
now hold if they don't sign the 
compromise plan.” Bosnia's Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic told the 


Belgrade-based Tanjug news 
agency. 

“If they don't sign, we and 
Croats could divide Bosnia in 
two," Mr. Karadzic warned. 

The Muslims say the current 
plan rewards Serb aggression and 
the expulsion of. Muslims by 
occupying forces. They said the 
government would seek more 
territory in eastern Bosnia where 
the Serbs have committed worst 
atrocities. 

Those attending the talks in- 
clude Mr. Izetbegovic, Mr. 
Karadzic, Serbian President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic. Croatian Presi- 
dent Franjo Tudjman, and Bos- 
nian Croat leader Mate Boban. 

The 17-momh old Bosnian war 
has left 200,000 people dead or 
missing, and forced more than 
two million people to flee their 
homes. 

In Mostar, talks were con- 
tinuing between United Nations 
officials and both Muslim and 
Croat authorities to free 52 Span- 
ish U.N. troops being held hos- 
tage in the besieged Muslim sec- 
tor by women and children. 

Arguing that the presence of 
the U.N. peacekeepers offered 
the only security from Croat guns 
that have pounded the quarter for 
weeks, Sana Hamzai, 30. told 
Reuters: “Our life is in danger, 
and as long as the U.N. are here 
we are safe.” 

Her view was echoed by Plema 
Pobrica, 59. who wept as she said 
her son, grandson and grand- 
daughter bad all been killed dur- 
ing the siege of Mostar. 

“1 just can’t take it any more. 
There's nothing left except to try 
to save our own lives, and we see . 
keeping UNPROFOR (U.N. 
Protection Force) here as a way 
of doing that.” 


Musliam official Alija Alikadic 
said the intensity of Croat attacks 
had dropped since the arrival of 
the U.N. troops last Thursday at 
the head of a convoy of food and 
medicine. 

“Since the U.N. has been here 
only one civilian has been killed,'' 
he said. “If they had not been 
here 10 people would have been 
killed in the same period.” 

“People who used to hide in 
their homes now feel secure 
enough to come out in the street 
and talk with their neighbours.” 
he added. 

Mr. Alikadic called for the 
U.N. Security Council to declare 
Mostar a U.N- “safe area," as it 
has done to a handful of besieged 
Muslim enclaves in Serb- 
controlled eastern Bosnia. 

One of the U.N. soldiers, Ivan 
Castilian os, said he would wel- 
come such a development. 

“We would rather be patrolling 
the streets than sitting doing no- 
thing, but our role here has to 
change for us to be able to do 
that,” be said. 

The soldiers said they were 
being well treated and morale 
was high, but some complained of 
frustration and boredom. 

In Sarajevo, concern focused 
on aid supplies. 

Officials are worried a drop in 
convoys and fewer aid flights into 
Sarajevo could mean the city's 
380,000 residents may not get 
enough supplies of plastic sheet- 
ing, blankets and fuel in time for 
winter, when temperatures can 
plunge to minus 15 degrees Cen- 
tigrade (five degrees Fahrenheit). 

“I don’t think yet we’re at the 
crisis stage,” Peter Janseen. a 
spokesman for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), told reporters. 


Iraq-U.N. talks begin today 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Iraqi officials Tuesday begin 
high-level talks here on weapons 
monitoring and other issues they 
hope will Ie3d to the lifting of a 
crippling, three-year oil embargo. 

Officials of the U.N. Special 
Commission on weapons moni- 
toring said talks would begin 
Tuesday a: 3 p.m. (1900 GMT). 

The 14-member Iraqi delega- 
tion is led by General Amer 
Mohammad Rashid, director of 
the Military Industrialisation 
Corporation. The team also in- 
cludes Hossam Mohammad 
Amin, liaison with the commit 
sicn. and Abdul Halimi Al Hajjaj 
of the Iraqi Atomic Energy Com- 
mission. 

The U.N. side is headed bv 
Rolf Ekeus. a Swedish disarma- 
ment expert who is chairman of 
the special commission. 

Gen. Rashid and Mr. Ekeus 
were to hold a preliminary ses- 
sion Monday afternoon, Iraqi 
sources said. 

Trade and oil embargoes were 
imposed on Iraq after its invasion 
of Kuwait in August 1990. The 
Security Council maintained the 
sanctions after the Gulf war en- 
ded to compel Iraq to meet condi- 
tions of the ceasefire. 

Under the ceasefire terms, Iraq 
is prohibited from acquiring or 
developing nuclear, chemical, 
biological and ballistic weapons 
that have a range greater than 150 
kilometres. It also must cooper- 
ate in future monitoring, which it 


only recently accepted. 

The talks are expected to focus 
primarily on long-term monitor- 
ing of Iraq's nuclear and ballistic 
weapons industries and on acti- 
vating television cameras at two 
missile test sites. 

In an interim compromise to 
avert a U.S. attack, Iraq agreed 
to die placement of cameras at 
the test sites. But they will not be 
activated unless the talks in New 
York resolve various issues on 
long-term monitoring. 

Iraq also is expected to be 
asked for a complete list of fore- 
ign suppliers of its various 
weapons programmes. 

But Iraq’s major objective will 
be to persuade the commission to 
certify to the Security Council 
that Baghdad has met key 
weapons-related provisions of the 
ceasefire resolution. 

Once the council agrees, the 
prohibitions against the import of 
products from Iraq and other 
financial transactions would be 
lifted. 

The United States and Britain, 
however, want to link lifting of 
the oil embargo to fulfillment of 
other ceasefire terms and resolu- 
tions. They include the return of 
Gulf war detainees and better 
treatment of Kurds and Shiites 
within Iraq (see page 2). 

Iraq has complied with the 
majority of weapons provisions 
and Baghdad argues it is time to 
permit Iraq to sell oil, its major 


foreign exchange earner. 

Western diplomats, however, 
say the Security Council is not 
likely in the near future to lift the 
oil sanctions. 

Iraq said Monday foreign com- 
panies were ready to buy its oil 
once the sanctions were eased or 
lifted. 

“The (oil) ministry has re- 
ceived a great number of offers in 
the past months from foreign 
companies willing to purchase its 
oil,” Oil Minister Usama Al Hiti 
told the government newspaper 
Al Jumhouriyah in an interview'. 

Mr. Hiti did not disclose the 
names of the companies but said 
Iraq would astonish the world 
once it was back in the market. 

“Iraq will surprise the world of 
what it has achieved in the field of 
oil production and manufactur- 
ing.” Mr. Hiti said. He did not 
elaborate. 

He said Iraq was ready to 
export “with various exporting 
capabilities once the suitable con- 
ditions are available.” 

Technical and engineering 
teams had completed prepara- 
tions to export oil abroad through 
different outlets, the minister 
said. 

Iraq says its pipeline through 
Turkey, carrying 1.6 million bar- 
rels a day was almost ready. It 
also said it had repaired its Mina 
Al Bakr terminal capable of 
handling another 1.6 million bar- 
rels. 


DFLP and PFLP say 
Arafat manipulated funds 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Stiff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two leftist Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
factions Monday claimed that two 
large money transfers from PLO 
accounts had been made to an 
unidentified bank in Cairo and 
were awaiting transfer orders to 
banks in either Israel or the occu- 
pied territories in preparation of 
a possible Israeli withdrawal from 
the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho. 

"A combined money transfer 
of some S800 million from four 
branches of the Palestinian own- 
ed Arab Bank were made to 
Cairo-based banks by Yasser 
Arafat,” claimed a Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (Hawatmeh wing) spokes- 
man from Damascus Monday. 

Arab Bank officials declined 
comment. 

In addition to the purported 
transfers from Arab Bank bran- 
ches in London, Cyprus, Beirut 
and Amman, a transfer of the 
equivalent of S2 billion was made 
from a Bahrain-based bank to 
Cairo-based banks, according to 
both DFLP and Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) officials in Amman. 

“We know from very informed 
sources that the equivalent of S2 
billion was transferred from a 
.PLO account in a Bahrain-based 
bank to Cairo,” said an Amman- 
based spokesman for the PFLP. 

While no PLO official would 
confirm the transfers had taken 
place, the two opposition groups 
which are based in Damascus 
claim that the transfers were 
made in the last 10 days. 

Yasser Arafat, they claim, had 
kept the money out of the hands 
of the Palestine National Fund 


nouses ana crops m 
said. 


(PNF) and created the impression 
that the Palestinian revolution 
was bankrupt when he gradually 
stopped payments to martyrs’ 
funds and Palestinian institutions 
and funds in the diaspora. 

“He knew he was going back 
and wanted to keep the money 
for the government he wants to 
create in Palestine,” said the 
DFLP official from Damascus ab- 
out the PLO chairman. The PNF 
has not provided a financial state- 
ment to the PLO Executive Com- 
mittee since September 1991, 
according to several Executive 
Committee members in Tunis. 

According to the leftist groups 
opposed to Mr. Arafat and his 
current policies, the PLO chair- 
man tried to give the impression 
of bankruptcy to depress the 
“Palestinian people into a state of 
mind where they would accept 
anything — even a Gaza- Jericho 
autonomy deal.” ' 

The PLO chairman disengaged 
himself from the financial obliga- 
tions the PLO had to Palestinians 
in the- diaspora when be sus- 
pended salary payments to staff 
in PLO offices around world ear- 
lier this year and cut bade on 
funds to families of martyrs and 
disabled PLO fighters in Lebanon 
and Syria, the opposition factions 
said. 

According to the opposition 
groups, Mr. Arafat was enticed to 
accept the Gaza-Jericho first plan 
by U.S. promises, made through 
the Egyptian government, of 
financial and economic aid to the 
tune of S700 million from West- 
ern Europe. North America and 
Japan to help build up infrastruc- 
tures in Gaza and Jericho. “They 
also promised to make sure that 
the Gulf Arabs reinstitute their 
payments to him.” said the DFLP 
spokesman. 


Jibril threatens 


(Continued from page 1) 

institutions in the occupied terri- 
tories," he added. 

Abdul Aziz Rantisi. speaking 
in a telephone interview from the 
Lebanese border where he was 
exiled with other Hamas activists 
last Decmeber, said Muslims 
around the world would reject 
any agreement that recognises 
the Jewish state. 

“This agreement will not pre- 
vent the Islamic generation now 
or in the future from fighting to 
restore its rights in Haifa, Acre, 
Lydda, Jaffa, and Jerusalem,” 
Dr. Rantisi said. 

Four Palestinian groups called 
at a Beirut news conference for a 
one-day general strike in all 
Palestinian refugee camps in 
Lebanon on Tuesday and deman- 
ded the Jericho-Gaza plan be 
discussed by the Palestine 
National Council. 


Settlers vow war 

(Continued from page 1) 

was Likud Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin who blazed the 
peace trail with a treaty with 
Egypt in 1979. 

“I hope his successors will fol- 
low his example. We have to find 
the greatest common denomina- 
tor between the parties.” 

As he spoke police used water 
cannon to battle settlers protest- 
ing outside Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin's office Monday as he 
put the accord for Palestinian 
autonomy to his cabinet. 

More than 2,000 settlers chant- 
ing “traitor, traitor" to Rabin 
turned out from the occupied 
territories. Several people were 
injured and dozens dragged away 
and arrested as fighting erupted, 
correspondents said. Some 400 
police and border guards pro- 
tected the building. 


17 given 
death 
sentences 
in Algeria 

ALGIERS (R) — Special courts 
in the Algerian capital and in 
Oran, west of here, have conde- 
mned 17 people to death for 
terrorism and subversion, judicial 
officials said here. 

The sentences were handed 
down at the weekend and four of 
the 17 were condemned in absen- 
tia. 

The Algerian government has 
pledged to step up its fight against 
Islamic militants of the banned 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
who have been blamed for the 
assassination earlier this month of 
former Prime Minister Kasdi 
Merbah. 

The fundamentalists have 
waged a violent campaign against 
the authorities since the govern- 
ment scrapped elections that the 
FIS was poised to win in January 
1992. 

New Premier Rehda Malek 
meanwhile continued consulta- 
tions on forming his government. 

Mr. Malek still had not named 
his cabinet nine days after the 
military-backed High State coun- 
cil sacked his predecessor, Belaid 
Abdul Salam, who had made 
overtures to moderate fun- 
damentalists and failed to revive 
the stagnant, centralised eco- 
nomy. 

A former foreign minister who 
rules out reconciliation with Isla- 
mic “terrorists,” Mr. Malek is 
ensuring his team shares his 
views. The key interior and eco- 
nomy posts have apparently not 
been filled. 

Noureddine Zerbouni. a for- 
mer chief of the dreaded political 
police and Algeria's current 
ambassador to the United States, 
is reportedly in the running for 
the interior job, which controls 
police and is on the front line 
against armed Islamic groups. 

Mourach Benacfaenhou, for- 
mer executive director of the 
World Bank, and Abdul Rahman 
Rostoumi Hadj Nacer, Algeria’s 
former Central bank president, 
are top candidates for the econo- 
mics post. 

The government will not have a 
term limit and could survive the 
High State Council, which is to 
serve until the end of the year and 
be replaced by a tturee-man pres- 
idency. 

Police meanwhile reproted that 
three Islamic extremists wanted 
for murder and bomb-making 
were killed by security forces 
Saturday in Mostaganem, west- 
ern Algeria. 

The same day, a policeman was 
gunned down outside his home in 
an Algiers suburb. 

Police reported Saturday that 
four Islamic gunmen were rooted 
out and killed in Algiers’ old 
Casbah quarter last week. Anns 
used in the murders of police 
officers were seized. 

Gunmen killed a soldier and a 
police officer outside their homes 
in separate attacks Thursday and 
Friday in Al Harradi, a fun- 
damentalist hotbed in the capital. 
No arrests were made. 

The deaths brought the num- 
ber of alleged Islamic gunmen 
killed since Aug. 1 to 50, while 23 
police officers and soldiers and 41 
civilians have died. 



A man stands at the front gate of the French Action 
Internationale C outre le Faim (International Action 
Against Hanger) in Mogadishu Monday after it was 


damaged by U.S. troops during an overnight raid 
(AFP photo) 


U.S. troops arrest aid workers 
in bungled raid in Mogadishu 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Elite U.S. troops stormed two 
Mogadishu aid compounds and 
detained foreign U.N. staff early 
on Monday in a bungled attempt 
to hit back at fugitive warlord 
Mohammad Farab Aideed. 

Crack American Rangers 
snaked down ropes after U.S. 
attack helicopters swooped low 
over buildings belonging to the 
United Nations Development 
Project (UNDP) and the French 
humanitarian organisation Ac- 
tion International Contre la Faim 
(AICF). 

The black-be reted Rangers, 
supported by members of a U.S. 
rapid reaction force, broke down 
walls with grenades, kicked in 
doors and destroyed radio equip- 
ment before seizing three foreign 
aid workers and six Somali U.N. 
guards. 

AH were released as soon as it 
became clear that they were part 
of the U.N. operation to rebuild 
Somalia and not supporters of 
General Aideed, the man the 
U.N. blames for wrecking peace 
plans. 

The workers were UNDP tied 
up, ordered to lie on the floor and 
detained during what U.N. milit- 
ary spokesman Major David 
Stockwell said was a “cordon and 
search operation.” 

The Rangers also damaged the 
front gate and demolished par: of 
the compound wall surrounding 
the office and residence of the 
AICF. which neighbours the 
UNDP. 

AICF employees were also 
ordered to lie down with hands 
tied to tbefr back as the soldiers 
searched. 

Christian Captier. director of 
the charity's operations in the 


Somali capital, s aid be would 
demand an “official explanation” 
from die United Nations “knew 
where we were, our building is 
well-known.” 

This was the second time AICF 
has been victim to U.N. troops' 
military action. On June 17 one 
Somali was killed and another 
injured when the AICF com- 
pound was hit by a missile fired 
by a U.S. Cobra helicopter in an 
operation against Aideed posi- 
tions. 

Gen. Aideed is wanted by the 
U.N. for allegedly ordering his 
militiamen to attack troops, in- 
cluding the killing of 24 Pakistani 
soldiers here on June 5. 

It was the biggest military op- 
eration in the Somali capital for 
several weeks and the first since 
the arrival last week of a 400- 
strong contingent of a crack U.S. 
army Ranger unit sent in to track 
down Gen. Aideed and end vio- 
lence snarling U.N. aid work. 

Mogadishu was described as 
“quiet and cairn” after the raid in 
which no Somalis were beleived 
to have been killed. 

But the blunder appeared set 
to increase tensions between the 
humanitarian and military wings 
of the U.N. Operation in Somalia 
(UNOSOM) which has been pla- 
gued by problems since command 
was passed from Washington to 
the U.N. last April. 

Pentagon spokesman Joe Gra- 
disher declined to say whether 
the troops were searching for 
Gen. Aideed or his top comman- 
ders. 

Aid work in the ruined capital 
has ground to a virtual halt since 
U-N. forces started trying to 
arrest Sen. Aideed. 

Aid workers reacted angrily to 


the raid which they said would 
destroy even more of what little 
credibility the U.S.-led military 
operation still has in the ruined 
capital. 

“It’s just another nail in the 
coffin for the U.N. military 
forces, and I believe they have 
really crossed the line here. It’s 
another blunder — these troops 
have come here with no experi- 
ence in Somalia,” said Jamie 
McKindrick of the British charity 
Save the Children Fund. 

Mr. McKindrick said tire U.N. 
was being conciliatory and had 
described the raid as a “screw 
up” on armed forces band radio. 

The three foreigners detained 
— Larry Dubois, Tony Millet, 
Maurice O’Donnell — were re- 
leased abnsot immediately. Mr. 
O’Donnell, an Irishman, is the 
UNDP's communicatioans offic- 
er. 

U.N. Spokesman Stockwell, 
confirming the “cordon and 
search” operation took place in 
Gen. Aideed’s stronghold off 
south Mogadishu, said the de- 
tainees had been staying in an 
unauthorised residence. 

“They went in to search these 
two buildings and these people 
just happened to be in the wrong 
place,** he told reporters. 

Maj. Stockwell said 50 troops 
and 12 attack helicopters took 
part m the operation which began 
at around at 3 a.m. local time 
(2400 GMT) and lasted about 
two-and-a-half hours. 

Mr. McKindrick said the raid 
showed a total lack of military 
intelligence. 

“They completely ignored the 
large blue U.N. flag on top of the 
building, but then later confis- 
cated it,” he said. 


Hamas assails Arafat, pledges 
to continue armed resistance 


By Mariam M. -Shahin 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement (Hamas) 
said Monday that it would con- 
tinue to wage armed struggle 
against the state of Israel as 
long as it did not withdraw 
from all occupied Palestinian 
lands regardless of what the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) or peace nego- 
tiator said, did or signed. 

"Irrespective of what the 
PLO or the peace negotiators 
do or what agreements they 
sign we will continue to view 
Israel as an enemy of our 
people and refuse to accept 
their deals of autonomy and 
self-rule. Anything short of an 
independent state is unaccept- 
able,” said an Am man -based 
Hamas spokesman, Moham- 
mad Nazzal. 

Mr. Nazzal said carving 
Jericho out of the West Bank 
and isolating Gaza with no 
corridor to the West Bank was 
dividing the Palestinian people 
and could spark a civil war. 

“This so-called Gaza-Jericho 
first plan could spark a civil 
war in the occupied territories 
and we don't want this,” said 


Mr. Nazzal in an interview 
with the Jordan Tiroes. 

“We cannot sanction a plan 
that divides our land and our 
people. There is no popular 
consensus on this plan and we 
will never agree to endorse it. 
We shall continue to wage an 
armed struggle against the 
Zionist enemy," he said. 

Mr. Nazzal said his organisa- 
tion was conviced that the plan 
was “the final solution” and 
not pan of a transitional stage 
that would witness a more ex- 
panded Israeli withdrawal 
from Palestinian lands. 

“This is it. There will be 
nothing more,” be said matter 
of factly. “Mr. Arafat always 
wanted to be president of 
something. Now he will be 
president of Jericho.” 

“Jerusalem will be forgot- 
ten,” he added. 

Mr. Nazzal dismissed claims 
that the package deal accord 
which is still m the making 
between the PLO and Israel 
will transfer some authority 
immediately in the rest of the 
West Bank. 

Mr. Nazzal expressed fears 
that Palestinian resistance 
fighters in the occupied terri- 
tories would dash with Palesti- 


nian police or border patrols. 
“I dread the thought that we 
will fight each other and not 
the real enemy.” 

Mr. Nazzal said certain poli- 
tical and military tactics may 
be reconsidered by his orga- 
nisation. 

He said that if elections 
“that do not in any way en- 
dorse the settlement” take 
place in Gaza or Jericho 
Hamas would field candi- 
dates. 

“We will partidpate in free 
elections, unless of course they 
condone any son of settle- 
ment,” he added. 

Hamas has its mot numerous 
followers in the Gaza Strip, a 
densely-populated stricken re- 

S 'on of almost 350 square 
lometres. It is widdly be- 
lieved to be more popular than 
all die PLO member parties 
combined. 

Mr. Nazzal confirmed that 
some 200 of the almost 400 
Hamas expellees in South 
Lebanon will be returning to 
the West Bank and Gaza as a 
result of an Israeli offer made 
to die expellees. “We support 
whatever derision the expel- 
lees make, 200 of them willbe 
returning by Sept. 15." 


Cairo reports murder plot 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt is 
holding 19 alleged Muslim ex- 
tremists on suspicion of plotting 
to assassinate President Hosni 
Mubarak and will put them on 
trial soon, the military said Mon- 
day. 

The defendants reportedly in- 
clude two officers, one believed 
to work with a non-uniformed 
presidential security force. It was 
not clear whether the second 
officer was m the army or police. 

Security sources said the group 
is led by Mohammad Ahmad 
Hammouda, a teacher who was 
jailed in 1981 in connection with 
the militant Al Jihad {holy strug- 
gie) group, which was responsible 
for the assassination of former 
President Anwar Sadat. 


It also was unclear if the pur- 
ported plot was related to Sheikh 
Omar Abdul Rahman, an Egyp- 
tian cleric under indictment in the 
United States. One U.S. charge 
against Sheikh Abdul Rahman is 
that he asked an informant to 
assassinate Mr. Mubarak. 

A military official speaking on 
condition of anonymity said the 
19 suspects have been detained 
for almost three months during a 
secret investigation. A blueprint 
in their possession of Mr. Mubar- 
ak's home and surrounding build- 
ings prompted the investigation, 
the official said. 

First word of the alleged plot 
came Monday in a weekly opposi- 
tion newspaper, Al Arabi, which 
said the defendants planned to 
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Clinton ends 
vacation ‘refreshed, 
renewed’ 

MARTHA’S VINEYARD, Mas- 
sachusetts (R) — President Bill 
Clinton said goodbye to the is- 
land of Martha’s Vineyard at the 
end of an 11-day sojourn that 
appeared to have rejuvenated his 
spirits ahead of a tough autumn 
agenda. “My family never 
needed a vacation more and it's 
hard to imagine how this one 
could have been better,” Mr. 
Clinton told hundreds of people 
who turned out to see him off at 
Martha’s Vineyard airport. Mr. 
Clinton described himself as 
1L very much refreshed, renewed 
and ready to go back to work for 
the American people,” mention- 
ing specifically the issue of health 
care reform, which will be his 
next major item of business. Re- 
commendations on the health 
package, a vast and long-awaited 
project overseen bv his wife Hill- 
ary Rodham Clinton, will be un- 
veiled on Sept. 22. Mrs. Clinton 
told the crowd that she and her 
husband and daughter Chelsea, 
13, were taking home mementoes 
of their good times on the island 
for future occasions “when times 
get hard in Washington.” 

Commoner spoils 
tabloids’ hopes of 
royal romance 

OSLO (AP) — A windsurfing 
commoner drove his tiny Fiat- 
through 2 line of Royal 
limousines, claiming a seat at the 
king's banquet and a place in his 
princess' heart. The move 
crushed British tabloids' hopes 
for a royal romance this 
weekend. Fourteen unattached 
princes and princesses are attend- 
ing a five-day celebration that 
marks Norwegian King Harald V 
and Queen Sonja's 25th wedding 
anniversary Sunday. With that 
many young and single nobles 
around, news media across 
Europe has launched into a feed- 
ing frenzy speculating on royal 
matches. But Per Gunnar 
Haugen, a 23-yeai-old windsur- 
fer. was not in their game plan. A 
surprise guest Saturday at the 
king's dinner and ball al the Oslo 
Palace. Haugen accompanied his 
long-time girlfriend, Norway’s 
Princess Martha Louise. British 
news media had hoped to pair up 
the pretry 21-year-old princess 
with other royal guests, such as 
their own Prince Edward, or De- 
nmark’s Prince Joachim, or the 
exiled Prince Nicholas of Greeo ^ 
“With Haugen’s presence at the 
palace, all the foreign speculation 
that this weekend’s silver 
anniversary could end in a roval 
romance for Martha Louise 
should be put to rest,” the Oslo 
newspaper Verdens Gang de- 
clared Sunday. Oh well, there’s 
always other royals. 

China enlists Deng - 
in anti-corruption 
fight 

PEKING (R) — China cited the 
teachings of leader Deng Xiaop- 
ing Monday to support its new 
anti-corruption campaign, saying 
he believed the drive against offi- 
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